ALTON TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALTON TOWN ELECTORS’ MEETING
HELD AT ALTON TOWN COUNCIL ON 20 MARCH 2019 AT 7:00PM

Present:

Councillor

Derek Gardner
Allan Chick
Sharon Cullen
Amanda Durley
Graham Hill
Dean-Paul Phillips
Alex Hunt
Pam Jones
Graham Titterington

-

Town Mayor

-

Town Clerk
Admin and Finance Manager
Admin Officer

2 member of the public
1 member of the press
In attendance:

Leah Coney
Pat Harris
Samantha Brown

Apologies were received from Councillors Matthew Bayliss, Peter Hicks and James Voller.
Councillor Bisi Kennard did not attend.
81

Welcome and Announcements
The Town Mayor welcomed all to the Annual Meeting of Electors and reminded those present that a
hearing loop was in operation and to switch their mobiles off or to silent mode.

82

Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor.

83

Town Mayor’s Address
The Mayor gave his address as follows which highlighted some of the events that he had attended:
• Parterre Garden of Remembrance and Miss Bells Fountain in the Public Gardens which saw
our French twinning friends being able to attend the opening of the gardens with family
representatives of those names in whom roses had been planted
• Classic Car Show which was always a showpiece for the town and thanked both the Lions
and the Alton Herald for their help and support in putting the event on; acknowledging that
his chosen charity for the year Bushy Leaze was one of the beneficiaries of the monies raised
alongside Alton Lions.
• Last Night of the Proms when we had once again been blessed with fine weather and is always
very well attended by the public
• This year’s Remembrance Services at both Holybourne and Alton culminating in a Lighting
of the Beacon in St. Lawrence when the names of all those who had lost their lives in World
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War 1 were read out prior to the lighting ceremony – something to remember – a mix of pride
and emotion and a sense of such loss to all those families affected.
Christmas Lights Switch-on and Yuletide which sees so many visitors and residents flock to
the town centre and the wonderment of children in seeing the lights go on.

This indeed reflects the fun side of being your Town Mayor, but in closing he went on to thank all of
the staff at the Town Hall who work so hard behind the scenes to make things happen and also a big
thank you to all the grounds team who maintain and protect all of the council’s open spaces in the
town which are a great source of pride.
84

Alton Town Council’s Corporate Strategy Annual Review
The Town Mayor asked for comments on the Corporate Strategy Annual Review, stating that he had
read the document thoroughly and expressed the opinion that it was a comprehensive and open
document which defined what the council does and its strategy for moving forward.
Councillor Pam Jones also commended the time and effort which had been put into producing such a
comprehensive and well thought through review of the Corporate Strategy; a view endorsed by
Councillor Graham Hill who added that it was an aspirational and ambitious strategy and again
recognised the work that was put in by officers to deliver the strategy.
NOTED

85

Alton Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Annual Review
The Town Mayor asked for comments on the Corporate Strategy Annual Review. Councillor Graham
Titterington commended the work of officers in establishing the monitoring group with Councillor
Graham Hill stating that in talking with other local parishes quite a few of whom do not monitor their
Neighbourhood Plans and therefore Alton should be commended for so doing.
NOTED

86

Alton Town Council’s Audited Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2018
The Town Clerk tabled the latest set of audited accounts for Alton Town Council for the period 1st
April 2017 to 31st March 2018. The annual accounts were subject to internal audit by LitaTouch on
the 20th April 2017 and presented to the Full Council for approval on the 26th April 2017.
The annual governance statements were subsequently approved by members at the AGM on the 24th
May 2017 and submitted along with all of the required supplementary documentation, to BDO,
external audit, at the end of June 2018.
The conclusion of the external audit was duly sent back to the Council with no comments being made
by the auditors and were approved at the Full Council meeting on the 26th October 2017.
The Accounts were accepted as presented.
NOTED
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To receive questions and statements from Electors
The Town Clerk confirmed that no questions had been received prior to the meeting.
Mrs Ginny Boxall made a plea, rather than a question and asked that councillors do not forget the
“fringes” of the town and the gateways into Alton explaining that she along with Mr. Rod Eccles of
the Alton Society had conducted a review of the entrances to the town and undertaken a lot of work
including photographs of how these could be enhanced with greenery, planting and trees. The Mayor
stated that this is something the “new council” could look at in May following the local elections
taking place on Thursday, 2nd May bearing in mind the land ownership and maintenance questions
which would arise.

There being no further questions, the meeting closed at 7.11 pm.
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