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ALTON TOWN COUNCIL
POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, 13t OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM
Held in the Town Hall, Market Square

Present: Councillor  Graham Titterington - Chair
Matthew Bayliss
Suzie Burns
Graham Hill
Christopher Lawrence
Pam Jones

In attendance in person:
Leah Coney - Town Clerk

Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman made the following announcements: Gy 0T '

The budget workshop will be held early in January. 2022, ifa any Councnllms have any budget
requests which have not already been noted, please ensure they are with the Clerk by the end
of October so draft preparations can be made.”

Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councllior Custofoh
Minutes of the Meeting lleld on 21’t Julx 2921
The Minutes of the meetmg held on 215‘ July 2021 were approved and signed by the Chair.

Declarations of Intel est

The Chairman 1‘em1n_ded'n’_1:embers of their obligation to disclose any pecuniary interest in items
on the agenda. Councillor Bayliss stated that as a plot holder he would be withdrawing from
the agenda item where allotment rental fees were discussed.

To consider Requests for Dispensations
None were requested.

Questions to the Council. Members of the public are invited to make representations

None were received.

Review of Committee Structure, Standing Orders, Public Participation and remote
meeting technology
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Members confirmed that following the Standing Orders workshop session held on the 5"
October there were no proposed changes to the cutrent committee structure or meeting
schedule.

Members also noted that a cable to connect the projector to the laptop to enable the Chamber
to see those streaming into the meeting has now been purchased and will be trialled. Full
Council will continue to be held at the Maltings due to the limited numbers able to be
accommodated at the Town Hall. Committee meetings will still be in the Council chamber due
to the smaller number of councillors in attendance,

Each of the four recommendations contained w1thm members bundles were debated and voted
upon as separate items as follows: e

On the proposal of Councillor Pam Jones seconded by Councillor Graha;_n'H'iill it was

RESOLVED to o '
Approve the amended Standing Oiders as tabled fm ranﬂcatton at Full

Council.

On the proposal of Councillor Graham Titterington sect_):nde&_:l_)_y Coﬁi_j_cilloi: Pam Jones it was

RESOLVED to T

Add to Section 29 of Standing Otdets to state that as permitted by virtue of
$85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 and the “6-month rule”, discretion
may be applied in gemune cases ‘where there is a realistic expectation of a
known return date and a “reason” which Members consider to be valid (e.g
such as armed forces deployment) This motion must be tabled at Full Council
in advance of the 6-month period being reached.

On the proposal of Counejllor Glaham _I'rlli'lgl':'éeeonded by Councillor Christopher Lawrence it
was i R

RESOLVED to
- Request officers to obtam costings for the putchase of up to 10 “Community
" Notice Boat_t__ls” in advance of budget workshop

On the pr_ebo_sal of C'(')tmci"ltor Pam Jones, seconded by Councillor Christopher Lawrence it was
RESOLVED to
Reintroduce the 6.30pm Networking Café in advance of Full Council meetings

where venue numbers permit.

(Councillor Bayliss was recorded as voting against this motion)

Financial Reports and Internal Auditors Report Q2 to 30™ September 2021

Councillor Titterington commended officers on the production of the accounts. This was echoed
by other councillors. The following reports were tabled:

1. Balance Sheet as at 30th September 2021
2. Income & Expenditure
3. Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30th September 2021
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4. Payments over £500 issued between Ist July 2021 and 30th September 2021 in respect of
invoices.

On the proposal of Councillor Graham Hill seconded by Councillor Pam Jones it was
RESOLVED to approve:

. The Income and Expenditure account to 30th September 2021

2. The balance sheet dated 30th September 2021

3. The bank reconciliations for the Unity Account and the CCLA
Deposit Account

4. The Payments over £500 covering lst July to 30th September 2021

Assembly Rooms Report

The Assembly Rooms Report was tabled. Councillor Hill asked that a'”:wmk‘s';hop session for
Members be organised prior to a public consultation in spring next yeal on the futule uses of
the Assembly Rooms, 8

NOTED

Pitch Hiring Fees and Allotment Rent Revnews o

Counclllm Bayliss withdrew from the room- wlnlst allotment fees were discussed and voted
upon.

On the proposal of Councillor Grahan{ Hill, seconded by Councillor Pam Jones, it was
RESOLVED

To increase allotment rental by £3 to £30 for a full-size plot (pro rata
other mzes) with the admlmstlation Fee remaining at £30

Councillor Bayliss 1etumecl to the 100m

Members 1ev1ewed the mc1ease in fees for pitch hire at Anstey Park and Jubilee Playing Fields
together w1th an increase in the hire of the MUGA at Anstey Park.

On the proposal of Councﬂlon Pam Jones, seconded by Councillor Christopher Lawrence, it
was -

RESOLVED To increase pitch hire fees by 3% from [** April 2022

Councillor Bayliss requested his disappointment be noted that the fees for pitch hiring and
allotments were not raised by the same percentage.

Appointinent of a Tree Surveyor,

Members noted the decision taken by officers (due to the cost being under £5,000) following
the opening and evaluation of the tenders, for the appointment of a Tree Surveyor for the
Council. This was undertaken in the presence of the Chair of Open Spaces.
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Exclusion of the Press and Public
On the proposal of Councillor Pam Jones, seconded by Councillor Suzie Burns, it was

RESOLVED

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press
be temporarily excluded

Yendors on Open Spaces — appointment of Traders

Following the publication of a formal Invitation to Tender to trade on tlnee"b'f"the council’s
open spaces at Jubilee Playing Fields, Anstey Park and the Public Galdens the Connmttee were
requested to review the submissions received and appoint vendors.

Lease for the Community-Building . Br i‘f Site - update

A confidential report togethel with "coples of the minutes from the most recent Technical
Meeting and Clerk of Works’ meetmg were tabled for Members. The Clerk was seeking
confirmation from membels that the right level of details was being provided on both the lease
progression and the shell and core negotiations. Members confirmed this was appropriate.

. NotEp
Unit 17 Markef Square - Citizens Advice Office,
On the pl;dp_psal of Councillor Graham Hill, seconded by Councillor Suzie Burns, it was

RESOLVED to approve an extension to the current lease for a further 12
months from 1** April 2022; all other terms to remain unchanged.

Staffing Update

A verbal update was given to members and it was noted that the Staffing Sub Committee would
be discussing potential recruitment for both the Grounds Team and Town Hall team at its next

meeting,

The meeting finished at 8.35 p.m.




