HIYUTES
of the

ANNUAL TOWE  IBETING

neld ot the Assembly Rooms, Alton on Thursday 26%h Maroh, 1931
at
T Poltis

Present: Councillor J. D. Hitton (Town HMayor)

Gouneillors Mrs, A. Bartlets
J. H., Cleaver
Mrs, V. As Lane
¢, R. Slone
g, 0. G. Smith
G. D. Stratford

together with approximately 14 mewbers of the public.

Hdnutes

T4 was HOVED by Councillor Smith, SECONDED by Councillor Cleaver
and RESOIVED that the Minvtes of the Annual Towm Meeting held on the
o27¢h March, 1980 which were read to the meeting by the Town Clerk,

e contirmed as a correct record.

The THnutes were then signed by the Town Mayor.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. R. Crockett,
P. G. Mancini, A. P. Hosely and B. B. Perschky.

Toun Mayor's Addregs

The Town Mayor welcomed those present and explained the require-
ment and purpose of the Annual Towm Heeting.

Fe said thet whilst no decisions would be taken at the meeting,
any comnents would he carefully considered by the Council at its next
meeting.

The Town Hayor stated that once again it had heen possible to
keep ‘the rate precept the same.

Thig was the good news. The bad news was that some charges for
services had been incressed by as much as twenty-Tive per cent,

Sipces the lsst meeting the haré surfaced arca at Chawton Park Road
had come into use and was very popular. The cost of construction had
been shared by the Town Council and the Distriet Council.

Consideration had been given to the leasing of the Lszembly Rooms
Lo an ouwlside body to try and reduce the rate burden, but after taking
note of public opinion it had been declded o keep the building under
the contxol of the Council. '

The private Squash and Snooker Club at lngtey Pork was now open
and would make a conbribution to the Council's incone.
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The oven air swimming pool remained a difficult problom and the
Council was looking into ways of keeping it open but he was not too
optimistic about its future,

There had been a congiderable improvement in the condition of
Kings Pond and an extensive $ree felling and lopping excrcise had bee
carried out on The Butts.

The Town Mayor peid tribute to Hr, Ralph Dutfon the Lord of the
Hanor of Westbrooke who would be handiiig over the Deeds for The Buttls
and the Lordship of the Mancr the following day.

The Mid Hampshire Strueture Plan had now been confirwmed by the
Devartment of the Environment, and the Alton Aves District Plan's
Amended Drafi would soon be on deposit for further comment from the
publiec and the Town Council.

The Council had lost its appeal for advertisements on illuminate
bus shelters but a new application bhad been made which he hoped would
be more successful.

The Windmill Hill development had commenced despite representats
from the Town founcil that it should not do so until the road system
had been inproved.

The Town Council had aproaled agninst the decision of the Distxd
Gouncil to refuse permission for residential developrent on the Boros
Allotments,

The Town Council had felt justified in moking this application i
view of The planning permissions thet have been gronted on the two
sites opposite The Butts and becauvse the Council had a duty to its
ratepoyers to make the wost of ils assets.

The Centennry of the Assombly Rooms had been narked in October 1}
modest colebrations including an 014 Tyme Nusic Hall Bvening that haé
been very populazr.

The bhest news for the town had been the deecision of the Ministen
of Hoalth to allow the Dord layor Treloar Hospital to remain open.

The Town Hayor concluded his address by thanking fellow Couneil!
and Staff for the support he had rocoived during the year and he the:
invited any elector present to comment on any aspect of the towm's
affairs they felt fo be significant.

Public Participation

Mise Hoyter referred to the Towm lMayor's observation that the
local rate had not been dncreased and the Town Clerk explained that
it wasm the rate precept that had beon kept the same.,

ilrs, Harckham expressed concern at Harkel Street being two-way
and felt one-way was preferable,

The Town Mayor said the Council feared the speed of traffic wow
inereage if it were one-woy and more vehicles would use the Lady
Place Car Park as an alternative route.

Mrs, Hevckham thought the amount of heavy traffic through the
town wag getiing worse and the Town Mayor agreed; he felt the solut:
gtill lay in the comnstruction of the imner relief road and possibly
the Northfield Link,

Hr, Lockyor regretted that the owiginnl proposal fo make Harket

‘Btrect a pedestrian area had been abandoned.
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Mps, Horckham sgked if the Councll sew every planning opplication
Ffor Alton and the Towm Hayor confirmed this was so, but agreed it was
inconveniont the plans were not made avoileple in Alton.

rs, Harckihan rogretted the remoteness of Peterafield as the
sdministrotive centre ond felt that as a town Petorsfield was treated
nore favourably by the District Council than Alton,

The public present signified their agreement with this observation,

¥vr, Gostelow referred to the decision of the Council to increase
allotment rents from fipril 13982 and made a plea on behalf of old aged
pengioners on Spitelfields thet they be gronted a concession as only
about half a domen were involved.

Hiss Hayter expressed the feaw that the Council might be pricing
itself out of the allotment market,

Hr, lockyer expressed concerh at the scale of developuent at the
pear of 104 High Street and regretted the loss of part of the Pablic
Gardens in providing on access and he hoped the Council would be vigilant
in secing thet further lend was ot token o widen this cccess at a
later dote.

The Town Mayor said the point had heen taken to the extent that
althouzh the Planning Authority had suggested the Council diaspoged of
fapther Public Gardens land fo asaist the developer of the site in
Cross and Pillory Lane, the suggeation had been rojecied by the Towm
Council,

Councillor Snith referred to the remarks of +the Town Mayor in his
addreas noncerning the open alr awisming pool and he feared the impros-
glon mny hove been gained that there wos 1ittle poseibility of the pool
opening this svamer, vhereas in fact the wattor wne still under consider-

_ation by the Committee of Hanagenent.

His personal belief was that the pool could be opon and if the
wenther were good the loss might not be too great.

The Town Clerk referred to the decision of the Council to keep the
precept for the ensuing yeor the samo ond that it waa a fact the longer
the pool was open the greater the loss.

He agresd that the Committee of lanngonent wag being invited to
congider the possible loasing of the pool %o a private individual oz
COMPONT o

Iy, Fletcher said he would support o proposal that the pool be
kopt omen by norginally increasing the Town Rete and this was also the
view of the Alton and Districet Sports Council.

The Yovm Clerk pointed out thet it would not be = guestion of a
parginal inersese ir tho Town Rete if the considerable capiicl works
roconnended to the Committes of Hanngenent were accepted,

iy, Fletchor folt in mogard to tho doveloprent ot the reor of
304 Hich Street that it should be ca ecsentinl requircnent thnt poople
yho profit by building should ensure the ugliness ip roucved, in this
orge if necocssery by hoving o ool gnrdon.

Firs, Harckhan regretted the absence of Civie Pride ag evidenced
by various neglected sites,

Hr. Mletcher agreed and hoped it wos not 400 late for Alton o
heve pone tasteful developuent.




There being no other questions or coments the Town Mayor brought
the meeting to a close and once again expressed hisg awnpreciation to
those whoe had athended.

Councillor Coeil Swith proposed & vobe of thanks to the Town Mayo
for the foir way in which he hed conducted the mecting.

Pt
/ ot Tovn Hayor.

1st April, 1982




