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Mayor’s Message
"As my Mayoral year draws to an end it gives me a chance to reﬂect on all of the events, anniversaries and visits that I have done over the last year. Firstly, I would like
to thank the people of Alton for their support and kindness they have offered to me and the guidance that I have received in ensuring that I "did the right thing" when
required and requested to.
I have met so many Altonians that give their time to support the various charities across the Town, so many wonderful individuals
that give so much and never expect any reward in return, other than raising funds for their chosen group. If I was to acknowledge
you all I would have a copy of the Altonian just with your names and charities in it. I thank you all for everything that you do and
say it has been an absolute pleasure to meet you all; I wish you every success in your future efforts.
Proms in the Park and the Christmas Concert at the Alton Maltings are always a pleasure to attend and enjoy, my thanks to Chris
Gardner and the Alton Concert Orchestra for their superb music skills, long may you continue to provide your wonderful
entertainment for the people of Alton.
Attending the South and South East in Bloom and Britain in Bloom awards was another highlight of my year and to receive the
Silver Award on behalf of Alton at the Britain in Bloom awards in Cleethorpes was a credit to all of Alton. My special thanks go to
Councillor Sue Hodder, the Alton Horticultural Society, Ty Smith and his grounds team, the Alton Society, ALFI and the many
others that helped the Town to this prestigious award.
Alton's Classic Car Show, the Yuletide Festival, the Round Tables Firework display, the Town Carnival, have all added to ensuring
that we try and keep the town as vibrant as possible. My thanks to all concerned.
I would like to thank all of my fellow Councillors for their support, the Town Hall staff for their continued guidance and last but not
least, my wonderful wife Cathy for her time and effort in being my Consort.
I have had the most wonderful time as your Town Mayor and it will remain as one of the most memorable moments in my life. May our town continue to prosper and
with the people of Alton I see no reason to fear for the towns future.
Many thanks and best wishes to all.
Councillor Derek Gardner
Alton Town Mayor

Get Outdoors
Now that the clocks have changed and the rains are behind us (for
now at least) people are taking the opportunity to get outdoors.
A comment heard several times last year was “Anstey Park is the only
open space Alton has got”. That's far from true, though it is one of the
largest sites. The open space above Greenﬁelds Avenue is almost as
large and can be accessed from Northanger Close, or from Hawthorns
and Oakdene off Southview Rise. There are excellent views from the
hilltop here. Windmill Hill, to the south of the Ridgeway, also offers
panoramic views. This large open space is well connected to the
footpath network and has become more popular with visitors since the
council stopped horses being grazed on the site.
Resident's views are welcome on ways to improve this area as a
recreation facility. Flood Meadows and Kings Pond provide
opportunities for quiet leisure near the town centre, with a mixture of
open grassed areas and waterside walks. On the other hand, Alton's
Public Gardens are full of activity on a summer weekend, with
children's play equipment being found here as well as at Anstey Park,
Holybourne and Northanger Close above Greenﬁelds Avenue.
The council is currently planning for the replacement of the
Holybourne play equipment. Jubilee Playing Fields, next to the Sports
Centre provides well-used football and cricket pitches, while The Butts
accommodates less formal activities. A new open space opposite the
Holybourne junction is likely to be handed over to the town council
next year, by the developers of the Barley Fields estate. This new, 4.5
hectare site will also include a children's play area. Where ever you
are in Alton, there is a public open space somewhere near you, looked
after by Alton Town Council.
Steve Parkinson
Town Clerk

A Time for Change
Our current committee structure was introduced some 15 years ago. During
this time the role of the Town Council has been evolving and the present
structure no longer meets the challenges we are now facing. I am therefore
proposing to introduce some changes to the committee structure. The most
signiﬁcant will be to form a new committee dedicated to managing and
developing our Open Spaces to meet the needs of an expanding town.
Managing the Open Spaces, equipment and staff costs, accounts for 42% of
our annual expenditure. Currently, the Town Council owns around 170 acres
of open space but will gain more space when the Chandos Lodge
development is completed and the council will acquire further open space in
the coming years as other proposed developments are built, South Alton, Will
Hall Farm, etc. The Recreation Committee will be rebranded to focus on
Events and Community Affairs.
The Town Council's aging website will also be transformed during the next
few months. Yes, I know I have said this before, but with the departure of
two experienced members of the Town Hall staff and structural problems in a
major building, there have been delays in website development and other
Town Hall initiatives – though not for much longer!
The Town Council is continuing to work with the District Council for the
replacement of the Sports Centre to ensure that it will provide facilities to
meet the needs of future years. A new, better informed feasibility study is
now underway funded by East Hampshire District Council.
Finally, it is great to see such great enthusiasm from Alton residents for my
initiative for the creation of the Neighbourhood Plan. As you will read
elsewhere the response has been overwhelming and we look forward to the
next consultation event on Saturday 17 May at the Assembly Rooms.
Councillor Peter Hicks
Leader

Alton thrives for in Bloom 2014
ALTON IN BLOOM 2014
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

Tick Box

1.Best Small Front Garden (under 5 metres frontage)
2.Best Large Front Garden (over 5 metres frontage)
3.Best Domestic Basket, Tub, Window Box or Patio
4.Best Residential Premises
5.Best Community Group or Neighbourhood area (minimum of 5 properties)
6.Best Community Building
7.Best Schoolchildren's Garden - (1) Pre-school (2) School

(please circle)

8.Best Planted Unusual Container
9.Best Decorated Shop Window
10.Best Licensed Premises
11.Best Scarecrow for children 11 years or under (schools, groups or individuals)
(The scarecrow should be made of natural materials and plastic faces are not allowed, Assembly Rooms Gardens on
Saturday 28 June. Entries will be judged by visitors to the event and prizes award at the end of the day.)
12.Tallest Sunﬂower
(email info@alton.gov.uk or telephone 01420 83986 by the 31 August with your details and judges will visit you (by
appointment) to measure and photograph your sunﬂower.)
13.Heaviest Pumpkin
(For details of how to enter visit www.altonhorticulturalsociety.org.uk )

Name/Organisation …………....………………………………………………………………………………………
Address .……………………....………………………………………………………………………………………………
Contact telephone number……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please return this form by 12 noon on Monday 7 July 2014 to
Alton In Bloom
Town Hall
Market Square
ALTON
GU34 1HD
We wish you the best of blooming luck!

Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Alton Neighbourhood Plan (NP) development process is now well under way
and we are still aiming for a May 2015 referendum. At the referendum the public
will be able to vote in favour or against the Neighbourhood Plan and where an in
favour vote will make the plan become a legally enforceable planning document.
The period to be covered by the plan will be from current date out to 2028 which
matches the Local Plan: Joint Core Strategy (JCS) dates as deﬁned by East Hants
District Council (EHDC) who are our planning authority. The key driver behind the
plan being the need for Alton to accommodate 1731 new dwellings 2011 to 2028.
In order to inﬂuence where the housing will go plus all of the infrastructure and
service requirements to support such a large increase in population in the town we
need the Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
We began the NP deﬁnition process in December 2013 initiated by the Town
Council. The NP Steering Group is comprised of both Town Councillors and
volunteers from the public. The launch event held in Alton Assembly Rooms was
very successful with more than 700 attending. During the event we gave a short
presentation on the current and future situation concerned mainly, but not
exclusively with housing. We had a number of displays where attendees could
view maps and other supporting documentation. Then, ﬁnally we had a
questionnaire which they could complete or take way asking for their input. We
followed this up after the event with further consultations around the town. In
addition we launched an online survey to ask the same questions as on the paper
questionnaire and at the same time transposed paper to online. We
communicated with the public to let them know they could have their say online
until 10 March cut-off date. We have had a fantastic response to this process with
891 questionnaires completed from the Community and 70 from Business
domains.
We are at present collating all of the data we gathered to understand what the
public have told us to put into the NP. At the same time we are writing an Evidence
Based document which draws not only on the consultation output, but any other
pertinent information as well. This ranges from the Alton 2020 plan, Town Design
Statement to various reviews and policies which could impact the plan.
At the same time we are beginning to look at our draft objectives and policies
which will ﬂow from them for the NP (see ATC website) to ensure they remain valid
and focused. We are also designing our Feedback Presentation to the public
which will be undertaken on 17 May in Alton Assembly Rooms which we hope you
will attend.
Against all of the work we are doing as set out above there are a number of Developer consultations ongoing for proposed development sites around the town.
As the NP Steering Group we have no input or inﬂuence on these at this time other than through the standard consultation process (Town Council Planning,
Recreation and Transport Committee or privately from the community to East Hampshire District Council). As time goes by and we make the draft plan more
mature from around early November then the NP will begin to have inﬂuence over Developer proposals.
Your Steering Group is working very hard on your behalf and we remain open to comments, advice and assistance. You can contact us at altonnp@gmail.com,
through ATC on 01420 83986 or Facebook - Alton Neighbourhood Plan or view NP details on Alton Town Council Website\Neighbourhood Plan

TLC
(Tending, Listening and Comforting)
!

TLC (which stands for Tending, Listening and Comforting) is a small charity based in Bordon. The charity, partially funded by the Big Lottery, recruits volunteers
who are willing to give up to three hours of their time each week to befriend and support people with life-limiting conditions and their family carers in Surrey,
Hampshire and West Sussex. They also help and support people who are housebound in their own homes. Members of the community who have Cancer,
Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, MS, Stroke or just frail and elderly and their family carers, often feel isolated. Just someone coming in to have a cuppa, a chat, take
someone for a walk, or give respite to the family carer, makes such a difference to people in the community. Additionally, TLC has a team of complementary
therapists who give free therapies to help relieve clients' pain and also for their carers, who are often stressed with the strain of having to look after a member of
their family, with little respite.
TLC's volunteers give up their time to support and befriend for all different reasons, some want to give back something to the community and others are in need of
friendship themselves. TLC is a member of ACT (Alton Charities Together) and is actively seeking to recruit new volunteers in the Alton area, as they have a
waiting list of people needing support. All that is required is up to three hours a week commitment, full training is given and volunteers are carefully matched with
someone needing help.
For information about volunteering or the work TLC does, contact The TLC Team on 01420 477231 or volunteer@hospiceservices.org.uk
www.hospiceservices.org.uk

Who do I contact on local matters?
This handy cut out and keep guide will help you know who to contact when you need advice or information on local matters

Alton Town Council
01420 83986

East Hampshire District Council
01730 266551

Allotments
Assembly Rooms
Bus Shelters
CCTV
Christmas Lights
Dog Waste Bins (in parks)
Floral Displays
Footpaths
Grit Bins
Markets
Noticeboards
Parks & Gardens
Play Areas
Public Benches
Skate Parks
Sports Pitches and Pavilions, including the
Finnimore Pavilion
War Memorials

Car Parks
Cemetries
Collection of Council Tax/Non- domestic rates
Dog Waste Bins (other areas)
Community Recycling sites
Electoral Register/Elections
Environmental Health
Grass verges/Other grassed areas
Housing
Kerbside Recycling Collection
Licencing
Listed Building/Conservation areas
Planning
Protection of trees
Public toilets
Refuse collection
Sports Centre
Street cleaning
Street naming/Nameplates
Tourist Information Centre

2014 Events known to Alton Town Council
Hampshire Farmers’ Markets are monthly - 2nd Sat of the month- High Street
Craft Markets - 2nd Sat of the month- Market Square

Month
May

Date

Event

Times

Venue

Sat 10th
10th/11th
Sat 24th
30th-31st

Farmers and Craft Markets
Walking Festival
Town Park Festival - The Rhianna Trust
Alton Beer Festival

10:00am - 2:00pm
Various

High Street and Market Square
Anstey Park and various other locations
Public Gardens
Alton College

Sat 7th
Sat 7th
Sun 15th
Sat 21st
21st-29th
Sun 22nd
Sat 28th

Farmers Market and Craft Market
Alton Lions - Pirates of the Caribbean
Alton Concert Band
Teddy Bear Festival
The Jane Austen Regency Week
Victorian Cricket Match
Alton Horticultural Society Annual Show and
Scarecrow Competition
Cactus Brass
Alton and District Dog Training Club
Companion Dog Show

10:00am - 2:00pm
10:00am - 6:00pm
2:00pm - 4:00pm
10:00am - 4:00pm
Various
from 10:00am
12:30pm - 4:00pm

High Street and Market Square
Public Gardens
Public Gardens
Assembly Rooms
Various
The Butts
Assembly Rooms

2:00pm - 4:00pm
10:00am - 5:00pm

Public Gardens
Anstey Park

Sat 5th
10th-13th
Sat 12th
Sat12th

Brass Quintet
Jay Miller Circus
Farmers Market and Craft Market
Last Night of the Proms

Public Gardens
The Butts
High Street and Market Square
Public Gardens

Sun 20th
Sun 20th
Sun 27th

Trevor Birch
An Afternoon of music for everyone
Alton Bus Rally and Running Day
John Corin - Harpist

2:00pm - 3:00pm
As publicised
10:00am - 2:00pm
7:30pm -10:00pm
gates open from 6:00pm)
2:00pm - 4:00pm
10:00am - 5:00pm
2:00pm - 4:00pm

Anstey Park
Public Gardens

Fri 1st
Fri 8th
Sat 9th
Fri 15th
Fri 22nd
tbc
25th-30th
Fri 29th

Around the World with Magic
Jester Giggles Silly Magic Show
Farmers Market and Craft Market
Jester Giggles Entertainment Show
Punch and Judy Show
Live on the Lawn (to be confirmed)
St Lawrence Church Jigsaw Festival
Teddy Bears Picnic

2:00pm - 3:00pm
2:00pm - 3:00pm
10:00am - 2:00pm
2:00pm - 3:00pm
2:00pm - 3:00pm
1:00pm - 9:00 pm

Public Gardens Children's Entertainment
Public Gardens Children's Entertainment
High Street and Market Square
Public Gardens Children's Entertainment
Public Gardens Children's Entertainment
Public Gardens

2:00 - 3:00pm

Public Gardens Children's Entertainment

Sat 13th
Fri 19th

10:00am - 2:00pm
6:00pm - 7:30pm

High Street and Market Square
Assembly Rooms

Sat 28th
tbc

Farmers Market and Craft Market
Alton in Bloom - Local Competition
Awards Ceremony
Alton Herald Classic Car Show
Michelmass Fun Fair

10:00am onwards

Town Centre
The Butts

Sat 11th
18th

Farmers Market and Craft Market
AODS "Fawlty Towers" Comedy Show

10:00am - 2:00pm
tbc

High Street and Market Square
Assembly Rooms

Sat 1st
6th -9th
Sat 8th
Sat 8th
Sun 9th
Fri 28th

Round Table Firework Display
Alton Art Society Annual Exhibition
Holybourne Remembrance Service
Farmers Market and Craft Market
Alton Remembrance Service
Christmas Lights Switch-on

tbc (evening)
10:00am - 5:00pm
10:45am onwards
10:00am - 2:00pm
10:45am onwards
5:50pm onwards

Anstey Park
Assembly Rooms
London Road, Holybourne
High Street and Market Square
Crown Hill, High Street
Market Square

Sun 7th
Sat 13th
TBC
Tues 23rd
Thurs 26th

Yuletide Festival
Farmers Market and Craft Market
St Lawrence Church Christmas Tree Festival
Carols around the Tree
Hampshire Hunt

10:00am - 4:00pm
10:00am - 2:00pm

Town Centre
High Street and Market Square
St Lawrence Church
Market Square
The Butts

June

Sun 29th
Sun 29th
July

Public Gardens

August

September

October

November

December

7:00pm
11:00am -11:30am

Hampshire County Council
0845 603 5638
Education
Gritting of Roads
Household Waste Recycling site
(public amenity/ ‘Tip’)
Libraries
Museums
Pavements
Planning (strategic)
Public Transport
Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths
Roads
Schools
Social Services
Street Lighting
Trading Standards
Travel Concessions
Youth Services

