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                     ALTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 
               MEETING NOTES  

                                                       WEDNESDAY 17th JANUARY 2024  
 

 
In attendance:  
 
Mike Heelis – Chair (MH) 
David Allan – Vice Chair (DA) 
John Bound – Community Representative (JB) 
Rob Fowell – Community Representative (logged in by Zoom link) (RF) 
John Grace – Community Representative (JG) 
Peter Holden – Community Representative (PH) 
Richard Parratt  – Community Representative (RP) 
Councillor Suzie Burns – EHDC Representative (SB) 
Councillor Graham Hill - ATC Representative (GH) 
Pat Harris – Interim Town Clerk (PH) 
 
Leah Coney – O’Neil Homer (Consultants) (LC) 
 

1. Apologies – Cllr John Chubb & Councillor Annette Eyre – ex-officio 

2. Actions Arising –  

1. Clarification to be sought from the developer on South Alton as to whether the land north east of 
Windmill House is included.  Response: Included in allocation 

2. RF confirmed that he had completed the assessment of amenity land but will go through it with MH 
& DA before submitting it to LC. Response: Completed and RF will send to LC & all members 
of the Steering Group via “We Transfer” due to the size of the file.  Feedback welcome 

3. Transport Assessment from the Holybourne Developer to be shared with the SG.  Confirmed 
More acc 

3. Updates since the last meeting 

1. MH shared the communication received from Adam Harvey as requested  
2. LC gave feedback on the briefing she delivered to Alton Town Councillors on the Neighbourhood 

Plan and the Local Plan  
3. Town Centre Masterplan – reviewed by MH/DA/PH and comments sent to LC to further review. 
4. MH briefed District Councillors – was not well received by at least one member and with resistance 

to South Alton subsequently noted.  Six out of 7 Alton District Councillors attended 
5. MH has briefed the Alton Society who have advised that they will not at this stage express any view 

on the potential allocations emerging in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
6. MH will be briefing the Alton Lions next Tuesday on the Neighbourhood Plan. (After Meeting 

Note: This has been postponed to April at start of Reg 14 consultation) 
7. A number of the Steering Group accompanied MH on walking the South Alton site last week and 

in the view of those attending, the site is developable with minimal landscape impact. 
8. EHDC Local Plan Reg 18 II – 6-week consultation begins on Monday, 22nd January.  Their 

proposals for housing could represent a 31% increase in the population of Alton 
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9. Letter from the Chair of the Holybourne Village Association had been received and had been 
circulated to all SG members as requested.  MH to acknowledge receipt to Chair of HVA. 

10. Social media is indicating that residents of Holybourne are being requested to support Neatham 
Down development 

11. LC confirmed that our current ANP2 is valid until 11th November 2026 (Paragraph 14B of the NPFF 
– level of protection is for 5 years rather than 2 years) 

12. MH has updated Scenario planning sheets but not yet capacity tested by LC.  Re-issue when more 
accurate numbers have been ascertained.   
 

4. Review of housing allocation approach 
 
Steering Group confirmed Option B 
 

5. Site Allocation Work-shop session 
 
Draft NP text issued to MH/DA/PH plus one independent person who is a non-resident of Alton for 
review before distribution to SG. 
 
Two sites were workshopped at the meeting.   – Brick Kiln Lane and South Alton: 
 
Brick Kiln Lane: 31 hectare site and good connectivity into town and access to facilities 
 
Action: LC to confirm whether ANP3 can specify a Site Access Allocation Policy for 
infrastructure outside our boundary area 

• Development area:  
o Whole site below 145 and meets the criteria for being in the “bowl” 
o No heritage restrictions in reference to the disused railway line 
o Hard line in terms of building up the hill – northern contour line from Will Hall 1 

development set at 120 - red line on the topography of the site – no development above 
this height albeit that it would rise slightly from the 120m at Brick Kiln Lane to circa 
130m below Hungry Copse. 

o No development close up against the sunken lane and/or compromising its integrity 
(Brick Kiln Lane) 

o Avoid going too close to ancient woodland.  Requirement is minimum 50 metres 
clearance. 

o Protect the green approach to Alton from the A339 and therefore no development hard 
up to the highway, which in any case is more liable to flood risk. 

o Entrance to the site should provide for green, canopied approach into the development 
• Level of development on the site – capacity testing to be undertaken 
• Drainage: 

o Flood area adjacent to A339 – SUDs required & flood alleviation plan 
o Brick Kiln Lane and run off from agricultural land above 

• Infrastructure - highways 
o 5 arm roundabout requirement (fifth arm only needed to give access to development on 

land south-west of Pertuis Avenue) 
o Cycle & Walking – requirement for crossings to ensure safe route for cyclists on Beech 

to Alton cycle way and for pedestrian and cycle access to facilities at Chawton Park Road 
(hospital/GP surgery/Leisure Centre/sports facilities) 

• Green Infrastructure  
o Urban greening and canopy cover – with tree planting not to be “whips” but more mature 

tree planting to provide immediate cover and screening 
o Wildlife corridor requirement 
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South Alton 
 

• Development area: 
o Area immediately west of Windmill Hill – off Cowdray Park to potentially be designated 

Public Open Space  
o Land at Wey Springs better site for facilities and provision of green open spaces with 

sports facilities 
o Primary school at area 4 on the plan (relatively flat) 
o Community facility at area 5 – would be better joined up with school, and sports pitch 

facilities should be located together to make better use of parking arrangements 
o Local centre as at present in the wrong place (area 5) – see above 
o Retention of footpath network will require upgrade to ensure active travel provision 

across the site for walking/cycling 
o Review of footpath access to area 18 required to ensure adequate provision across the 

site to access facilities  
o Question requirement for low level (bungalow) for over 55 dwellings – better use could 

be made of this area 
• Green Infrastructure 

o Site benefits from good screening and wildlife corridor currently in place would need to 
be maintained  

o Additional tree planting – not whips as mature planting will be required 
• Infrastructure - highways 

o Relief road – lower western corner to Wilsom Road – needs to be delivered to scale to 
support heavy goods vehicles and buses – cannot just be to local residential estate 
standards 

o More detailed design work from the developer for access i.e. roundabout (During the 
meeting a revised layout from the Agent was received, and appeared to be generally 
suitable) 

o A31 access – inclusion of a dedicated left-hand lane from the south to Selborne Road, 
with a single lane continuing to access the A31, would be beneficial. 

• Drainage 
o Lower South-West area adjacent to Selborne Road in Flood Risk 3 – access to 

development might require further investigation 
• Further considerations 

o Can Area 12 (Borovere Business Park and farm) be included in the proposed 
development site, as it appears to be a non-conforming use. 
 

6. Confirmation of Policies 

6.1 No further work required at this time.  All feedback with LC will be included in Draft to go to 
Alton Town Council pre-Reg 14 and then a 2nd Draft will go out.  LC confirmed that Policies 
are in general conformity with the Local Plan  

 
7. Update on Public Engagement/Communication 

7.1 Last communication was Press Release prior to Christmas  
7.2 JB to produce a structure for comms by end of week for approval and sign off 
7.3 JB to produce the distribution list for Natalie for disseminating information 
7.4 MH is to undertake presentation to Alton Lions next week (After Meeting Note - now 

postponed) 
7.5 MH to invite representatives from organisations to “walk” the site including District 

Councillors – JF, SB, GH and DA willing to provide assistance 
7.6 MH to use LC presentation that was given to Town Councillors 
7.7 JB to prepare a Press Release – mechanics to be done by next week 
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7.8 Printed Altonian – Reg14 to be planned to hit the door mats the first week of April 
7.9 Video – RF to provide an edited copy of the video – remove all captions. 
 

8. Next steps in the Project Plan 

7.1 LC to further update Project Plan (to be circulated with Agenda papers for next meeting on 
31st January) 

 
9. Any Other Business 

8.1 Risk Chart – will not be taken forward 
8.2 Scenario Planning Report – MH  
8.3 LC will PDF her presentation (given to Alton Town Council Councillors) and forward to MH 
8.4 JB to prepare a “narrative” structure for future public engagement/communications 
8.5 GH to arrange a meeting with HVA for MH to do a presentation to that committee (After 

Meeting Note - now postponed) 
8.6 JG to prepare data from various vantage points to enable the SG to respond to any objection 

from the South Downs National Park  
 
 

10. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 31st January at 2.00 p.m. 

 
 
Meeting concluded at 16:48 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


