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Mayor’s Christmas Message
As another year races to a close it gives me an opportunity to reﬂect on my time in ofﬁce so far. I have been
overwhelmed by the fantastic array of events and opportunities that serve the Alton community and I must
praise every individual who gives up their time to showcase our wonderful town.
I would like to take the opportunity to share some of the highlights of my time in ofﬁce: The Alton Show – how
wonderful to see so many people come from far and wide to enjoy the events in the arena along with all of the side
shows. The Carnival event another great success, with a wonderful colourful display from all ages, groups and
clubs. I had a fantastic time judging the ﬂoats which was not an easy task as so many ﬂoats had made such great
efforts and they all deserved individual praise.
In July I had the pleasure of celebrating the one year anniversary of the London 2012 Olympic Games with the
Festival of Sport event. The impact of the Olympics was evident as I saw families and people of all ages ﬂock down
to Anstey Park to try a wealth of sports delivered by local clubs. I even had a go at a few sports myself with my
fellow councillors and I praise all the volunteers on the day for making the event one to remember.
Proms in the Park - another great evening and for the ﬁrst time in years the sun shone and the crowds ﬂocked to enjoy the evening's entertainment.
A particular highlight for me was being invited by Chris Gardner (no relation) to perform in one of his original pieces armed only with a mobile
phone. I would like to thank everybody involved in making this one of the best Proms in the Park to date.
I must of course acknowledge the town's fantastic achievement in the South East Region and Britain in Bloom awards. I was full of pride when
collecting the Town's Silver award at Britain in Bloom awards in Cleethorpes and instantly thought of our skilled gardeners, hard-working
volunteers and council staff, all who have rolled up their sleeves and made the campaign a success.
I have also been fortunate to attend many of Alton's charitable events and I'm staggered by the passion, determination and drive that so many
Altonian's have in supporting others. I wish I could put in print all of the other events and causes that I have had the pleasure to have attended so
far this year and I look forward to what 2014 has in store.
As Christmas approaches, please spare a thought for an elderly neighbour, or anybody alone in your area who may need a helping hand as winter
approaches. I am also aware that many military families will be separated from their loved ones due to operational duties during this holiday period,
they will be in my thoughts.
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and look forward to the Town having a prosperous New Year.
Councillor Derek Gardner, Town Mayor of Alton

Grounds Manager welcome
Alton Town Council welcomed Ty Smith to the
team as Grounds Manager in August this year.
Ty brings a breadth of experience to the role
from his work with other local authority sites,
school grounds and as a contractor and is
looking forward to working with a community
he knows well.
Ty, a family man who currently lives in Liss, is
looking forward to improving the existing
sports facilities and open spaces for all
sections of the community and is delighted to
be joining an experienced team.
Ty would like to remind residents that all public areas, including the Public
Gardens and Anstey Park, will be open during the Christmas Holidays and
New Year Holiday to allow for a break from festivities and enjoy some
gentle exercise to work off the Christmas dinner!

Season Greetings from Alton Town Council

Christmas in Alton
Christmas Lights Switch Friday 22nd November, 6pm in the Market Square.
Join in the fun when the Towns Christmas Lights are switched on by the Town Mayor of Alton and take in the thrills and spills of the funfair in Lady
Place car park.
Alton Yuletide Festival Sunday 1st December, 10am-4pm, along the High Street
Alton's Yuletide Festival takes place on Sunday 1st December; with traders and local good causes' stalls lining the High Street, complemented by the
ever popular Miniature Donkeys and Alpacas outside the Assembly Rooms, entertainment outside the Swan Hotel, to Walls Funfair providing more
fun at the other end.
In the Assembly Rooms you can discover Father Christmas in his award-winning magical grotto as well as enjoying spectacular stalls in the main hall
and lower room. The Community Centre will also host their annual Christmas Cracker event, which boasts various stalls selling gifts and treats and
residents can enjoy free mulled wine and a mince pie or two!
A program of day long entertainment provided by local groups and societies can be found on the small stage in front of the Swan Hotel and
professional street entertainers will be mingling with the crowds to complete the festival atmosphere.
Whilst all town centre car parking is free on the day, courtesy of East Hampshire District Council, due to the number of visitors coming into town on
the day local residents are encouraged to leave their cars at home if possible.
Traditional Christmas Fayre Saturday 14th December, 10am - 2pm St. Lawrence Church
Craft Stalls for gifts, lucky dip, Tombola, plants, cakes, fairground organ, children's games, side shows and lots more. Keep warm with a bowl of
home-made soup in the Parish Centre.
Carols Around The Tree Monday 23rd December, 7pm in the Market Square
Join the Salvation Army who will be leading the singing of traditional carols at 7pm. Hymn sheets will be available.

Town Clerk statement on Molson
Coors Sports Ground
In October 2012 Molson Coors informed Alton Town Football Club (FC) and
Alton Social Bowls Club that they would need to leave the Anstey Road sports
ground at the end of the 2012/13 season. The brewing giant would be obliged
to replace the sports facilities if they obtained planning permission to redevelop
the site, but they have no legal obligation towards the two clubs, nor are they
obliged to allow anyone else to have access to the site.
The Town Council sought discussions with Molson Coors, the sports clubs,
Hampshire Football Association and other relevant parties, to seek a solution
that avoided the dissolution of any sports club.
In February 2013, Alton United FC put forward an idea to improve their Anstey
Park ground, which they lease from the town council. The proposal included the
addition of a 3G artiﬁcial pitch, ﬂoodlights and upgraded buildings, to allow
Alton Town FC and Alton United FC to merge into a single, stronger club,
catering for all age groups. Achieving this solution would require signiﬁcant
funding and also a delay in the eviction of Alton Town FC.
The Town Council welcomed this proposal at its March 2013 meeting and
agreed in principle to the proposed improvements. Molson Coors has shown an
interest in funding the improvements if they obtain planning permission on
their site and has allowed the clubs to continue playing on the site while
discussions take place.
The brewer also asked the Town Council to conﬁrm its continued willingness to
make land at Chawton Park Road available to construct a new bowling green.
This was initially agreed to in 2006. The land in Chawton Park Road is held by
the council to provide outdoor recreation facilities, or premises for clubs and
societies.
Councillors conﬁrmed their willingness to accept a new bowling green on 12th
June, subject to the proposed bowls club land being valued and Molson Coors
providing a suitable sum for the replacement of that open space land.
Discussions are taking place to reach an agreement on this.
Any new facilities would be built at the expense of Molson Coors but owned by
the Council and leased to appropriate clubs. The council sees this as a better
solution for Alton than having a closed sports ground and losing two local clubs.

Leader's Update
There has been plenty going on recently that will impact the residents of Alton,
which will result in a busy year for the Town Council in 2014.
Neighbourhood Plan
At the last meeting of Full Council on 15th October, the Town Council decided to
undertake a Neighbourhood Plan, this follows on from the publication of the Alton Study
which was undertaken by the District Council. This positive move will allow us, the
residents of Alton, to have a much larger say in how Alton is to develop during the
coming years. Whilst this plan will mainly focus on future housing, it will also cover
infrastructure, trafﬁc, health and education services, town centre and employment.
Whilst it is generally accepted that there is a housing shortage throughout the South
East; by undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan it will allow us to determine where these are
to be built and the type and mix of housing to be built. (Not to have undertaking a
Neighbourhood plan would have resulted in the District Council telling us where and
how many dwellings the town can expect during the next 15 years.)
Alton Sports Centre
'What is happening with the Alton Sports Centre' many residents have asked me. The
District Council has recently undertaken a Study to determine whether to refurbish the
existing, or to build a new facility and if new – where. The study also considered the
facilities required to meet the needs of the expanding town. The Town Council have
been actively pushing for publication of this document. The good news is that this
document has now been published.
Windmill Hill
The Recreation Committee at their meeting on 23rd October recommended that
Windmill Hill should revert to being a public open space and the site will lay fallow over
the winter months and in the spring the Council will hold a consultation on how this
open space will evolve. More details of this will be published nearer the time.
Residents welcome
Finally, I would remind members of the public that you are welcome to attend any of our
Full Council or Committee meetings and to speak on any relevant subject. Details of our
meeting dates and their agendas are published on the Town Council website.
With good wishes for the Christmas and New Year period.
Councillor Peter Hicks

Alton thrives for in Bloom
Alton Town Council welcomed some 125 local residents and businesses to their Annual Alton in Bloom Awards Ceremony at the Assembly Rooms on Friday 20th
September. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Councillor Sue Hodder, Chair of the Recreation Committee, with the Town Mayor, Councilor Derek Gardner
presenting the awards. Special thanks were given to both the sponsors of the event and volunteers, who without their continued support, this event could not take place.
Also on the evening, Councillor Hodder announced the South & South East in Bloom results of the regional judging that took place in July and was proud to report that
Alton is maintaining its high standards of presentation and maintenance across the town centre and many of its parks and gardens, according to the judges from South
and South East in Bloom, who visited the town back in July this year.
Alton also achieved great success in the Britain in Bloom Awards which took place in Cleethorpes on 12th October. The Mayor and the Chairman of Recreation were once
again full of pride when collecting a Silver award on behalf of Alton at the national Britain in Bloom competition in the Large Town category. This was a ﬁrst time entry for
Alton, having been nominated to represent the South & South East Region in the prestigious national competition.
With so many people involved throughout the campaign, warm congratulations are extended to each and every individual, local community group who rolled up their
sleeves and got involved, as well as those residents who entered the local competition and provided spectacular vibrant displays of colour throughout the summer
months. With so many local groups and individuals involved in the overall In Bloom effort in the town each year, this award is the icing on the cake of what has been a very
successful year.
Take a bow Alton – you deserve it!

Alton in Bloom 2013 Category Winners
South & South East in Bloom Awards
presented at the Regional Awards Ceremony – Wednesday, 11th September 2013 – Tunbridge Wells

Individual Categories
1) Best Small Front Garden - Alton Horticultural Cup - Mrs Mary McGinty
2) Best Larger Front Garden - Town & Country Cars Cup - Joint: Mrs Vilai Baker & Mrs & Mrs French

In the RHS It's Your Neighbourhood Category – Mid Hants Railways Limited
gained a Level 4 Certiﬁcation – “Thriving”.

3) Best Domestic Patio, Window Box or Tub - Garthowen Cup - Mrs Elaine Holton

Alton Town gained the following awards, matching last year's achievements:

4) Best Residential Premises - Alton Herald Plate - Hanover: Windmill Court, St Mary's Close

Silver Gilt - Public Gardens (only 2 points short of Gold)

5) Best Neighbourhood, Street or Locality - Prichard Salver – Cromwell Gardens

Silver Gilt - Anstey Park

6) Best Public Building - Alton Community Hospital Shield - Wootey Infants School

Silver Gilt - Flood Meadows

7) Best Schoolchildren's Garden - Best Schoolchildren's Garden – Pam Jones Cup - Alton Infants School

Silver Gilt - the town of Alton

8) Best Planted Unusual Container - Clarke Trophy - Alton Infants School

Gold Award (for the second year running) - Jubilee Playing Fields

9) Best Retail/Commercial - Alton Post Gazette Cup - Alley Cats Beauty Studio

Special Commendations were also awarded to:

10) Best Licensed Premises-Mid Hants Cup- The Crown Hotel

Alton Society – for work undertaken by their Environmental Group at
Flood Meadows and their annual litter pick of the town

12) Tallest Sunﬂower - Adult (Young at Heart) - Bob Kell – 253 cms
Child (Individual) - James Rhodes – 237 cms
Child (Group) - Wootey Infants School – 231 cms
Overall Winner of the Tallest Sunﬂower - Mr Bob Kell

Amery Hill School – Chloe's Garden – created as a lasting memory for Chloe

Individual Award Winners

Sally Hunt – ALFI for the continuing good work at Alton Railway Station

Dr June Chatﬁeld for her work with the River Wey Trust and Flood Meadows

OVERALL WINNER FROM HOLYBOURNE - Vokes-Oakley Trophy- Mrs Mollie Renners, London Road
Britain in Bloom – Alton was awarded Silver in the Large Towns Category
BEST INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE ENTRANT- Norman Pointing Trophy - Mrs Vilai Baker, Dove Court
The winner chosen by Mr. Norman Pointing

Congratulations to
everyone who took
part

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO THE IN BLOOM EFFORT - John Smith Trophy - Mr Greg Burt
ALTON SOCIETY - “TIDY UP TROPHY” - Wootey Junior School Council
THE “UNSUNG HERO” - The Joan Richardson - Memorial Trophy - Mr Ernie Oakley

Banners Policy reminder

Message from Parish Paths: Footpath Wardens
wanted and check your hedges

Banners are an accepted effective way of promoting community events and
activities, however their multiplication at several sites in Alton has resulted in
the Town and County Councils taking a more rigorous approach to their
display. The railings at Anstey Park are privately owed by Alton Town Council;
permission must be sought from the Town Council which will only give
consent, if the event or organisation is based or is taking place at Anstey Park
or is for an event being grant aided by the Town Council. Railings at Draymans
Way (by Sainsbury’s) are highway property, owned by Hampshire County
Council.

The Parish Paths Working Party are looking for Footpath wardens to help identify
problems on the Towns vast network of footpaths and alleys. Wardens report any
issues to the Town Council so that they can be raised and resolved via Hampshire
County Council. Whilst the role is voluntary and are welcome to attend meetings of
the Working Party, held three or four times a year. If you are interested, please
contact Alton Town Council on 01420 83986.

To display a banner you must ﬁll in the banner application form on the
Hampshire County Council website www.hants.gov.uk.
Hampshire County Council will not give permission for banners of a purely
commercial nature or for events taking place outside Alton or its immediate
environs; failure to follow their application and approval process will result in
banners being removed accordingly.

The Working Party would also like to remind residents to take care and check if they
have any hedges, trees or undergrowth that overhangs and connects to public
footpaths or pavements to cut them back so not to restrict access.
SAVE THE DATE
Alton Town Council are pleased to announce following the great success of Alton’s
ﬁrst Walking Festival in April this year, that the event will take place again on the
weekend of 10th & 11th May 2014! The festival will offer a new programme with a
variety of themed guided walks that showcase Alton and the surrounding
countryside.

Who do I contact on local matters?
This handy cut out and keep guide will help you know who to contact when you need advice or information on local matters

Alton Town Council
01420 83986
Allotments
Assembly Rooms
Bus Shelters
CCTV
Christmas Lights
Dog Waste Bins (in parks)
Floral Displays
Footpaths
Grit Bins
Markets
Noticeboards
Parks & Gardens
Play Areas
Public Benches
Skate Parks
Sports Pitches and Pavilions, including the
Finnimore Pavilion
War Memorials

East Hampshire District Council
01730 266551
Car Parks
Cemetries
Collection of Council Tax/ Non- domestic rates
Dog Waste Bins (other areas)
Community Recycling sites
Electoral Register / Elections
Environmental Health
Grass verges/ Other grassed areas
Housing
Kerbside Recycling Collection
Licencing
Listed Building/ Conservation areas
Planning
Protection of trees
Public toilets
Refuse collection
Sports Centre
Street cleaning
Street naming/ Nameplates
Tourist Information Centre

Hampshire County Council
08456035638
Education
Gritting of Roads
Household Waste Recycling site
(public amenity/ ‘Tip’)
Libraries
Museums
Pavements
Planning (strategic)
Public Transport
Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths
Roads
Schools
Social Services
Street Lighting
Trading Standards
Travel Concessions
Youth Services

Alton Twinning: Roundabout Way to
Pertuis
(in the Rain!)
On a recent visit by members of the Alton
Town Twinning Association to Pertuis in
Provence there was the naming of a
roundabout in honour of Alton. The RondPoint d'Alton is the ﬁrst when arriving in
Pertuis from Aix & Marseille.
Due to extreme weather conditions a
'virtual' ceremony was held indoors with a
duplicate name-plate that has been brought
back to Alton.
The Mayor, Roger Pellenc, conducted the
naming and also spoke at a reception to
celebrate the links between the towns.
So the search is on for a road or roundabout
in Alton that we can name after Pertuis!

