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Alton is
blooming
We’re going all out in Alton to retain our Silver Gilt award in
the South & South East in Bloom competition this summer.
All of the expected displays will be in place and the judges are
to be shown some of the latest developments and projects that
have made our town both look smarter and become more
environmentally friendly.
This year four of Alton’s open spaces will be entered for
specific park awards: Jubilee Playing Fields, Flood Meadows
and the Public Gardens, which all scooped Silver Gilt last year
plus, for the first time ever, Anstey Park. It’s hoped that judges
will be impressed with the new Finnimore Pavilion (pictured
right), which includes many environmentally-friendly features
such as grey-water recycling for the ground floor toilets and a
heating system which draws heat from underground. Also
judges will hear about the sterling work of the Anstey Residents
Group in their campaign to reduce dog-fouling in the park.
In the Public Gardens, the inspectors will be shown the new
play equipment which includes items for children with special
needs, some of which it is believed is a first for a public park in
Hampshire (see article to right).
As the judges tour the town on the big day in mid-July, they
will be meeting some of the volunteers and groups who are
responsible for helping keep the town looking great, including
members of The Alton Society, who will be highlighting their
mammoth tree-planting schedule last season, complementing
the Town Council’s own bumper efforts.
Once again Alton Horticultural Society is organising a
Scarecrow Competition and Pumpkin-growing Contest, which
go from strength to strength in encouraging younger green
fingers, plus the competition for ambitious sunflower growers.
Although the Town Council coordinates the campaign it
really is as ever a true community effort, with groups such as
The Alton Society, Allotment Association and Local Food
Initiative all pitching in to do their bit, along with our many
sponsors of roundabouts and hanging baskets.
Supporting the regional entry, as usual, will be the local Alton
in Bloom Competition, which is where, hopefully, you come in.
All you have to do is make your home or business look spick,
span and bright with flowers or plants and then complete and
return the form overleaf. It really is that easy! (Don’t forget
that judges are looking for flowers in addition to neat lawns and
shrubs.)
The huge array of civic silver, which will be on display in a
High Street shop window, and certificates (Gold, Silver Gilt,
Silver and Bronze) will be awarded in all cetegories and presented at the town’s annual version of The Oscars, to be held at
the Assembly Rooms on September 14th.
For further information, including details of sponsorship
opportunities, please contact Greg Burt on 01420 83986.

Keys at last! Town Mayor Cllr Sue Hodder points out that the
long-awaited new pavilion is now open for users at Anstey Park

Playing a special part in Public Gardens
Brand new play equipment for youngsters with special needs has
recently been installed in Alton's Public Gardens. The scheme is the
second phase of a refurbishment of the site, which is the town council's
busiest playground.
It includes a roundabout that can take wheelchairs and pushchairs, two
swings with secure harnesses, and a third swing (which requires a RADAR
key to unlock it) that can accommodate a wheelchair-user. It’s believed
that the swings could be a first for a public open space in Hampshire,
while it is the second such roundabout for wheelchair users in Alton, the
first having been installed by the Council in Anstey Park a few years ago.
The revamp has been completed in two phases, as costs didn’t allow for
everything being done in one go. These latest improvements, at a cost of
£46,700, have been funded from Public Open Space (POS) Developer
Contributions, which were secured via the planning process and released
by East Hampshire District Council.
“We’re very proud that we now have two playgrounds which include
equipment for youngsters of all abilities, including those with special
needs,” said Cllr Matthew Bayliss, Chairman of the Council's Recreation
Committee. “We hope that these improvements to the play area in the
Public Gardens will also help to attract people into the Town Centre; a trip
to the shops can easily be combined with a visit to the play area.”
Groundsman Peter Earp, whose main role is to keep the Public Gardens
looking their best, added: “We have a large number of disabled children
visiting the gardens and I know that, having waited a long time for this
equipment, they will have great fun using it."
Following the completion of the first phase some parents commented
that more is needed in the Public Gardens for very small children, so the
town council now intends to see what else may still be accommodated in
the playground.

Could you help Alton’s children to cross our roads safely?
Across Hampshire, the County Council operates a School
Crossing Patrol service at over 260 school locations, and their
staff do a grand job to ensure that children can cross the roads
safely to get to school.
The County currently has vacancies in the Alton area and is
keen to hear from community-minded men or women who can
help with this important role.
Experience is not necessary as full training will be

provided: what is more important are your personal qualities
and your commitment to providing a safe crossing
environment. School Crossing Patrollers should be able to
demonstrate traffic awareness as well as a sense of
responsibility and dedication. Needless to say, they must also
be prepared to be on duty whatever the weather, but a uniform
is provided to protect them against the elements!
Working up to 10 hours a week (with one session in the

morning and one in the afternoon each school day) a Patrol
can expect to start on a salary of £7.33 per hour. The post is
subject to an Enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB)
check.
For more information on these opportunities, and to find out
about any other vacancies in the area, contact Hampshire
County Council's Road Safety Team on 01962 846200, or
apply online at www.hants.gov.uk/school-crossing-patrols.

ALTON IN BLOOM 2012- OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
1.

Best Small Front Garden

2.

Best Large Front Garden

3.

Best Domestic Patio, Window Box or Tub

4.

Best Residential Premises

5.

Best Neighbourhood, Street or Locality

6.

Best Public Building (automatic entry for public buildings including hospitals; schools
can also enter this category if they have an attractive frontage).
7.

Best Schoolchildren’s Garden

8.

Best Planted Unusual Container

9.

Best Retail/Commercial/Office Frontage or Shop Window

10.

Best Red, White & Blue display (celebrating HM Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012)

11.

Best Olympiad Themed Display (for 2012 only)

12.

Best Licensed Premises (automatic entry for all licenced premises between The Butts

13.

Best Scarecrow: for children 11 years or under [schools, groups, individuals]

& Holybourne)

- the scarecrow should be made of natural materials, and plastic faces are not allowed. No entry
form required, just take your scarecrow to the Assembly Rooms Garden on Saturday, June 30th.
Entries will be accepted from 10am and the judging will take place at 12 noon.

14.

Tallest Sunflower: e-mail admin@alton.gov.uk or tel: 01420 83986, by August 31st
with your details, and judges will visit you (by appointment) to measure and photograph your
flower.

15.

Heaviest Pumpkin:- for details of how to enter visit www.altonhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Leader's Ledger
Wow, what a fantastic Jubilee weekend, with something for everyone, and our first carnival for 15 years!
My thanks go out to all the many organisations for
supporting the various events. A special thank you must
go to the Jubilee Events Working Party, chaired by Cllr
Kevin Stevens, and to the Town Hall and Assembly
Rooms staff for coordinating the weekend. All proceeds
collected during this weekend have been donated to
local charities and towards a new Jubilee Bandstand for
the Public Gardens.
The Finnimore Pavilion, in Anstey Park, is finally
completed, with eight changing rooms and an upstairs
function room: a fantastic new facility that will be an
asset to the community for years to come.
The new Waitrose supermarket, due for completion in
the autumn, will enhance the Station area and will
smarten up what was a derelict area of the town.
Finally, to the South Alton Plan. Although more details
are anxiously awaited, this project offers to provide a
state of the art Sports Centre, more housing on the old
Treloar Hospital site, and a large open space on top of
the hill behind the Treloar Heights estate, thus
protecting the hilltop for generations to come. You can
rest assured that Alton Town Council will be working
hard on your behalf to secure the best outcome for our
residents. We will be asking for your comments when
more details of this development emerge.
The next 12 months will be challenging, and yet
exciting, in shaping the future of Alton and the
surrounding area in these difficult financial times.
Cllr Peter Hicks, Leader of Alton Town Council

Name/organisation
......................................................................................................................................................................
Address
........................................................................................................................................................................................
.
Contact Telephone Number & Name of Contact...........................................................................

Please return this form by 12 noon on Monday, July 9th 2012 to:

Alton In Bloom
Town Hall, Market Square
Alton GU34 1HD

Tips for a Winning Entry - Please see helpful notes below from the judges of the
competition. We wish you the best of blooming luck!
All entries are marked as intimated by the
Royal Horticultural Society (who took over
the running of Britain in Bloom in 2002); the
essential criteria for any entry have to be the
IMPACT made and the overall IMPRESSION
created. COLOUR is vital.
Aspects that judges may take into account
include:"The range and variety of planting ... albeit,
possibly, a smaller range of plants may, in
specific instances, be effective.
"Colourful shrubs, bushes and the like may
be just as outstanding as flowering plants
(and, in a particular location, the most
appropriate planting).
"A large area of planting (shrubs, flowers
etc) may be of significance; on the other
hand, a quite small entry might be a very
outstanding one.
"The quality of flowers and shrubs...
recognising however, that no doubt cheaper,
perhaps more common, types of flower etc.
can be just as endearing and striking.
"Where locality and space permits, features
may be worthy of recognition. Indeed,
possibly the whole entry might comprise a
feature.

"Maintenance must be taken into account.
For example, where dead-heading has
clearly not been done for weeks or large
dandelions have reached the seed stage,
then it is relevant to deduct some points form
an otherwise attractive entry.
NB: The name of the competition is Alton
in Bloom, this local competition being
designed to complement Alton 's entry into
"South & South East in Bloom". Accordingly,
entries should be judged on colour, overall
impression and the impact made.

Alton’s new Town Mayor, Cllr Sue Hodder,
was sworn in on May 16th at the Town Hall.
Her charities for the year are the League of
Friends of Alton Community Hospital and
Wessex Cancer Trust. Although Sue is likely
to have a very busy year, if you would like the
Town Mayor to attend an event or function,
please complete the form on our website
www.alton.gov.uk

Sign up now to welcome walkers
A major campaign, led by Alton Town Council to get official
recognition for the town's reputation as being a great place for
walking, is really gaining momentum.
Back in January, the town launched a bid to obtain ‘Walkers are
Welcome’ status, which helps strengthen a town's standing as a
place for visitors to enjoy the outdoors, bringing useful benefits to
the local economy.
To qualify the town has to show that it meets certain criteria,
including demonstration of popular local support for the concept,
action to ensure that the footpaths are maintained in good condition,
and active promotion of walking and local paths.
So far, the council has received numerous letters of support from
accommodation providers and various groups in the town, plus

Hampshire County Council and MP Damian Hinds; in addition it
has been busy collecting signatures to show grassroots community
support.
Members of the Town Council's Parish Paths Working Party,
which was established in 1996 to work with others to improve the
areas' footpaths and raise awareness and promote the network, had
a stall at the May Farmers' Market in the town centre, where a
further 150 signatures were collected from shoppers.
"The team was really busy all day explaining what the campaign
was all about, and people were really happy to support us,” said Cllr
Kevin Stevens, Chairman of the Parish Paths Working Party. ‘’We
are looking for approximately 500 signatures, and only now need
another 100 or so before we send our portfolio of evidence off to
the national organisers.’’
Signatures can be added to petitions at the Town Hall, Alton
Assembly Rooms or Outdoor Scene in the High Street.

Free insulation - get it now!

Sarah Thomas helps Liz Duncan fill her boot with loft insulation
So home insulation is free...or is it? And if so, to whom?
It's not surprising that many of us are confused. Initially cavity
wall and loft insulation was available free only to those over 70 years
old and/or on benefits. Now some say it’s free to all, but do we
believe them?
Over to Sarah Thomas, manager for Insulate Hampshire, for the
official answer. “Yes it is free to everyone, no matter what your age
or income. Everybody is able to get free home insulation from us - in
fact it's proving so popular that we have extended the scheme to
the end of September."
And John Hubbard, a volunteer for Energy Alton, can confirm the
actual costs of not insulating your home, via figures from the Energy
Savings Trust. “The experts have tested all sorts of homes, and on
average we lose over £175 a year if we have no loft insulation and
over £135 if there is no insulation in the walls, each and every year,”
he explained. “That's £1,550 after five years, which would pay for
a good holiday!”
To take advantage of this attractive benefit, you can either drop
into the Energy Alton shop at 51 High Street, which is open daily
(mainly mornings from 10.00), or call them on 07811 462 659.

TABLE TOP
To be held on the following Saturdays:
23rd June, 14th July, 18th August,
1st September & 13th October
OPEN FROM 09:30 - 12:30
Refreshments on sale from Pat's Kitchen.
To book YOUR TABLE or for more information,
please contact the
Alton Assembly Rooms direct on:
01420 82203 or e-m
mail: assemblyrooms@alton.gov.uk

Stylishly bearing the cost
To mark the Diamond Jubilee year, Alton Town Council intends to build
a new bandstand in the Public Gardens on the original base that was
erected in 1937 to mark the Silver Jubilee of King George V. Set be a
lasting tribute not only to Queen Elizabeth II but also her grandfather,
the ambitious plan will not come cheap, as the total cost is estimated at
£50,000. A generous private donation in the region of £20,000 has been
offered towards the project from the estate of the late Ray Porter, which
still leaves £30,000 to be raised.
But when it comes to projects and improvements round the town,
Alton has a new secret weapon to help 'bear' the cost. The Alton
Assembly Rooms has a limited edition collection of hand-knitted bears
available for a minimum donation of £4.00 each. Coloured red, white,
and blue, it is hoped that they will help anyone and everyone become
involved in the project, and be able to say that they helped in making it
happen.
The bears, which measure seven inches in height and are all slightly
different, have been hand-knitted and kindly donated by Kingston Bears,
who make them for charitable and worthwhile causes across the UK,
and provide each purchaser with a numbered certificate that also gives
the details of the project they are helping to fund.
“We are thrilled to be helping Alton with their Jubilee Project,” said
Philipe Bear of Kingston Bears. “I hope that people will see the good
work that is being done and give a little more than the suggested
donation to help raise the funds required that little bit faster. We love
the town of Alton and would very much like to do another limited
edition run next year for another project. This way local people could
not only continue to support their local projects, but also have a bear
collection that they will be able to pass onto the next generation, along
with the story of how it helped create a lasting legacy.”
The bears are available from the Alton Assembly Rooms, but will be
very limited in number, so be sure to get yours early to avoid
disappointment. For more details call 01420 82203 or e-mail
assemblyrooms@alton.gov.uk.

ALTON COUNSELLING SERVICE
ACS is a registered charity that has been offering counselling
to the people of Alton and North East Hampshire for 35 years.
We are seeking volunteers for the following positions:
ACCOUNTS MANAGER: Responsible for financial
administration of receipts and payments. Can be home-based,
but IT literacy is important. Approx. 4 hours per week.
PART-TIME RECEPTIONISTS for the office, to answer phone
enquiries and help out with general administration. Should be
computer literate. Approx. 3 hours per afternoon.
Your help would be greatly appreciated by an organisation
that continues to offer so much to Alton’s residents.
If you would like to discuss either of these roles, call Diana
Faithfull, Chair of Trustees, on 01420 588155, or the office on
01420 89207; or you can email admin@www.altoncounselling.org.uk

If any resident did not get their Spring 2012 edition of The
Altonian delivered and would still like a copy, then please pop
into the Town Hall. The council was testing alternative
delivery methods for the newsletter, but unfortunately this
resulted in many households being left Altonian-less! It’s
back to the tried and tested for this issue.

ALTON TOWN COUNCIL
Town Hall, Market Square, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1HD
Telephone 01420-83986, Fax 01420-542490
Email: info@alton.gov.uk Website: www.alton.gov.uk

Ask the panel!
A project to enable visitors to better appreciate the built and natural history of Alton's parks and areas of public realm is now complete.
Since 2008 nine interpretation panels costing a total of £7,400 have
been installed by Alton Town Council, using Developers'
Contributions for the improvement of open space released by East
Hampshire District Council.
Made of robust stainless steel, with artwork designed by Martin
Saban-Smith, the panels tell the reader about the history of Crown
Close, Market Square, the Public Gardens, St Lawrence Churchyard
and Bells Fountain. Those situated at King’s Pond, Flood Meadows
and Greenfields advise of the flora and fauna that can be spotted by
the eagle-eyed. The final panel, at London Road Holybourne, gives an
historical overview of the whole village.
Councillor Matthew Bayliss said, "Alton has a rich history and wealth
of plants and wildlife in its parks and open spaces,” declared Cllr
Matthew Bayliss, who chairs the council's Recreation Committee .
“We hope that everyone will enjoy reading the panels and, by doing
so, discover a new perspective on our town."
Deputy Town Clerk Greg Burt, who has led the project added: "The
council is extremely grateful to those volunteers who have helped in
the mammoth task of providing all the information, photos and drawings that have gone into these panels. It has been incredibly time-consuming, but well worth the effort."
Hampshire Farmers’ Markets are being held in Alton High
Street on the second Saturday of each month, with a
Craft Market in the Market Square on the same day.

PUBLIC GARDENS 2012 ENTERTAINMENT
June 23 Saturday Bi Band (Eggar’s School)
July 1 Sunday U3A Choir
7 Saturday Last Night of the Proms
Alton Festival of Dance &
Morris Weekend - see press
John Corin (harpist)
Haunted Castle *
Bagshot Concert Band
Punch & Judy *
Alton Concert Band
Nick Clarke Entertains *
Trevor Burch: Á pleasant
afternoon of piano music’
Wobbly Wizard *
17 Friday
18 Saturday Brass Quintet
Teddy Bears’Picnic * Plus Best
24 Friday
Dressed Teddy Competition
27 Monday Live On The Lawn
Jester Giggles *
31 Friday

14
15
22
27
29
Aug. 3
5
10
12

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday

3-4.30pm
2-3pm
7.30-9.30pm
(Gates at 6pm)
2-4pm
2-3pm
2-4pm
2-3pm
2-4pm
2-3pm
2-4pm
2-3pm
2-3pm
2-3pm
2pm-dusk
2-3pm

For further information - 01420 83986 or www.alton.gov.uk
(* Denotes Children’s Activity /in Assembly Rooms if wet)

Keeping users in the loop
Users of Alton’s Assembly Rooms should have
a more enjoyable experience when attending
the venue, following the latest improvement
which will, quite literally, keep them in the loop.
Work completed to upgrade the hearing loop in
the main hall, as well as fully integrating it into
the building's sound system, will enable those
who require the use of a hearing aid to have
greater enjoyment of theatrical and music performances and public meetings, as they will now
be able to hear all that is going on.
The works were carried out following a survey which showed that some
users were having difficulty hearing the different levels and pitch of
sound, and that some sounds seemed to come through much louder than
others.
“These improvements will enable those with hearing difficulties to have
the same experience when watching a performance or attending a public
meeting as those with regular hearing,” explained Assembly Rooms
Manager Jason Passingham. “I hope that people with such a condition will
benefit greatly from the improvements that we have made.”

Pregnancy Yoga is here in Alton
A new pregnancy yoga class at the Assembly Rooms
in Alton runs from 14th June to 19th July on Thursday
mornings from 10.00-11.15am.
Pregnancy is a time of tremendous change. As
hormone levels rise you may feel fatigued, sick,
emotional, dizzy, anxious and irritable. As the baby
grows you may experience back ache, shortness of
breath or swollen ankles. The gentle poses combined
with rhythmic breathing taught in yoga can help
alleviate many of these symptoms. In addition to
maintaining physical health and strength, the classes
will prepare you for the birth by teaching specific
movements to help you cope with the strong sensations
of your birthing muscles during labour and breathing
techniques to help you stay calm and focused.
Yoga classes will not guarantee an easy, pain free
birth: however the techniques you practise while
pregnant will help you to release tension, trust your
instincts and nurture a confident, calm and flexible atti-

tude towards the birth. Regular classes
are a wonderful way to make friends
with other pregnant women; friendships
that can provide valuable companionship and support beyond the birth itself.
If you are interested in joining, contact
Rebecca James on 07929 185057 or via
bex.yoga@gmail.com.

