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Alton Assembly Rooms

Alton Town Council, at its meeting on the 23rd 

March this year ,agreed to work with the Whitehill 
and Bordon Town Partnership,(WBTP) the group 
who successfully run the Forest Centre in Bordon 
and provide the base for the local group Pumpkin 
Pantos, to develop the Assembly Rooms in Alton 
as a centre for performing arts. This will be 
established through a long-term lease 
agreement, which will see the group invest in 
upgrading the building to provide, not just a 
better experience for current hall users, which 
includes a number of dance-based hirers as well 
as long established users such as Alton Operatic 
and Dramatic Society (AODS), Wey Valley Radio 
and Alton Arts Society but also to bring new 
events to the Town. 


 
When a community facilities key stakeholders 
audit for the town took place back in 2018, an 
approach was made by a group of over 300 
residents representing the performing arts in 
Alton, wanting the Council to consider 
developing a dedicated facility at the 
Assembly Rooms. This would provide a base 
for local talent and provide an opportunity to 
bring an enhanced programme of creative 
experiences to Alton, including in the 
evenings, to help develop an evening 
economy for the town centre as well as at 
weekends.


Development of this project was put on hold 
during Covid with the Assembly Rooms 
closed for an extended period. With events 
and hirings gradually coming back in 2022 
the Town Council restarted the conversation 
about future uses of the building and was 
keen to consider revisiting the original 
performing arts proposal. Following a 
successful run by Pumpkin Pantos at the 
Assembly Rooms last Christmas, WBTP group 
approached the Town Council with an 
ambition to expand their Arts program to 
Alton, working with EHDC and Developers 
Contributions to invest in and develop the 
building for everything from theatre and stage 
productions to dance and exhibitions. 
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WBTP have been working with ATC and the Alton 
Community Association to ensure a smooth 
transition for users in advance of the new 
arrangement coming into place in January 2024 
and all regular hirers have now been contacted. 
The Alton Community Association will be 
stepping back from their involvement with the 
Assembly Rooms, focusing on their own exciting 
plans to improve the Community Centre, which 
subject to CIL funding being approved, will put 
significant investment into the existing building. 


 Curtis Bone, Chairman of the WBTP group said, 
“The Alton Assembly Rooms is such a lovely 
building with huge potential to support the arts 
and become a real local theatre. With the 
expertise of our in-house team and long-term 
plans, we have ambition to make the venue a real 
success story and something Alton can be proud 
of.” 


As part of WBTP plans, they have created a new 
role of Arts Promotion & Engagement Officer, 
who will start on the 2nd October this year. They 
will focus on bringing new acts to Alton, 
supporting local groups and artists, producing in-
house productions and liaising with schools, 
organisations and the wider community.


“We look forward to working closely with Alton 
Town Council and Alton Community Association 
to make the Assembly Rooms a dedicated 
creative space in Alton, building on and 
expanding the established programme and great 
local talent.” 


WBTP and 9 Yards Entertainment are proud to 
announce the Assembly Rooms launch event will 
be one of the country’s number one Abba tribute 
bands. The date is set for 10th February and 
tickets will go on sale soon. 


Look out for details of other new events coming 
to the Alton Assembly Rooms for 2024 over the 
coming weeks. 



A small group of local volunteers, liaising with local businesses and 
stakeholders in helping to promote a dementia-friendly community that 

provides vital social support to people living with dementia in Alton 
and the surrounding area.

sunday 25 june

9 local teams

Dementia-friendly
Alton

gold 
sponsor
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sponsors

All proceeds this year will be use to support
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Alton in Bloom is our community gardening initiative that focusses on bringing people together to make positive changes to our 
local environment through horticultural, environmental and community awareness.  This year we will be asking people to join in 
the fun of growing their own food and flowers and to get creative with a plant to plate bake off, fun fruit and veg sculptures and 
floral displays at the Alton in Bloom Summer Show. For more information email Emily-Jane Messenger on events@alton.gov.uk 

We are inviting you to enter your prize produce, best bakes and creative displays at Alton’s Summer Fete on Sat 15th July 

Incredible Edibles: 

1. Supersized (heaviest) homegrown veg/fruit 

2. Longest homegrown veg/fruit 

3. Wonkiest/weirdest fruit and veg - let’s celebrate the non-perfect too! 

Flower Show: 

1. Best Rainbow Themed Floral Display – adult and children 

2. Best In Show - individual bloom 

3. Indoor Gardening Contest - best house plant/potted plant category 

Bake Off: 

1. Plant to plate - most creative use of homegrown produce 

2. Best British Bake - traditional cake category 

3. Junior Bake Off (under 18) 

Creative Categories: 

1. Best fruit & veg sculpture / carving - adult and children 

2. Most Imaginative Recycled Container - adult and children 

 

Please complete this entry form by Monday 10th July - https://forms.gle/ntsdFseyara9uMVq7 or scan the QR code 

Bring your entries to the marquee at the Summer Fete in the Public Gardens on Sat 15th July  

between 10.00am and 11.00am, judging will take place at 11.30am. 

 

The winning entries in each category will receive a 1st, 2nd, 3rd place rosette 

and 1st place will also win Garden Centre Gift Voucher! 
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