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Minutes of The Annual General Meeting held on 7th February 2020 in The Friends’ Meeting
House, Alton at 7.30 pm.
Present: Lord Selborne, President,
S Miles, Chairman,
T Hamilton, Treasurer,
N Hughes, Secretary,
and 28 members whose names are recorded in the Attendance Book.
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting. He noted, with regret, the death of Elizabeth Tunnah, an
honorary member, and long-serving Chairman of the Society.
He was pleased to say that, at its last meeting, the Committee had resolved to offer Honorary Membership to
Clive Carter, who was unable to attend the present meeting.
No other apologies for absence had been received
1.

The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 8th February 2019, and published in the 2018 Annual
Report, were opened to the meeting. Jim Wilde proposed and John Glasgow seconded that they be
accepted; the meeting concurred.

2.

Matters Arising. There were none.

3.

The Secretary presented his Report for the year. He drew attention to the successful programme of
field meetings and evening lectures arranged by Edward Raynor.
The Secretary observed that notwithstanding the health of the Society today it needed to plan for the
future: we need to recruit new, particularly younger, members, and he was disappointed that the
Committee had had not yet been able to follow through the efforts of Jenny Hallett’s and Jenny
Griffiths’ sub-committee.
He referred to the issues facing the local environment and its natural wildlife by continued
pressures of development, particularly new housing, challenges that were likely to become more
demanding with the uncertainties of climate change.
The Society would have an important role in monitoring these changes.
In closing, he thanked the retiring Treasurer for her successful management of the Society’s finances
over many years, and thanked both Tina and David Hamilton, who produced the Society’s Annual
Report and Programme Cards. He asked, too, the Meeting to acknowledge the support of Penny
and Ted Raynor for their contribution to making the Society what it is today.
The full text of the Secretary’s Report will be included in the 2019 Annual Report.

4.

The Treasurer presented a summary of her Report and Accounts of the Society for the year ending
31st December 2019 to the Meeting; they will be published in the Annual Report. She noted that
membership is slightly up. She noted with particular regret the passing of Elizabeth Tunnah who, as
the Chairman had said, had been our Chairman for many years, also leading our Botanical walks
and hosting many meetings of the Committee.
The Treasurer reminded the meeting that the Society benefits from Gift Aid and she reminded
members of the need to advise any changes to their tax status or where they reside.
Thanks were due to Ted Raynor in keeping the cost of speakers for the evening meetings the same
as last year without compromising their quality and interest. Members’ donations towards
refreshments at our meetings also made a welcome contribution to our income; they also provided
the opportunity for lively conversations amongst those present.
The Society’s income in 2019 was £906.32, and the expenditure £985.85, making a deficit of income
over expenditure of £79.53. Notwithstanding the deficit, which was largely due to a general
increase in running costs and, which this year, included a new charge for public liability insurance
at outdoor meetings she believed that The Society’s finances were in good health. The Committee,
however, could not afford to be complacent, and continued review of costs was necessary.
In closing her report, the Treasurer thanked Pat Ridley for her examination of the accounts this year.
Tina thanked all the committees over her tenure as Treasurer for their support, and wished her
successor, John Oates, every success.
The adoption of the Treasurer’s Report and Accounts were proposed June Chatfield, seconded by
Jim Wilde, and carried on a show of hands.
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5.

Section Leaders’ Reports. These will be published in full in the 2019 Annual Report: brief
summaries are recorded below.
a). Botany. Isobel Girvan gave a brief summary of visits to Chappetts Copse, Ancells Farm and
Lynchmere Common. Full details will be included in the Annual Report. She had also carried
out surveys at Hogmoor Enclosure, Headley Gravel Pit and Oakhanger Pond.
b). Entomology. Stephen Miles said that he would provide the text for the Annual Report He noted
that migration patterns of butterflies seemed to be changing; in particular he mentioned Painted
Ladies and Jersey Tiger Moths.
c). Birds. Steve Mansfield corrected the mistake in the Secretary’s report – the reference to an
evening meeting at Kingsley had actually taken place the year before. Apart from the
productive evening at Chawton Park Wood, a visit to a new site at the old gravel pits at Tice’s
Meadow between Farnham and the Hog’s Back had been very worthwhile. Also of interest was
a good showing of migrant Flycatchers in August (both Spotted and Pied); by contrast there had
been few winter Chaffinch migrants. The full text will be included in the Society’s Annual
Report.
d). Mammals. Edward Raynor said that a summary would be included in the Annual Report.
e). Mycology, Molluscs and Bryophytes. June Chatfield said that, following a bad year for fungi in
2018, they had a particularly good showing (thirty species) at Chawton Park Wood in October;
Binns Wood, however had been disappointing. She also noted that the Coral Tooth fungus seen
at Selborne in 2012 had destroyed its host – the trunk of a beech tree. Full details will be
published in the Annual Report.
The Chairman thanked all the Section Leaders for their efforts during the year, and for their reports.

6.

Election of Officers and Committee.
The Chairman, Stephen Miles, said that with Tina Hamilton’s decision to stand down after 17 years
as Treasurer there was a vacancy. He was pleased to say that John Oates had indicated his
willingness to offer himself for election. Steve Mansfield proposed his nomination, Pat Ridley
seconded, and John was duly elected Treasurer on a show of hands.
The Chairman, Stephen Miles, the Secretary, Nick Hughes and Ted Raynor, Programme Secretary
were all willing to continue in their respective offices.
The Chairman said that although Tina Hamilton had resigned as Treasurer, she was willing to
stand as an ordinary member of the Committee; she was formally nominated by Jenny Hallett,
seconded by Steve Mansfield, and elected on a show of hands.
The remaining members of the Committee had confirmed their willingness to continue: David
Hamilton, Jenny Hallett, David Lonsdale and Simon Rollinson; Section Leaders: June Chatfield,
Isobel Girvan and Keith Lugg, indicated their willingness to continue in their roles. They were
proposed, on bloc, by Penny Raynor, seconded by Rosalie Hughes, and elected on a show of hands.
In offering himself as Hon Treasurer, John Oates had suggested that the task of maintaining the
Register of Members be devolved to a new post of Membership Secretary, and this had been agreed
by the Committee. The Chairman, Stephen Miles said that he was pleased that Jenny Hallett had
volunteered; she was formally proposed by John Carlisle, seconded by Pat Ridley, and elected on a
show of hands.
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7.

Election of Auditors. Pat Ridley had agreed to review the Society’s accounts for 2019 only; The
Chairman said that he was pleased to say that Edwina Hayes had agreed to do so for 2020, in this
she was proposed by Pat Wilde, and seconded by Pat Ridley, and approved by a show of hands.

8.

Any Other Business. The Chairman, in thanking Tina Hamilton for her sterling work as Treasurer,
presented her with a bouquet of flowers on behalf of all the members of the Society.
He went on to thank all the members of the Committee for their support during the year.
In a discussion about the level of the subscription, and the continuing need to bear down on
expenditure, it was noted that although a small loss would be acceptable in any one year the best
way to maintain the full programme of evening and field meetings was to increase our membership.
The room limit of 80 in the Meeting House would be a goal.

A suggestion for savings might be to cut back on printing costs; an informal show of hands indicated
that a number of members would be willing to receive the Annual Report, and the Meetings
Programme, by electronic means: the savings could be worthwhile.
The Committee was tasked to survey all members, and if possible to arrange for distribution of the
forthcoming Annual Report accordingly.
The Meeting noted that the Committee had not so far been authorised, if it found it necessary, to
raise the subscription during the forthcoming year if events made such a move necessary to
maintain the viability of the Society. David Hamilton proposed that the Committee be so
authorised, June Chatfield seconded the motion which was carried by a show of hands.

Secretary’s Report
Once again, the Society has enjoyed a full year of well-attended Field Meetings and Evening Lectures, thanks
to the hard work of our Programme Secretary, Edward Raynor.
As always we have had the benefit of talks by our own members, they have also led the majority of our
summer visits. An exception was, however, the walk on part of the Rotherfield Estate near Colemore church
led by Francis Buner following his earlier evening lecture. A lucky few caught a glimpse of a couple of Grey
Partridges spooked by a passing kite, but most of the interest was in how the land was quite actively
managed in almost medieval strips and banks to create a diverse habitat for insects and cover for the game
and other birds, whilst retaining what seemed to be healthy cereal crops. It was also apparent that less
popular species were encouraged to stay away.

©

David Lonsdale.

Rosalie Hughes.

©

Following a talk to the society by the Partridge Project manager on the Rothfield Estate, Francis Buner, he led a field meeting. This strip
cultivation includes beetle banks and wildflower strips between those of agricultural crops. A return visit by three of us down this ‘right
of way’ hares were very active, apparently unaware of our presence.

Steve Mansfield led a productive walk in Chawton Park Wood at dusk in early May: ten Woodcock and six
tawny Owls were seen.
We had a particularly fruitful day at Noar Hill, led by Penny Raynor, and Isobel Girvan turned up a good
showing of orchids at the Hampshire Wildlife Trust site at Chappetts Copse, followed by a new visit to a
rather desiccated bog, in Fleet, on a very wet day.
Ted Raynor led what turned out to be a game of hide and seek, aided and abetted by Stephen Miles, around
the Woodland Trust at Burkham. All these, and others, were thoroughly enjoyable, rather family occasions
amongst friends.
By contrast, and just as enjoyable, was the Society’s stall at the Gilbert White Nature Festival. Several of us,
led by Stephen Miles, set out to attract the interest of passing families and their children; I think it was a
worthwhile effort. Other members of the Society participated in different activities on the day, and I believe
that the Festival should be a fixture of our programme, an important contribution to what might be called
outreach.
Like many other special interest groups today, the Society is ageing; we need to recruit new, especially
younger, members. It is disappointing that the committee was unable this year to follow through the efforts
of Jenny Hallett and Jenny Griffiths with their sub-committee seeking opportunities for increasing
membership through wider publicity. A particular strength of the Society has been its ability to combine the
expertise of professional biologists and land managers, often based in the Alice Holt Forest Research
community, and the expert enthusiasm of local amateurs.
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©
Rosalie Hughes.
Heather Tait at the Gilbert White Nature
Festival, is handling an Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation exhibit, a smooth snake
Coronella austriaca.

We need to maintain our capability by recruiting and, if
necessary, training new generations of well-informed
ecologists. We will need to keep a tight control of costs,
particularly if we are to attract younger members. We cannot
ignore, however, the wider challenges facing the well-being of
our local wildlife. However well-intentioned and welldesigned the provision of seemingly uncontrolled housing on
the boundaries of the South Downs National Park might be, the
pressures on our local habitats will inevitably increase with
population growth. To the west, the delicate environment of
the chalk streams will be threatened with increased abstraction
and reduced flows combined with threats of pollution; to the
east the headwaters of the rivers Wey and Rother are just as
vulnerable, and the globally scarce lowland heaths are often
regarded as wastelands, ripe for so-called development.

It is perhaps too early to see how patterns of agriculture will change as we leave the European community,
but it is almost certain that the land will have to be worked harder to return a profit and that wildlife will be
the loser.
Whatever the future may hold in respect of Climate Change, it seems likely that weather patterns will be
affected; rainfall may become more erratic, more floods, more droughts, likewise temperature more variable
and extreme, and seasons will become less predictable.
In all of these challenges I believe that the Society can, and will, play an important part in keeping an alert
and informed outlook on proposed developments. Continued monitoring and recording of the health of our
local wildlife will be essential if we are to retain our ability to influence the decisions made by our local
authorities. That will be our most important legacy for the future.
Finally, in closing what might have been felt like a sermon, I must acknowledge the huge contribution made
by Tina as our retiring Treasurer, and thank both Tina and David Hamilton for the production of our
Programme cards and the well-illustrated Annual Report.
I would like to thank all members of the committee for their support and indulgence in my idiosyncratic
approach to keeping minutes of their meetings, and in acknowledging the contribution of all the members.
I ask this meeting to join me in thanking Penny and Ted Raynor in particular for their enormous efforts in
making the Society what it is today.
Nick Hughes
Hon. Secretary

Treasurer’s Report
The total monies of the Society amount to £3,907.77, of which £735.32 is in the Community Account and
£3,104.21 in the Premium Account with £68.24 as cash. The level of the Society’s membership is up to 71 due
to new members. The total of the Subscriptions was £536.00. The Society had 2 honorary members during
2019. Unfortunately one of them, Elizabeth Tunnah passed away in December. Elizabeth was a long serving
member making a great contribution to the Society. She was Chairman for many years, also she lead
Botanical walks sharing with members her vast knowledge of plants and was always a welcome hostess to
the Committee even after she stepped down from her role as Chairman.
The qualifying income that the Society was able to claim Gift Aid on was less this year so the money we
received from the Inland Revenue was £105.52, down on last year. Gift Aid is a substantial part of our
income and as usual I would like to remind you that our records need to be kept up to date so please let me
know if your circumstances change and I will let you have a new form to fill in. The total amount of money
kindly donated to the Society was £124.00.
The cost of the hire of the Alton Meeting House was increased per meeting from £24.00 to £30.00 from the 1 st
January 2020, increasing the overall cost to £246.00 for 9 meetings, 5 at the higher rate. There was no
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payment to Shalden Village Hall in 2019 as the social is not being held until March 2020 and the cost of
holding it will be reflected in the accounts for 2020.
The Programme Secretary has done a marvellous job finding some very interesting speakers for the indoor
meetings keeping the cost at £335.00, the same as was spent last year.
The money raised by providing refreshments was £134.61, which gives a boost to the Society's funds and
members continue to enjoy the opportunity to have this time to exchange news and opinions of current
issues in the Alton area.
Post and Telephone costs increased to £45.92, due the increased cost of postage.
The Society spent £234.62 on printing and stationery, which is slightly up on last year due to the purchase of
a new receipt book. The printing costs remained the same.
Additional costs this year were £25.00 thank you gift to our outgoing Chairman and the purchase of public
liability insurance for the Society’s outdoor meetings. The new Chairman and the Committee felt that the
insurance cover had now become necessary. A donation was made by the Chairman to help cover the cost of
the insurance for the first year, thus enabling the Committee time to discussed with the membership changes
that could be put in place to increase the Society’s income.
The Business Premium Account accrued interest of £6.19.
The Society’s income in 2019 was £906.32 and our expenditure £985.85, making the income over expenditure
a deficit of £79.53. Even with this deficit the Society's finances remains in a very health position, but thought
has to be given as to how to address the increasing cost of running the Society.
I would like to offer my thanks to Pat Ridley for examining this year’s accounts.
Finally, as my last report as Treasurer, I would like to say thank you to past and present Chairmen,
Committee members and Society members for having the confidence in me to look after the Society’s
finances for the last 15 years. I wish John Oates every success in his new role as your Treasure.
T. M. Hamilton
Treasurer

Botanical Report

June Chatfield.

ANHS Field Meeting Chappetts Copse 12th May 2019
On a beautiful spring morning seven of us gathered at Chappetts
Copse, lying just east of West Meon, for botanical (and other) delights.
We were not disappointed. Chappetts Copse is a relatively small 12ha
broadly oblong shaped Beech dominated ancient semi-natural
woodland (ASNW) and is being actively managed by Hampshire
Wildlife Trust. It is well known for its population of different species
from the orchid family (Orchidaceae). Indeed, whilst we were in the
woodland we met someone on a reccy from the Hardy Orchid Society
and several other people who were after a glimpse of these special
©
orchids. In particular there was a good show of Narrow-leaved
Helleborine (Cephalanthera longifolia) out in flower (also known as
Sword-leaved Helleborine). The key identification points are that the
leaves are narrow, the flowers are creamy-white, held around 50
degrees from the stem, which open out slightly to show a yellow spot
Narrow-leaved Helleborine
on the epichile (the lower lip part of the flower). The flowers are
(Cephalanthera longifolia) out in
pollinated by small solitary bees from the genera Halictus and
flower (also known as SwordLasioglossum. However they produce no nectar and the yellow pollen
leaved Helleborine).
that the insects collect is of little nutritional value. It is thought that
bees are attracted to the plant by Batesian mimicry, in which the flowers closely resemble those of other
nectar and/or pollen producing plants, deceiving the insects into visiting and pollinating the flowers
(Plantlife, 2010). There has been regular monitoring at this site for many years, for example in 1970 2689
spikes were counted and ‘in England this orchid is at its strongest in East Hampshire with Chappetts Copse
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being the largest population’ (C. Chatters, 2003). This is assisted by the
current management strategies such as the careful glade clearance of
Bramble and Dog’s Mercury to reduce light competition. Despite this,
nationally it is considered to be facing a high risk of extinction in the
wild. Chappetts Copse also has a colony of White Helleborine (C.
damasonium) here and the hybrid between the two (C. x schultzei). Steve
Povey provides a useful guide to the different characters to look out for
in an article in the Hampshire Flora News (Spring, 2004). Other orchids
and the like found here include Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis
helleborine), Bird’s-nest Orchid (Neottia nidus-avis), Common Spottedorchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsia) and Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera).
Unfortunately we did not find any Bird’s-nest Orchid, but we did see
one or two of the Fly Orchids in flower.

©
June Chatfield.

Overall we recorded a total of 73 plant species, of which 22 have a
Fly Orchid (Ophrys
conservation status and 17 are on the Ancient Woodland Indicator list,
insectifera).
see species list below. Including a population of Ramsons or Wild
Garlic, in the peak of flowering. The leaves really do smell of Garlic and are good in salads or soups.
In the dappled sunshine was Solomon’s-seal showing us its understated flowers drooping down. This
resulting warmth had enticed out a saw-fly species, most likely Solomon’s-seal Sawfly (Phymatocera aterrima).
Stephen also noticed Common Snout-hoverfly (Rhingia campestris), a fly with a long snout that enables it to
take nectar from deep within flowers. As well as a nomada bee quartering low to the ground presumably
looking for a nest hole. This inquiline cuckoo-bee will lays its eggs in the hosts nest, which when hatched
will eat all of the hosts food stores.
As June was with us we also were shown several snails from the undergrowth include a rather lovely
example of the Keeled Snail and Round-mouthed Snail. If that was not enough we also heard a few common
birds such as Wren, Great Tit and Robin (incidentally there is a list of 69 birds apparently recorded from the
site on the ‘Landscape Britain’ website). Finally, Dormice are also reported to be present.
Onto more common woodland plants, we saw Lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum) with some black spots
(var. maculatum) and no spot varieties (var. immaculatum) next to each other, maculate meaning spotted.
There is no biological, ecological or geographical significance for the difference. There is a fascinating paper
entitled ‘Variation in Arum maculatum’ (Prime, 1955), where he explains that there is a preponderance of the
var. immaculatum in southern England. It also mentions that the spathes that wrap around the spadix (the
fertile spike) will roll open either in a clock-wise (dextral) or anti-clockwise (sinistral) direction. In the 1940’s
three studies were undertaken in Surrey, which indicated that there are slightly more sinistral opening
spathes. Why? You may well ask, the study made no conclusions, but it is certainly something that I will be
looking out for in the future.
Right at the end of the walk we were able to see both Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) sub-species almost side
by side. One was spreading over the ground in a sprawling fashion, yellowing as it went over ssp. fertilis,
whilst the other in contrast was more erect, in a small tuft, with bright green bigger leaves, which when
parted showed the bulbils ssp verna.
On the maps is shows the southern part of Chappetts Copse being named as Gadsfield. Curious by this I
investigated, but came up blank. Likely as not back in the day there was a chap called Gad who had a field.
However whilst hunting on the internet I did find a fascinating review of ‘Saxon in the Meon Valley: a Placename Survey (Kilpatrick, 2014) where as an introduction he states that ‘place-names preserve information
about topographic, linguistic and cultural conditions at the time of their formation’.
All in all it was a highly successful morning.
Scientific Name

Common Name

Abundance**

Acer campestre
Acer platanoides
Acer pseudoplatanus
Aesculus hippocastanum
Ajuga reptans

Field Maple
Norway Maple
Sycamore
Horse-chestnut
Bugle

R
LF
LF
R
R
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Conservation
Status*
AWI

Scientific Name

Common Name

Abundance**

Alliaria petiolata
Allium ursinum
Angelica sylvestris
Anthriscus sylvestris
Arctium minus
Arum maculatum
Betula pendula
Bracypodium sylvaticum
Buxus sempervirens
Carex sylvatica
Cephalanthera damasonium

Jack-by-the-hedge/Garlic Mustard
Ramsons
Wild Angelica
Cow Parsley
Lesser Burdock
Lords-and-ladies
Silver Birch
False Wood-brome
Box (planted)
Wood Sedge
White Helleborine

R
R
R
R
R
O
R
O
LF
R
LF

Cephalanthera longifolia

Narrow-leaved Helleborine

LF

Clematis vitalba
Cornus sanguinea
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Dactylorhiza fuchsii
Dryopteris dilatata
Dryopteris filix-mas
Epipactis helleborine
Euonymus europaea
Euphorbia amygdaloides spp.
amygdaloides
Fagus sylvatica
Ficaria verna ssp. fertilis
Ficaria verna ssp. verna
Fragaria vesca
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium aparine
Galium odoratum
Geranium robertianum ssp robertianum
Geum urbanum
Hedera helix ssp. helix
Heracleum sphondylium
Hypericum hirsutum
Ilex aquifolium
Lactuca muralis
Ligustrum vulgare
Lonicera periclymenum
Melica uniflora
Mercuralis perennis
Ophrys insectifera

Travellers-joy/Wild Clematis
Dogwood
Hazel
Hawthorn
Common Spotted-orchid
Broad Buckler-fern
Male Fern
Broad-leaved Helleborine
Spindle
Wood Spurge

LF
R
O
R
R
R
R
R
R
R

Beech
Lesser Celandine
Lesser Celandine
Wild Strawberry
Ash
Cleavers
Sweet Woodruff
Herb Robert
Herb Bennet/Wood Avens
Common Ivy
Hogweed
Hairy St. John’s-wort
Holly
Wall Lettuce
Wild Privet
Honeysuckle
Wood Melick
Dog’s Mercury
Fly-orchid

O
R
R
R
LF
R
LF
O
R
O/LA
R
R
LF
R
R/LF
R
R/LF
LF
R

Plantago lanceolata
Poa trivialis
Polygonatum multiflorum
Primula veris
Primula vulgaris
Quercus robur
Ranunculus repens
Ribes uva-crispa
Rosa arvensis
Rubus fruiticosus agg.
Rumex obtusifolius
Rumex sanguineus var. viridis
Sanicula europaea
Sorbus aria agg.
Stachys sylvatica
Tamas communis
Taraxacum sp.
Taxus baccata
Urtica dioica

Ribwort Plantain
Rough Meadow-grass
Solomon’s-seal
Cowslip
Primrose
Pedunculate Oak
Creeping Buttercup
Gooseberry
Field Rose
Bramble/Blackberry
Broad-leaved Dock
Wood Dock
Sanicle
Whitebeam
Hedge Woundwort
Black Bryony
Dandelion
Yew
Common Nettle

R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
LF
R
R
O
R
R
R
R
R
R

Conservation
Status*
AWI/Ax

AWI
Ax/GBRL & ERL
VU/SPI
Ax/GBRL VU &
ERL EN/SPI

AWI
AWI/Ax

ERL NT
AWI/Ax

AWI

AWI
Ax/GBRL & ERL
VU/SPI
AWI
AWI

AWI

AWI/Ax/ERL NT
Ax
AWI
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Scientific Name

Common Name

Abundance**

Veronica chamaedrys
Veronica hederifolia ssp. hederifolia
Veronica montana
Vibernum opulus
Vicia sepium
Viola odorata
Viola reichenbachiana
Viola riviniana

Germander Speedwell
Ivy-leaved Speedwell
Wood Speedwell
Guelder-rose
Bush Vetch
Sweet Violet
Early Dog-violet
Common Dog-violet

R
R
R
R
R
R
R
O

Conservation
Status*

AWI
AWI
AWI
AWI/Ax

*AWI=Ancient woodland indicator Ax=Hampshire Axiophyte (‘worthy plant’), see Hampshire Flora Group webpage for more
information GBRL & ERL=GB & England Red List for Plants VU=Vulnerable EN=Endangered NT=Near Threatened SPI=listed as a
Species of Principle Importance NERC Act 2006 Section 41
** D – Dominant A – Abundant F – Frequent O – Occasional R – Rare
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/plant-fungi-species/narrow-leaved-helleborine
Chatters C (2003) Sward Leaved Helleborines at Chappett’s in Hampshire Flora News (Autumn 2003)
Prime C (1955) Variation in Arum maculatum. BSBI Watsonia 3, 181-185
http://archive.bsbi.org.uk/Wats3p181.pdf
Plantlife (2010) Cephalanthera longifolia UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
https://lantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/uploads/documents/Cephalanthera_longifolia_species_dossier.pdf
Povey S (2014) Hampshire Flora News. Cephalanthera x schulzei in Hampshire, A note by Steve Povey Spring 2014, 13-14
Kilpatrick K (2014) Saxons in the Meon Vally: A Place-name Survey.
http://www.saxonsinthemeonvalley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/MeonValleyPlaceNameResearch_Sep2014.pdf

ANHS Ancells Farm Nature Reserve 7th July 2019.
Well the weather may have been threatening and glum, but the eight people on the walk with me were not!
We met in a humdrum car park, an easy walk away to the site across Ancells Road in Fleet. The sign on the
wooden gate let us know that cattle were out grazing, and as they were HIWWT beasts, we knew that they
would keep themselves to themselves, although we did get a glimpse of their white coats in the distance.
The reserve is part of a larger suite of sites known as Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI. The section that
we were looking at is known as Ancells Farm Nature Reserve and covers 12ha, known for its Common
Lizard, orchids and dragonflies across the wet acid meadow and lowland heathland, with some scrub,
ditches and woodland. Although there is no circular walk around the site, in fact no formal paths at all, this
is actually a bonus for the wildlife as they are not disturbed for the most part, a rarity in such an urban area.
At first we stuck to the drier periphery of the site, and given that I had stumbled into a wet ditch earlier that
morning, we proceeded with caution. However some members of the group did start to stray, in particular
Nick who scouted out several lovely plants that we would not have noticed otherwise including Cow
Wheat, with its pale yellow flowers. This semi-parasitic plant is often found on banks under Pedunculate
Oak, and this time was no exception, clearly its preferred habitat. The name comes from the fact that the
seeds resemble wheat seeds, which cattle will eat. In fact the scientific part of the name comes from the
Greek melas meaning black and pyros meaning wheat, as the seeds make bread go black.
The meadow was full of plants that are specific to this type of acidic, damp meadow habitat and one of the
first that we saw was Tormentil from the Rose family, although this is relatively common in Hampshire and
Surrey it is declining and included as a Red list conservation status GB species. Likewise Lesser Spearwort
from the Buttercup family and found in wetter areas across the site is on the England Red List. Several other
conservation status species were seen during the day. The pretty pink Lousewort was seen several times,
often found on grassy tussocks along with delicate purple hue of Heath Milkwort. A patch of yellow pealike flowers was investigated, turned out to be several Dyer’s Greenweed plants in full flower.
Due to the damp nature of the site there was a full range of rush plants – Soft Rush, Compact Rush, Jointed
Rush and Sharp-flowered Rush. Just to show how close we were to an urban setting there was also a patch
of Rose Campion and although not spreading, surely should not be encouraged. It was around here that
Nick pointed out several Heath Spotted-orchids, some with feint spotting on the lower lip of the flower and
others with more bold markings. Also present were Common Marsh Bedstraw, Marsh Foxtail-grass, Waterpepper, Creeping Willow, the pale pink flowers of the Cross-leaved Heath, tussocks of Sphagnum-moss and
Marsh Pennywort.
The ditches were full of water, and home to a range of emergent plants such as Yellow (Flag) Iris, Floating
Sweet-grass, Gipsywort, Yellow Loosestrife and climbing Bittersweet.
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The dull weather dampened the enthusiasm of the invertebrates that preferred to tuck themselves into quiet
niches. However on the return journey back through the meadow the sun did make an appearance and all
of a sudden we saw lots of Ringlets and Meadow Browns as well as grasshoppers. It was here that we
caught sight of the trembling Aspen leaves and talk turned to soughing boughs and Gerald Manley Hopkins
poem Binsey Poplars, which describes the felling of some Aspen.
We didn’t do too badly for birds as well, with Penny helping out, and saw or heard Song Thrush,
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Nuthatch, Sparrow and a Red Kite overhead. In addition Moles and anthills were
aplenty.

©
Isobel Girvan.

Stephen pointed out several invertebrates such as
Ichneumon Fly with its wasp-like waist, a twisttailed Hoverfly and 7-spot Ladybird. David was
on hand for fungi including a troublesome species,
with umbo, scaley surface and eccentric stem was
likely to be Pholiota aurivella (Golden Scalycap) and
grows on decaying wood. Chaga Mushroom
(Inonotus obliquus), was found on Silver Birch
around head height, it is parasitic with a sterile
conk and the appearance of burnt charcoal and can
be infused as a tea.

We saw plenty of the small shrub Bog Myrtle as we
Chaga Mushroom (Inonotus obliquus), was found on
walked around. The scientific name is Myrica gale,
Silver Birch.
the first part is derived from the Greek, Myron, meaning perfume. It is covered in conspicuous, scattered,
shining yellowish resin glands, especially on the leaf (see photograph). The oil glands are fragrant when
rubbed and the leaves were once dried and used to scent linen. The oil
was used centuries ago as an insect repellent and in 1990 it was
demonstrated that midges are paralysed following exposure to the oil and
it is known to repel midges from humans for up to three hours.

©
Isobel Girvan.

The use of Bog Myrtle in brewing appears to have started around 2000
years ago being called Gale Beer. It was used by elite Viking warriors,
known as Berserkers, used to imbibe large quantities to induce
hallucinations and to drive themselves into a bloodthirsty frenzy ready for
battle.

For the last section of the walk we crossed a dried out bog where the
insectivorous plant Oblong Sundew, with its very sticky dewdrop hairs
Bog Myrtle (Myrica gale).
was seen. There are some fascinating, if slightly macabre time-lapse
videos on YouTube of fly’s being caught in their trap. In addition we also saw Bog Pimpernel, Marsh St.
John’s-wort, Common Yellow-sedge and Common Spike-rush, then at the end of an undulating boardwalk
there was Common Cotton-grass, Bog Asphodel and several flowering Meadow Thistle (an anathema of a
name as it is rarely found in meadows).
And so we walked back to the start and what had begun as an unpropitious start with me alone in a car
park, turned out to be a rich and varied morning of both people and plants.
Alton Natural History Society Lynchmere Common 11th August 2019
Eight people ventured out to attend this field meeting, in quieter conditions to the day before, when we
would have been blown off our feet. We headed west with Ted leading the way for birds and me at the back
poring over grasses. Lynchmere Common forms a larger area with Stanley Common and Marley Common.
Lynchmere Society is an active group of people who help to look after and manage the commons. Areas
across the common are grazed with cattle, although none were seen, however there was evidence of rabbit
grazing. It is on Greensand, which produces acidic soils supporting a heathland and acid grassland mosaic.
There is much Bracken around, which is being managed to reduce its dominance. We saw a Common
Carpet Moth resting on its fronds (not to be confused with the Wood Carpet Moth or Galium Carpet Moth).
Potted highlights were acid grassland and heathland indicators such as Sand Spurrey, with its delicate pink
flowers and glandular hairs, Heath Bedstraw with its pearly white flowers and plenty of low growing
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©
Isobel Girvan.

Tormentil and Sheep’s Sorrel and a very small but perfectly formed Small
Cudweed on the path. There were plenty of grasses about too, including
Common Bent in flower, Wavy Hair-grass and Early Hair-grass as well as
Heath Rush, Heath Wood-rush and Pill Sedge. We saw several bees and
hoverflies, often using the Cat’s-ear as a nectar source such as Syrphus
ribesii a type of hoverfly with yellow ‘moustache’ bands on the black
abdomen and with basal cells of the wings covered in microthrichia on the
squama, or as David summed up ‘it has hairy armpits’. Several butterflies
were out today including Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood and a Small Copper.

Sand Spurrey

After a stroll down a grassy slope we came to two ponds straddling a path,
the location of a spring. Here we encountered one the many impressive veteran Pedunculate Oak trees
found in the area. On the edge of the water there was a patch of Lesser Spearwort and in the water cluster of
Water-purslane. We saw a fine male Golden-ringed Dragonfly perched on a clump of Rusty Willow, a large
beast with its very distinct yellow and black banded body moving every now and then to hawk its territory.
Several birds were pointed out including Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Willow Warbler, Marsh Tit and Bullfinch,
with Buzzards calling above us.
From here we gently meandered our way back through mixed woodland
and heathland, seeing more typical woodland flowers such as Enchanter’s
Nightshade, Yellow Pimpernel, Wood Sorrel and Greater Stitchwort (not
the Common Cow-wheat we originally thought but vegetatively very
similar). Several fungi were seen over the morning, but not many could
be identified, there were some wax caps and a Russula sp.

©
Isobel Girvan.

Isobel Girvan.

Back on the lane, we crossed over into the other side of Lynchmere
Common, in some ways very similar in composition however here we had
the pleasure of seeing all three heathers together (Ling, Bell Heather and
Cross-leaved Heather), lots of Bird’sLikely Wax-cap species
foot although not in flower and Dwarf
with Heath Bedstraw.
Gorse. It was amongst this that we saw
a Chalk-hill Blue butterfly. A remarkable find, given that it’s associated
with chalk grassland and its feeding plant is Horseshoe Vetch. It was
©
quickly followed by a Common Blue and so a good compare and contrast
could be made. We surmised that it had been blown off course in the wind
the day before and was just as confused as we were.
Chalk-hill Blue Butterfly.

Isobel Girvan

More on Botany
On Alton Natural History Society field meetings
8th May 2019, evening visit to Chawton Park Wood produced Common Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa).

June Chatfield.

8th June 2019 in Binswood led by Stephen Miles.
Over 40 species of vascular plants, including their state of
flowering were recorded. The assemblage of species on
the grassy area near Wood Farm, accessed via the track
from Rookery Farm, Shortheath Common, indicated
dampness from the underlying Gault Clay and also the
©
semi-acid nature of the low nutrient soil and its
traditional management. Additional accounts of this area
are covered in a previous ANHS Annual Report. It was
interesting to see two species of Holcus grass, the
ubiquitous Yorkshire Fog (H. lanatus) and the less hairy
Soft Grass (H. mollis) growing on the mound of the fox
White Field Rose (Rosa arvensis).
midden. The latter was not yet in flower but is separated
from Yorkshire Fog by the smooth sheaths and hairy nodes as well as by its generally later date of flowering.
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As expected the grassland was a spring meadow flora with Sweet Vernal Grass ( Anthoxanthum odoratum) in
flower and the Field Woodrush (Luzula campestris) while in wetter hollows was the Marsh Foxtail grass
(Alopecurus geniculatus) with a blue green foliage and bent flowering stem that was now in flower, typically
later than the earlier flowering Meadow Foxtail. Also present were Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) and
Water Pepper (P. hydropiper), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) and Common Spotted Orchid
(Dactylorhiza fuchsii). The hedge at the edge of the common had white Field Rose (Rosa arvensis) and through
the woodland were open glades and grassy rides providing a different habitat. Typical woodland flowers
were now over but the following Ancient Woodland Indicators were recognised from their foliage when not
in flower: Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana) a paler blue than Germander Speedwell with hairs all round
the stems rather than in two ridges, Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosa) with one cleistogamous non-opening selffertilising flower, Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) flowering in a glade, Primrose (Primula vulgare), Bugle (Ajuga
reptans) and native Bluebell (Endymion non-scriptus).

John Glasgow.

June Chatfield.

2nd July 2019 around Chawton led by Steve Mansfield.
We took a footpath from near the church to an open field where 45 species of vascular plants were recorded.
By the roadside at the entrance to Chawton House was some Dwarf Mallow (Malva neglecta) with a smaller
pale pink flower. We proceeded down a shady permissive path to a large open pasture field with evidence
of sheep grazing from dung. The sward here was sparse with many plants in a stunted state and in the lower
part with some disturbed soil. The early spring grasses were over. The low nutrient status was evident from
the seeded Sweet Vernal Grass but there was thicker and greener grass at the top of the slope where the field
is bounded by oak trees and a more nutrient-rich status from leaf mould was evidenced by Perennial Ryegrass (Lolium perenne). Flowers were scattered and not particularly abundant and included Creeping and
Meadow Buttercups (Ranunculus repens and R. acris), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) semi-acid
indicator, Common Mouse-ear (Cerastium fontanum), Annual Pearlwort (Sagina apetala), Field Rose (Rosa
arvensis), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans) , Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus
corniculatus), Least Clover (Trifolium dubium), White () and Red Clover (T. repens and T. pratense), Cut-leaved
and Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bills (Geranium dissectum and G. molle), the diminutive Trailing St John’s-wort
(Hypericum
humifusum)
indicating
acid
soil,
needing hands and knees
investigation,
Lady’s
©
©
Bedstraw (Galium verum),
Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris),
Spear,
Creeping
and
Marsh Thistles (Cirsium
vulgare, C. arvense and C.
palustre),
the latter
June Chatfield identifying trailing
Trailing St John’s-wort
St John's-wort (Hypercium humifusum).
indicating
damp
semi-acid
(Hypericum humifusum).
soil, and Autumn Hawkbit (Leontodon autumnalis).
The lower part of the meadow gave indication of calcareous but low nutrient wet and dry soil while the
higher part adjacent to the oak wood indicated something more acidic. Damper areas were indicated by
Marsh Thistle. The British Geological Survey online geology map (www.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritainviewer)
shows a bedrock of Zigzag Bed Chalk over- lain by Ice Age Head deposit from post-glacial meltwater, while
the oak woodland is on the edge of Clay-with-flint erosion deposit which is more acidic.
Other records
8th May 2019 Wilson Road and Omega Park, Alton
On the bank of Charwell House were Common Dog-violet (Viola riviniana) and Germander Speedwell
(Veronica chamaedrys ), both in flower. F indicates flowering state, S seeded and L leafing in following text.
Omega Park by Aerogen bank: Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor )F, Bulbous Buttercup (Ranunculus
bulbosus) F , Field Wood-rush ( Luzula campestris), Woody Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara) F. Planted were
Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), Guelder Rose ( Viburnum opulus ) F, Periwinkle (Vinca) with a mauve flower
and English or Pedunculate Oak ( Quercus robur ) F.
Grass by the Caker Stream supported Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea) with red leaves, Hoary Plantain
(Plantago media) L a lime indicator, Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) F, Field Forget-me-not
(Myosotis arvensis) F, White Dead-nettle (Lamium album) F, Red Campion (Silene dioica) F, Goat Willow (Salix
capraea), Hazel (Corylus avelana), Reed-mace (Typha angustifolium) S, Dove-foot’s Crane’s-bill (Geranium molle),
Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) F, Stork’s-bill (Erodium) F, Common Alder (Alnus glutinosa) with Alder
Beetle holes & adult beetles, some in cop., Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustris) young shoots, Common
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Chawton field meeting ANHS, 2.7.2019
VASCULAR PLANTS
Acer campestre
Agrostis
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Bromopsis hordeaceus
Bryonia cretica
Cerastium fontanum
Cirsium arvense
Cirsium palustre
Cirsium vulgare
Convolvulus arvensis
Cornus sanguinea
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Cynosaurus cristatus
Festica [ovina]
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium verum
Geranium dissectum
Holcus lanatus
Hypericum humifusum
Leontodon autumnalis
Lolium perenne
Lotus corniculatus
Malva neglecta
Potentilla repens
Prunella vulgaris
Prunus
Ranunculus acris
Ranunculus repens
Rosa arvensis
Rumex
Sagina apetala
Senecio jacobaea
Silene dioica
Stellaria graminea
Trifoilium dubium
Trifolim repens
Trifolium pratense
Ulmus procera (moribund or dead)
Urtica dioica
Veronica arvensis
Veronica chamaedrys
Vicia sativa

Field Maple
Bent-grass
Sweet Vernal-grass
Soft Brome
White Bryony
Common Mouse-ear
Creeping Thistle
Marsh Thistle
Spear Thistle
Field Bindweed
Dogwood
Hazel
Common Hawthorn
Crested Dog's-tail Grass
[Sheep's] Fescue
Ash
Lady's Bedstraw
Cut-leaved Crane's-bill
Yorkshire Fog
Trailing St-John's-wort
Autumn Hawkbit
Perennial Ryegrass
Bird's-foot Trefoil
Dwarf Mallow
Creeping Cinquefoil
Selfheal
Blackthorn
Meadow Buttercup
Creeping Buttercup
Field Rose
Dock
Annual Pearlwort
Commion Ragwort
Red Campion
Lesser Stitchwort
Least Clover
White Clover
Red Clover
Common Elm
Stinging Nettle
Wall Speedwell
Germander Speedwell
Common Vetch

Daisy (Bellis perennis), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria
petiolata) F, Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare ) L,
Elder (Sambucus niger) B, Common Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna) F, Dandelion (Taraxacum
officinale ) F, Burdock (Arctium) L, Greater
Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) L, Hedge Bedstraw
(Galium mollugo), Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium),
Stinging Nettle (Urtica dioica), Broad-leaved Dock
(Rumex latifolia), Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) F,
Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Osier,
a willow (Salix viminalis), Thyme-leaved Speedwell
(Veronica serpylifolia) F, Prickly Ox-tongue (Picris
echinoides) L, and in the Balancing Pond Common
Reed (Phragmites australis), Wavy Bittercress
(Cardamine flexuosa), Marsh Marigold (Caltha
palustris) F S L, Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis)
F. Sedge (Carex sp )F, Ivy-leaved Duckweed (Lemna
trisulca), Water Mint ( Mentha aquatic) Yellow Flag,
(Iris pseudacorus), Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus), Fen
Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum, and on the grass
surround Cowslip (Primula veris) F.
12th May 2019 Windmill Hill
A line of beech trees at edge of housing produced as
usual 15 shoots of White Helleborine orchid
(Cephalanthera damasonium) and in this strip were
saplings of Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) which
seems to be becoming as free-seeding as Sycamore.
In grass of Windmill Hill were Bulbous Buttercup
(Ranunculus bulbosus) F, Common Daisy (Bellis
perennis) F, Soft Brome-grass (Bromopsis hordeaceus)
F, Cock’s-foot grass ( Dactylus glomerata) F, Rough
Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis) F, Shepherd’s Purse
(Capsella bursa-pastoris) F and Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill
(Geranium dissectum).
The Beech copse on the hill top was showing male
and female flowers of Beech, the latter now set. Like
many of the native tall deciduous trees they are
wind pollinated and have inconspicuous early
flowers.
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June Chatfield.

The water main trench, where a giant ammonite
was found last
year, has now
been filled in
©
and
seeded
with a “wild
BRYOPHYTES
flower”
mix
Calliergonella cuspidata
Pointed Bog-moss
and together
Homalothecium lutescens
Silky Feather-moss
would be some
Orthotricum affine
Wood Moss
residual seeds
Red Long-headed Clover
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Springy Turf-moss
from the soil
(Trifolium incarnatum).
seed
bank.
LICHENS
Found here were: Hedge Mustard (Sisymbrium
Physcia
officinale), White Campion (Silene latifolia), Poppies
Xanthoria parietina
Common Orange Lichen
(Papaver sp.), Oilseed Rape (Brassica napus), Corn
Marigold (Chrysanthemum segetum), Cornflower (Centaurea cyanus), Wild Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum),
Lesser Clover (Trifolium dubium), Phasalia, Speedwells (Veronica sp.), Red Long-headed Clover (Trifolium
incarnatum) that used to be cultivated but is now rarely seen.; and also Reversed Clover (Trifolium
resupinatum). It will be interesting to revisit the water main trench in 2020 to see what survives and how

progression is going. The cornfield annuals do not tend to persist as they are adapted to regular tilling of the
soil and cannot compete with more vigorous perennial species that take over.
5th June 2019 Fox and Cub or Orange Hawkweed Hieracium aurantium was in flower and bud on the verge
in Ashdell Road, about 40 of them – they are increasing in
this area and on roadside banks in Wilsom Road too.
Later the grass was cut by the Highways Department but
being a perennial it will shoot again.

©

June Chatfield.

15th June 2019 King’s Pond, Alton.
Yellow Flag (Iris pseudacorus) in flower, Elder (Sambuscus
niger) in flower, Greater Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum),
Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Water Mint (Mentha
Fox and Cub or Orange Hawkweed
aquatica), Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus) in flower,
(Hieracium aurantium).
Bramble (Rubus fruitcosus agg.) in flower, Hedge
Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica) in flower, Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense), Stinging Nettle (Urtica dioica),
Ground Elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Comfrey (Symphytum), Hedge Bindweed (Calystegium sepium) in
flower on the wire fence at the mill end while sycamore fruits (Acer pseudoplatanus) were on the ground. On
3rd July 2019 there were lots of green sycamore keys on the pavement in Ashdell Road, probably not mature
and falling because of the long period of dry and hot weather, perhaps assisted by high winds.
30th June 2019 in field behind King’s View, Alton
Field edge strip ploughed over winter, wheat turning green to yellow as crop: Dewberry ( Rubus caesius) in
flower, Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagalis arvensis) in flower, Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) in flower, White
Bryony (Bryonia dioica) in flower, Field Pansy (Viola arvensis), Field Forget-me-not (Myosotis arvensis) in
flower, Field Convolvulus (Convolvulus arvensis) in flower, White Clover (Trifolium repens) in flower,
Common Poppy (Papaver rhoeas) in flower, Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis) in flower in grassy
edge strip behind Wilsom Road cottages, Goat’s-beard (Tragopogon pratensis) in flower and bud, Smooth Tare
(Vicia tetrasperma) in flower and fruit, least Clover (Trifolium dubium) in flower, Common Fumitory (Fumaria
officinalis) in flower.
A further visit was made to the field on 19 th July in hazy sun at 3.30pm. Scarlet Pimpernel flowers were
closed. Additional species recorded were Fool’s Parsley (Aethusa cyanapium) in flower, Shepherd’s Purse
(Capsella bursa-pastoris) in flower and seed and on 11 th July, also in the afternoon, when Scarlet Pimpernels
were again closed. Flower heads of Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) were attracting a number of insects.
Worldham Golf course
Worldham Golf course bank was investigated in July but it is now getting overgrown although with some
disturbance from a rabbit warren. Ten large Pyramidal Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) were on the edge of
the bank by the green but no Bee Orchids seen. Other plants here were Marjoram (Oreganum vulgare), Hairy
Violet (Viola hirta), Wild Clematis (Clematis vitalba), Hop Trefoil (Trifolium campestre) in flower, Smooth Tare
(Vicia tetrasperma) in flower, Hairy St John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum), Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum
vulgare), Weld (Reseda luteola) in the ditch now fruiting, Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare) in flower, Selfheal
(Prunella vulgare) in flower and Elder (Sambucus niger) in flower at the entrance. By the Caker Stream
alongside with low flow and just a trickle of water were Musk Mallow ( Malva moschata) in flower, Hairy St
John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum) in flower and Welted Thistle (Carduus acanthoides) in flower, reflecting the
calcareous soil from the West Melbury Marly Chalk that outcrops in this patch.
Chawton roundabout and the central reservation of the Alton bypass
On 12th July and subsequently two visits were made as some spectacular
clumps of Pyramidal Orchids and other wild flowers had been seen in
passing. A closer look was merited and an impressive list of over 60
species was recorded making this a very rich habitat. The Dogwood, that
has white berries in autumn, is Cornus sericea and Cherry Plum (Prunus
cerasifera) were landscape plantings after the construction of the Chawton
roundabout for the new Alton bypass (A31) in the mid 1970s.

June Chatfield.

The surprise find was a broomrape identified as Yarrow Broomrape
(Orobanche purpurea), confirmed on photograph by Fred Rumsey, Natural
History Museum. I found just one, thought it different from the Common
Broomrape and had seen it before on the Channel Islands, so just took a

©

A31 central reservation.
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Fred Rumsey.

photograph, but when I went back a few days later to take a single floret to
confirm identification on specimen I found that the Hampshire Highways
mowers had mown the central reservation! It was on the central reservation
not far from the Chawton roundabout. The online Atlas of the British and
Irish Flora (www.bsbi.org/maps) describes it as an annual or possibly
perennial herb parasitic on the very common Yarrow. It associates with dry
basic soils (the central reservation is of chalk) on cliff-tops, roadsides,
grassland and more rarely disturbed artificial habitats. A native, the core of
its distribution is southern and coastal being on all of the Channel Islands
©
and the Isle of Wight but with two records SU44 north of Whitchurch,
Hampshire, so this is not a new vice-county record. There is an historic
record by John Goodyer from Holybourne, near Alton in 1621 but not seen
since over four centuries. It is rare in the county and to quote Tony Mundell
“I rate this as one of the most important botanical finds of the last decade” –
Yarrow Broomrape
an evening well spent and pure serendipity. Its host plant, Yarrow, is
(Orobanche purpurea).
ubiquitous and abundant so not a limiting factor but the UK distribution
suggests that it is a warmth-loving plant and that the hot summer suits it, while the tiny seeds are easily
transported and have a long dormant life in the soil bank. I also noticed that at King’s Pond during the
summer drought Yarrow flourished when the grass was brown so it continues to support a parasite. I will
revisit the site (SU/706376) in 2020 and hope that it might be perennial and shoot again in the same place.
HBIC has been informed and will try to restrict the mowing in July and August in the vicinity of the plant.
Plants on the central reservation and verges of the A31 near the Chawton roundabout, Alton
Acer pseudoplatanus
Achillea millefolium
Agrimonia eupatoria
Agrostis
Anacamptis pyramidalis`
Arrhenatherum elatius
Artemisia vulgaris
Betula alba
Blackstonia perfoliata
Brachypodium
Carex
Cerastium fontanum
Cirsium arvense
Cirsium vulgare
Clematis vitalba
Clinopodium vulgare
Convolvulus arvensis
Cornus sericea
Crataegus monogyna
Dactylus glomerata
Daucus carota
Dipsacus fullonum
Epilobium
Epilobium hirsutum
Fraxinus excelsior
Geranium pratense
Heracelum sphondylium
Holcus lanatus
Hypericum hirsutum
Hypericum tetrapterum
Lamium album
Lathyrus pratensis
Leontodon autumnalis
Leucanthum vulgare
Ligustrum vulgare
Linum catharticum
Lotus corniculatus
Malvus moschata
Medicago lupulina
Mellilota
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English names
Sycamore
Yarrow
Hemp Agrimony
Bent grass
Pyramidal Orchid
False Oat-grass
Mugwort
Silver Birch
Yellow-wort
Tor Grass
Sedge
Common Mouse-ear
Creeping Thistle
Spear Thistle
Wild Clematis
Wild Basil
Field Bindweed
Dogwood (white fruits)
Common Hawthorn
Cock’s-foot grass
Wild Carrot
Common Teasel
Willowherb
Greater Willowherb
Ash
Meadow Geranium
Hogweed
Yorkshire Fog
Hairy St John’s-wort
Square-stemmed St John’s-wort
White Deadnettle
Yellow Vetchling
Autumn Hawkbit
Ox-eye Daisy
Wild Privet
Purging Flax
Bird’s-foot Trefoil
Musk Mallow
Black Medick
Mellilot (yellow)

Central reservation
S
F pink
F
F
F
F

Verges

Roundabout

F
F

F

B
L
F
L
F
S
F
F
F
F
S green
F
F
B

F
F
+ Planted
F
F
L
F

L
F
F
F
F
F
F
L/F
F
F
F

F

F
F
+

F
F
F
F

F

Orchis apifera
Orobanche purpurea
Plantago lanceolata
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June Chatfield

Ornithology Report 2019
Society Walks
Following on from a talk, we visited the Rotherfield estate at Colemore on 4 May. There is a major Grey
Partridge re-introduction programme happening here, and area where they had managed to hold on in
small numbers prior to the programme starting. It is to be hoped that this will assist a great variety of
farmland birds.
We had a dusk walk at the western (upper) end of Chawton Park Wood on 8 May. There had been rain on
and off all day following a dry spell, but the evening was fine with a new moon. The damp underfoot meant
that there were many slugs on the tracks as night fell. June found 4 examples of the Tree Slug Lehmannia
marginata on beech trunks. There were birds to be found, and given that this is meant to be a bird report, I
had better move on to them. A few warblers were singing – 3 blackcaps and a willow warbler, with Firecrest
singing high in the Douglas Fir. We watched a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers visiting a nest hole. As
night fell, good numbers of Blackbirds and Song Thrushes sang, while the winner of the last-bird-singing
competition was Robin, with 10 singing up the main climb. Tawny Owls were widespread – we heard a total
of 4 hooters and 2 kee-wickers. Woodcock showed very well on their roding flights. A single bird flew over
approx 10 times, clicking, with two birds together at one point. After I arrived back in Alton, I saw a Barn
Owl flying over the George Inn. (I saw another Barn Owl at the junction of Whitedown Lane and
Basingstoke Road on 28 January). Little Owls seem to be becoming increasingly difficult to find locally however it was pleasing to hear of a brood of 3 young raised in Chawton.
Sadly we had to cancel the Nightjar walk at Shortheath Common due to bad weather. Survey work there
revealed at least one churring bird and we will try the walk again in 2020. Kingsley Common also held two
churring birds, as in previous years. Nightjars used to breed at Chawton Park Wood on clearfell areas. These
areas have now grown significantly so they are likely to have moved on - but I have not managed to visit at a
suitable time of year to confirm this. Nightjar are not confined to heathland/acid sites and I would
encourage members to explore other areas beyond the classic heathland locations for this species. Another
species which can be found away from their conventional heathland sites is Woodlark which particularly
use the higher parts of the chalk in odd locations locally: if anyone is lucky enough to catch a good view of a
bird on the ground can they check for coloured rings – John Eyre has been running a long-term colour
ringing programme from the Caesar’s Camp/Miles Hill area near Farnborough but the young ringed birds
always seem to disperse with few recoveries.
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On 21 September we visited the former gravel workings at Tice’s Meadow to the east of Farnham. Duck had
not yet started to return in numbers, but there will still 50+ Teal and a few Shoveler. 4 Stonechats were in the
meadow, and 4 Chiffchaffs were still present with one singing.
Kings Pond
The Grey Heron colony continues to thrive. On 16 February there were three pairs on the nests on the long
island. A different nest on the small island saw a later second brood raised e.g. an adult sat apparently
turning eggs on 1 June.
The Mute Swan pair bred as usual. One of the adults is ringed W32454 and was raised there. On 18 May
there was the pair with 5 small cygnets., with four 1st year birds (last years brood) still present. However the
brood did not do well with some being removed due to problems with their feet – by there was just the adult
pair left.
Little Grebe counts included 4 on 16 February. A pair tried to breed but breeding success seemed to be poor
with fewer than recent years.
Canada Goose bred – a pair plus 4 small goslings 27 April, 3 broods of 3,4 and 5 on 1 June.
Coot are clearly doing particularly well – a total of 36 of mixed ages on 16 June, for example (16 Adults, 5
large juveniles, 12 medium juvs, 3 small juvs). There were 22 there on 28 December – a few years ago winter
counts were very spars e.g. December 2012 a single bird.
Tufted Duck were present on-and-off throughout the year with maximum 7 on 15 March (5 male). There
were 2 male and one female Gadwall on 16 February, and a single male on 31 December.
A pair of adult Lesser Black Backed Gulls regularly used the pond to wash throughout the year. I wonder
whether they are nesting on roofs somewhere in the area. A 4th year Herring Gull was present on 18 May,
washing – they overfly occasionally especially in winter but are rare on the pond itself. The Kings Pond
Mediterranean Gull from late 2018 was seen overflying Waterbrook Ind Estate on 1 January heading towards
Kings Pond.
There were significantly fewer records of Kingfisher than normal, mostly in the Autumn (August and
November). However one at the Flood Meadows on 24 Novembers was unusual.
A count of 12 Swifts on 3 June was the best count I had in the year – a notable decline.
The path on the Railway side was dug up and replaced with a sandy path which seems to be bleeding into
the pond.
Note that there is a Facebook page which discusses Kings Pond.
Notable local birds
In the early winter there were 10 Golden Plover in stubble by Brick Kiln Lane, Alton on 1 February. 14
Golden Plover were along Wyck Lane, East Worldham on 6 January – the same field as used by 300 in
February 2018.
There was a long staying male Common Scoter at Fobdown Farm Reservoir, Alresford from 9 April to 2 June
at least. This site is more aptly known as the Plastic Puddle – in some ways the site resembles a small tarn,
with solid sides and deep water. Clearly there was sufficient food for the bird to stay so long, with the bird
losing its migration instinct, assuming that it was not injured. This the first record for Alresford.
I walked the circuit of Binswood (Woodland Trust) on 4 May when I recorded 17 singing Garden Warblers, 3
Cuckoos (two seen while a third singing) and a single Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Cuckoos were also seen
at Shortheath Common – possibly the same as the Binswood birds.
Crossbills were present in Chawton Park Wood from February to
May, with 10 in May, suggesting breeding there.
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Steve Mansfield.

The highlight of Autumn passage was the number of Pied
Flycatchers recorded in the county. I was lucky to find two
together low in hazel at the top of Bushy Lease Wood (Beech) on
23 August, with two Spotted Flycatchers high in beech trees close
by. The same location in the wood still held 2 spotflys on 26
August, with a Crossbill close by in the top of the conifers, and a
passage Redstart in the nearby sheep fields. Further spotted

Spotted Flycatchers.

flycatchers were seen in August along the Caker Stream and at Borovere Farm, while at Chawton there was
a party of 2 adults and 3 juveniles on 16 August. These latter ones were along the edge of the same field
where we had found white-letter hairstreak in the elms on the society walk of 2 July. A fine male Yellow
Wagtail was with the cows at Borovere Farm on 25 August, with Hobby zipping through nearby on the same
day. All of these highlight the fact that August is the prime month for finding scarce summer migrants
locally on passage back to their African wintering grounds.
While Christmas shopping at Country Market near Bordon, I found two male Goosanders at the pond there
(Sleaford Reservoir) – this is an occasional site for the species. Presumably birds wandering from Frensham,
rather than from the North East Hants population which can be found at sites such as Tundry Pond and
which roost at Bramshill plantation. A nice flock of 40 skylarks were in the fields there, with another 25
perhaps being the same birds.
The late winter was notable for the general lack of finches – a major change from the previous winter.
Steve Mansfiled

Birds in Alton 2019
Bird
Buzzard

Date
30.6.2019

Notes
Soaring overhead 1

Canada Geese
Canada Geese

Location
Caker Stream,
Wilsom Road,
Alton
King’s Pond
King’s Pond

13.5.2019
14.5.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

18.5.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

28.5.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

31.5.2019

Canada Geese
Canada Geese

King’s Pond
King’s Pond

1.6.2019
2.6.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

3.6.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

9.6.2019

Canada Geese
Canada Geese

King’s Pond
King’s Pond

15.6.2019
4.6.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

23.6.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

6.7.2019

Canada Geese

King’s Pond

10.7.2019

Chiffchaff

15.5.2019

Coot
Coot

Garden Ashdell
Rd
King’s Pond
King’s Pond

2 pairs of geese, each with 4 goslings
6.45pm on bank 2 pairs of geese with 4 larger and 4 smaller goslings, 1
other pair of geese with 5 younger goslings
Edge of pond, 1 pair cg with 4 goslings, on grass opposite 44 2 pairs of
cgs co-parenting, 1 with 3 well-grown goslings, (1 missing), 1 pair with
5 young goslings. 3 pairs seem to have hatched eggs. Other pairs of cgs
resting on main grass with mallard & coot
45 cgs on main grass, 3 pairs in group with 3 medium, 4 large and 5
small goslings – total 12. 4 2018 cygnets on top grass feeding & ASBO
the cob guarding entry to the pond near Ashdel lCottage bungalows.
8.10am, cgs resting on grass, a few feeding, lots of dung. 3 pairs of
adults with goslings
7.15am Geese on grass with mallard and swans
11.00am 50+ cgs on grass & 3 2018 cygnets. 3 pairents pairs with 3, 4 & 5
goslings in crèche.
3 cg families of 3, 4 & 5 goslings on bank. Lots of primary feathers of
geese seen on grass, moult started in unmated birds.
1.30pm lots of geese by car park grass, 3 cg families resting in shade
together on edge at mill end, 5 youngest getting bigger; 4 clutches much
bigger with adult pattern, 3 clutch medium size still fluffy. Full
complement of geese including goslings on grass beyond
sycamore/lime 7.00pm, 3 2018 swans asleep 2 on path, 1 on bank.
9.45pm, Rafts of geese at far end of pond
7.30pm Full complement of cgs on grass plus 3 cg families of 3, 4 & 5
goslings
9am asleep on grass by car park, overcast. 2 pairs with 5 + 3 goslings,
the latter now have white cheek patches, the 5 batch now larger and
getting white markings on tail end. In crèche with parents
Goose family with 5 goslings well grown now with adult markings but
not full sized yet. Less crèche behaviour as goslings get bigger. 4pm Raft
of geese on pond edge near road side, some leaving water for the grass
Brighter \t 6am and some blue sky. Geese feeding on grass opposite me;
8.20am 96 geese feeding on grass plus 1 family with 4 goslings, also
family with 5 goslings by the top seat, 8.30am geese some standing,
some sitting but most returned to pond; 9.30 geese all on pond, quieter.
Call of chiffchaff

Coot

King’s Pond

2.6.2019

17.5.2019
29.5.2019

Young coot well-grown & stretching developing wings
1.15pm 1 pair adult coot, 5 medium sized young on grass by car park
and grass verge beyond weir 4 well grown juvenile coot, 2 with
beginning of white marking over the bill
3.30pm, grass verge at mill end adult coot and 4 well-grown young, 1
with white over bill, feeding. Adult attacked the oldest one pulling its
tail & jumping on it – disturbed by passer by then went into the attack
again
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Bird
Coot

Location
River Wey,
Ashdell

Date
3.6.2019

Coot

King’s Pond

15.6.2019

Coot

King’s Pond

23.6.2019

Dabchick
Goldfinch

14.5.2019
14.6.2019

Grey Heron
Grey Heron
Grey Heron

King’s Pond
Garden Ashdell
Rd
King’s Pond
King’s Pond
King’s Pond

Grey Heron
Grey Heron
House Martins

King’s Pond
King’s Pond
King’s Pond

5.7.2019
10.7.2019
29.5.2019

House Martins
House Martins
House Martins
House Martins

King’s Pond
King’s Pond
King’s Pond
Waterside
Court

2.6.2019
3.6.2019
4.6.2019
15.6.2019

House Martins

12.7.2019
8.5.2019

1 in tree

29.5.2019
2.6.2019
9.6.2019

Mallard

Alresford High
Street, Co-op
Omega Park,
Alton
King’s Pond
King’s Pond
Lamports, R.
Wey, Alton
King’s Pond

Noise from heron’s nest on small island, 1 standing on it.
9.10pm Great chattering noise from heron’s nest on small island
8pm chattering from nest of herons on small island but no bird standing
tonight
Loud call of heron flying over
8.23am chatter coming from nest on small island
11.00am several flying & twittering over pond; 6.35pm c. 15 mixed
house martins and swallows flying over front of Waterside Court.
11.00am some house martins over Waterside Court
6.10pm c. 10 house martins over Waterside Court
7.30pm house martins over Waterside Court
Rain over night, overcast initially then sunny, a few drops of rain
3.30pm. 3.55pm 12+ martins darting about twittering in space between
flats
Twittering of 5-6 martins in flight, white rump seeen

Mallard

King’s Pond

15.6.2019

Mallard

King’s Pond

23.6.2019

Mallard

Waterside
Court

5.7.2019

Mallard

King’s Pond

10.7.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

18.5.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

29.5.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

30.5.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

1.6.2019

Mute Swan
Mute Swan

King’s Pond
King’s Pond

2.6.2019
3.6.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

4.6.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

11.6.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

13.6.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

15.6.2019

1.10pm lots of mallards on grass; 6.40pm on grass, all gone by 8.30pm
11.00am 40 mallards by car park, 20 on grass other side of path
3.45pm female & 2 young ducklings feeding on grass by middle block of
flats; 7pm mallard in river with 2 ducklings by steps.
Overcast, damp & cold. Lots of mallard around car park; car hooted to
clear the way. They followed someone with push chair to path
9.45 am, Tight group of mallards on grass around seat by car park,
family group feeding them. Drake moulting into eclipse, one almost into
eclipse with just feint shine of green on head
Most of day overcast, occasional sun. Afternoon warm and sultry, slight
breeze, humid and feels thundery. 9am Lots of mallard and geese asleep
on grass by car park
7.30pm clouded over, breezy & chilly, 7.40pm. Channel outside flats 60+
1 female mallard & 4 new fluffy ducklings with brown & yellow
blotches
8.30am 50+ mallard on grass by car park, most standing & resting, some
feeding on grass. 8.35 now sitting; 9.30 breeze & getting chilly maalard
still asleep on car park grass.
8pm Cygnets (2018) below lime/sycamore trees cropping grass whilst
sitting
6.40 pm swans & 3 fluffy cygnets (2 now gone) plus mallards on grass,
all gone by 8.30pm
11.15am alerted to swan in trouble. Apparently previously the cob was
seen chasing the 2018 cygnets across the pond and this one took off and
hit the seat, falling dead behind it. No heart beat discerned. Alton Town
Council arrived and removed the corpse. Problems of abundant public
feeding making the previous year’s cygnets reluctant to leave pond in
spite of aggression of the cob.
7.15am 3 2018 cygnets sitting on grass behind the seat with the lifebelt ?
sleeping there. 7.40am swan pen and 3 2019 cygnets by King’s Pond
Bungalow seat, cygnets now with white breast feathers.
In corner by seat at King’s Pond Bungalow swan family of 2019
8.45pm 3 2018 cygnets together asleep at the top of the bank behind the
seat with llifebelt. ASBO the cob in middle of the pond.
7.30pm Pen and 3 cygnets by King’s pond Bungalow seat, 2 2018
cygnets on grass below lime, other near wooden seat
8.50pm 2 + 1 2018 swans resting on grass by car park. Both pen and cob
and 2019 cygnets on grass by footpath to Waterside Court flats.Not
bothered as I walked past.
9.10pm, overcast, damp & cool but not raining. Cob and pen and 3
cygnets in wet group by seat near path to Waterside Court. Took no
notice of me using the footpath.
Swans & 3 cygnets by first seat and bin – growing. 7.40pm Swan family
and adults sitting resting & preening. Cygnets still fluffy, sitting and
eating grass by seat by path to the flats.

Little Egret
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
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9.6.2019
13.6.2019
15.6.2019

11.6.2019

Notes
Pair of coot diving in pond to feed newly hatched chicks. 6.10pm Pair of
coot at weir in pond diving to feed 5 newly hatched young. Is this their
2nd brood & the reason for the aggression to well developed young?
First seat by flats with 2 black fluffy chicks still with red heads. Pecking
on the ground.
2 coot only have ½ black fluffy chicks with red head, but larger. I got
lost on pond and was heard peeping but 25 mins later had joined
parents pecking on ground at edge of pond.
Diving
Late afternoon, 2 goldfinch on drive looking for seeded plants.

Bird
Mute Swan

Location
King’s Pond

Date
23.6.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

5.7.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

10.5.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

14.5.2019

6.45pm Pair of swans with wings up protecting 5 cygnets, 9pm
seat by Waterside Court 2 2018 cygnets asleep and 2 in the
water, later seen upending feeding on alga at the weir

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

6.7.2019

Mute Swan

King’s Pond

10.7.2019

Robin

Garden Ashdell
Rd
Garden Ashdell
Rd

4.7.2019

5.7.2019

Swallows

Alton
Sainsbury’s car
park
King’s Pond

Swift
Swift
Swift

King’s Pond
King’s Pond
King’s Pond

29.5.2019
14.5.2019
3.6.2019

Swift

Garden Ashdell
Rd
Waterside
Court, King’s
Pond, Alton
Alton Station
car park
Garden Ashdell
Rd
Alresford High
Street, Co-op
Garden Ashdell
Rd
Garden Ashdell
Rd

4.6.2019

After cool cloudy start sun out at 1.30pm & warm but clouded over by
3.30 and temperature dropped with breeze. 1 swan at weir at 1.45 with 2
cygnets; 9.05pm Adult swans and 2 cygnets, 1 by each parent sitting and
preening on top grass opposite me.
2 swans and cygnets on top grass, 9.30am breeze and getting cold after
bvright start with blue sky
Juvenile with speckled breast but some red – came to patio table and
took cake.
Breakfast time, cool breeze. Baby robin with speckled breast but red
developing very tame now and comes scrounging whenever I am eating
at the patio table & sits there too. It also pecks about in odd corners for
worms etc. Little pale feathers developing at edge of wings.
9.30pm light falling, cooling with slight breeze. Clacking and tight
formation of at least 200 rooks flew east to follow Wey valley, then
another flock of more than 100 rooks
6.35pm c. 15 mixed house martins and swallows flying over front of
Waterside Court.
6.35pm high up over front of Waterside Court 1-2 swifts seen
9pm lots of insects on wing but no sign of swifts, clear sky
9pm 6 swifts flying over the tops of trees & high over the pond. Lots of
midges seen against the light.
7.40am squeal and then 3 swifts seen over the garden

Robin

Rook

Swift
Swift
Swift
Swift
Willow Warbler
Willow Warbler

12.7.2019

29.5.2019

11.6.2019
5.7.2019
6.7.2019

Notes
Swan parents and 3 goslings near King’s Pond Bungalows on edge of
pond.
7am cool and cloudy with fresh wind, then by 9.00 pm warm and sunny
with blue sky. 7.30am pair of swans & cygnets sitting on road at end of
service road beyond King’s View, later at 8am sitting on road side of
grass verge at end of service road feeding on grass where longer and
more succulent because the pond grass has been mown.
Adult swans with 5 cygnets (2019)

8.50pm 7-8 swifts glimpsed soaring over sky above Waterside Court, 2
glimpsed high over the pond, 9pm 4 swifts flying low over trees around
King’s Pond, cloudy and light falling.
7.45pm clouded over, breezy & chilly. Squeal then 6 swifts fly overhead

12.7.2019

8am cool, v. slight breeze & grey sky. Squeal of swifts over garden but
not seen. Rain 8.25am, 11.45 still overcast, cool with breeze.
Squealing then saw 6+ swift

15.5.2019

Call of willow warbler

9.6.2019

Mid-day, Call of willow warbler, goes down scale

June Chatfield

Entomological Report
Last year in my report I implied I might get some pheromone traps for attracting scarce insects that indicate
whether they are present in a locality which would seem likely by its’ habitat to have them. Sadly, I did not
find the time to do this in 2019. With the numbers of previously scarce insects now being see and with the
numbers of new species that can be seen it seems relevant to me to revisit the subject of migration and
colonisation based on what I have seen or others have reported in the entomological and wildlife press,
supplemented with some local observations.
From my experience, others may see it differently, these events seem to go in waves or periods of scarcity
and then frequency and then back to scarcity for the species that have always been with us in Great Britain.
For new species quite often it is invasive events that often occur with species seemingly helped by “the hand
of man”.
Change is what we are dealing with and this change can be evident in one human lifetime of now often in
the region of eighty years or more but it can also occur within a short period, such as ten years. If we go back
somewhat further than eighty years, I should like to refer to what Barry Goater wrote in 1974 in his book,
The Butterflies and Moths of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Referring to the Comma butterfly, as follows;
“Before 1920, it was almost unknown in Hampshire but it spread rapidly during the next decade”. So it has
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since then, if I refer to records I have to hand for during 2018, nearly a century later, the Hampshire branch
of Butterfly Conservation (BC) had records for the Comma of 4,688 individuals spread all over the county
and the Isle of Wight. Similarly Goater (1974) referred to the records of the Speckled Wood butterfly which
the Farnborough Lepidopterist, A W Richards had stated in the 1950s referring again to the 1920s, as follows;
“When I first came to North Hampshire in 1924 this species occurred in Alice Holt and Woolmer Forests, but
sparingly. I never found it elsewhere locally until 1932”. Yet today this is one of the most abundant
butterflies, it is said because our woods have become so much more shaded than before. Referring to BC’s
records for the Speckled Wood in 2018 they had 21,192 individual records.
Woodland management has undoubtedly changed over the years, apparently they were much more open
pre-World War II and up to the early 1960s this seems to have led Goater not to include in his book detailed
and dated records for the two small fritillary butterflies because they were so frequent then. The Pearlbordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, especially the latter are now very scarce in Hampshire, thus
Hampshire branch of Butterfly Conservation recorded 641 individuals of the former and only 29 individual
records for the latter in 2018. Yet there remains hope for species that reach such low numbers. Although
never in such a critical position, I heard recently from a contact who is a member of the Surrey branch of
Butterfly Conservation that the Dark Green Fritillary is now appearing once again in areas it has been absent
from for many years.
Although not as good as 2009 in numbers, 2019 in my experience was a minor Painted Lady butterfly
migration year. I had three on my garden buddleia flowers in Whitehill for several weeks commencing in
early August. In 2009 I observed several of these butterflies all travelling northwards, seemingly in a
purposeful manner. Presumably individuals hope to colonise this new territory with every prospect of
success now, unlike thirty years ago when the winters were too cold. Will this species succeed at
overwintering like the Red Admiral butterfly seems to have done recently? I quote from the text of the
Pocket Guide to the Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland by Richard Lewington, published in 2003. “In
recent years however, there have been reports of Red Admirals in December and January, suggesting
evidence of successful overwintering”. So it was also interesting to hear from my contact in Surrey that some
of these Painted Lady butterflies have been recorded recently flying at very high levels in the opposite
direction, going south in the autumn! What is their strategy, if they are capable of having one? As the
caterpillars of this butterfly are thistle feeders, and with such warm winters as the current one, will they also
survive overwintering in the future, without the need to return to Europe?

Stephen Miles.

Stephen Miles.

New moths appear to have
colonised our country recently,
one of the most striking is the
Box
Tree
moth,
Cydalima
©
perspectalis.
For
those
who
grow
©
ornamental box trees and hedges
this
invasive
caterpillar
defoliator described on various
web sites as “accidentally
imported” must be extremely
Box Tree moth, Cydalima
Box Tree moth, Cydalima perspectalis, brown
annoying. It was only reported
perspectalis.
variant.
new to Great Britain in 2007 and
to the county of Hampshire in 2013 (Butterfly Conservation, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Butterfly and Moth
Report 2013) but by August 2018 I had seven examples come to my light-trap in my garden in Whitehill
even though I do not grow Box.
In the past the “Blue Underwing” or Clifden Nonpareil, Catacola fraxini was a great rarity restricted to Kent
and the Norfolk Broads but apparently since 2007 6 it has extended its’ range in southern England. I noticed
that our former Chairman recorded it in South Warnborough in September 2014 5 and again in October
2017. Even I have seen it “at sugar”, actually molasses and alcohol painted onto trees deliberately to attract
moths in the part of Bentley Wood that is in Hampshire in about October 2015. Now apparently the Jersey
Tiger moth is once again to be seen frequently in southern England.
Even solitary bees can change their distribution quite readily. This is evident locally as what is described
now as the “pantaloon bee”, Dasypoda hirtipes because the females have extremely wide hair patches on their
hind tibia. In 2019 this species has now become uncommon where I live, yet when I first moved to Whitehill
in 2005 it was a common visitor to the yellow composite flowers present in my lawns. Equally as is well
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known the solitary bee known as the “Ivy Bee”, Colletes hederae has colonised Britain since 2001, coming to us
via the Channel Islands. Indeed a few years ago Clive Carter kindly showed me a colony in a former
member’s garden in Alton, where there were several hundred nests in the soil. In September and October
this species can be readily found in Alton and the surrounding district wherever Ivy is in flower.
The two large hoverflies, Volucella inanis and V. zonaria, were almost unknown in England in the nineteenth
century. These two hoverflies were much more scarce before 1940 but they have become more frequent in
subsequent years, especially in south-east England, I see one or both of them in my garden in Whitehill
annually. Like others in this genus their larvae breed in social wasps’ nests.
So I urge you all to keep a sharp lookout for new and strange species of all insects in your areas.
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Stephen R Miles, FRES

More Insects On Alton Natural History Society field meetings
12th May 2019 Chappett’s Copse, West Meon.
Solomon Seal Sawfly Phymatocera aterrima that can defoliate the plant but after flowering. It can occur in
gardens. Sawflies are in the Hymenoptera with bees etc.
ARTHROPODA
Glomeris marginata

Pill Millipede

L litter

Lithobius

Centipede

Log

Nitidulidae

Pollen Beetle

©

Oniscus asellus

Common Woodlouse

Logs/litter

John Glasgow.

Philoscia muscorum

Moss Woodlouse

Logs/litter

Pholidoptera griseoaptera

Dark Bush-cricket

Nymph

herbs

Phymatocera aterimma

Solomon Seal Sawfly

Adult

On host

Phytomyza ilicis

Holly Leaf Miner

Larva

Holly leaf

Trichoniscus

Woodlouse

Solomon Seal Sawfly
Phymatocera aterrima.

Adult

Dandelion flower

Logs/litter

June Chatfield.

8th June 2019 in Binswood.
Drinker moth caterpillar, a large striking one, Euthrix potatoria and
Red-necked Footman moth Atolmis rubicollis, with black wings
and a red collar, it is a local and southern species that feeds on
©
arboreal lichens as a caterpillar and Brown Silver-line moth
Petrophora chlorosata, the larva feeds on Bracken. Also seen was
Speckled Wood butterfly, Red-legged or Forest Bug Pentatoma
rufipes as a nymph with six
yellow spots, Dark Bush
Drinker Moth caterpillar
Cricket
Pholidoptera
Euthrix potatoria.
griseoaptera as a nymph
©
(David Lonsdale), Lesser or Dusky Cockroach as a moulted skin, a
local southern species, Hazel Leaf-roller Apoderus coryli , Green Dock
Beetle Gastrophysa viridula as a larva, Notch-horned Cleg Haematopota
pluvialis and Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum well established in the
last decade.
June Chatfield.

Nursery Web Spider Pisaura
miriabilis.

Spiders found and identified by Simon Moore were the Nursery Web
Spider Pisaura miriabilis as two females with egg sacs, Pardosa
prativaga female with egg sacs, P. amentata female and P. monticola female with eggs.
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Woodlice found were four common species Armidillidium vulgare the Pill Woodlouse, Oniscus asellus the
Common Woodlouse, Philoscia muscorum and the tiny pinky-brown Trichoniscus pusillus. Leaf litter samples
are needed to find the smaller woodlice.
Other records

©
June Chatfield.

Cinnabar moth caterpillars were on two ragwort plants in my drive
and when they had defoliated a complete plant (17 July) I removed
them to another plant in a more shaded part that was still leafy but
the next day only two remained. Were they ready to leave the eaten
ragwort and crawling off to find a place to pupate so the intact
ragwort plant held little of interest for them?

Alder Leaf Beetles continue
to thrive on the alders at
King’s Pond and down the
Cinnabar Moth caterpillars.
River Wey at The Lamports.
Both adult beetles and their larvae were seen with different forms of
leaf damage. The larvae eat from the top of the leaf leaving windows
of the unpigmented lower epidermis, whilst the adult beetles take
pieces out of leaf. An account was given in BNA’s Country-Side
journal for Autumn/Winter 2019.

©
June Chatfield.

12th May 2019 a Peacock butterfly with peck hole in wing on field
behind King’s View, Alton. 19th May 2019 an adult Green Shieldbug
Alder Leaf Beetle damage.
Palomena prasina landed on me in my garden in Ashdell Road, Alton.
2nd June 2019 Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius nectaring on a Crepis flower in Newman Lane, Alton
and various bumblebees nectaring on snowberry flowers in my garden.
Plant Galls
8th June 2019 in Binswood. Gall fly Chirosia grossicauda on bracken fronds, Jaapiella veronicae on terminal buds
of Germander Speedwell , Eriophyes spinosa a mite gall on Blackthorn and Ash Knot Disease Pseudomonas
caused by a bacterium on ash wood (David Lonsdale).
June Chatfiled

Mycology Report - Fungi
On Alton Natural History Society field meetings
12th May 2019 Chappett’s Copse, West Meon led by Isobel Girvan:
FUNGI
Hypoxylon

Woodwart

Dead branch

Lycogale

Slime Mould

Log

Peziza

Elf Cup

Ground

Piptoporus betulinus

Birch Bracket

Dead Birch

Polyporus squamosus

Dryad's Saddle

Stump

Xylaria carpophila

Beechmast Candlesnuff

Beech mast
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©
June Chatfield.

8th June 2019 in Binswood led by Stephen Miles. Being
early in the year only six species of fungi were found, mostly
woody bracket or crust fungi. Exidea a white jelly fungus
related to Witch’s Butter and Ear Fungus Auricularia auriculajudae were the only fleshy fungi found. Honey fungus
Armillaria sp. was represented by black boot laces under cork
bark of dead trees. On dead wood was the very common
Yellow Curtain Crust Stereum hirsutum forming tiers on the
ends of the log pile on which we sat for lunch and on dead
oak wood was the Oak Mazegill Daedalia quercina and the
Oak Curtain Crust Hymenochaete rubiginosa. Stems of old
bracken from last year produced Rhopographis filicinus, a rust.

Oak Curtain Crust
Hymenochaete rubiginosa.

June Chatfield.

20th October 2019 in Chawton Park Wood led by June Chatfield.
This, our annual fungus foray, was a well-attended meeting with
14 present including the leader and the weather was cool but
bright. About 30 species were named and there were different
species in each of the four habitats with five to eight species. After
investigating logs and grass by the car park (8 species) we entered
©
the main ride and took a track left through a conifer plantation (9
species) to a ride and then a birch wood opposite and grassy ride
(10 species) then back up hill along the main ride stopping to
investigate a log pile on the way (5 species including Witch’s
Butter). It was interesting that there was little overlap of species in
the various habitats indicating the importance of habitat diversity
Witch's Butter Exidia-glandulosa
leading to species diversity.
Scientific name
Amanita muscaria
Boletus
/Xerocomus
cisalpinus
Calocera pallidospathulata
Calocera viscosa
Chlorophyllum rhacodes
Clitocybe gibba
Cortinarius
Crepidotus
Exidea glandulosa
Hypholoma fasciculare
Laccaria laccata
Lycoperdon perlatum
Lycoperdon pyriforme
Mycena epipterygia
Mycena haemopus
Mycena pura/rosea
Mycena rubromarginata
Omphalina ericetorum
Panaeolus
Paxillus involutus
Phragmidium violaceum
Psathyrella
Rhodocolybia butyracea
Rhopographus filicinum
Rhytisma acerinum
Rickenella fibula
Scientific name
Russula ochroleuca
Scleroderma citrinum
Stereum hirsutum
Trametes versicolor
Trochila ilicina
Xylaria hypoxylon
Numbers of species

English name
Fly Agaric
Red-cracked
Bolete
Pale Stag’s-horn
Yellow Stag’shorn
Shaggy parasol
Common Funnel
Brown-gill
Oysterling
Witch’s Butter
Sulphurtuft
Deceiver

Spore
White

Common
Puffball
Wood Puffball
Yellow-leg
Bonnet
Burgundy
Bonnet
Lilac Bonnet
Red-edge
Bonnet
Heath Navel
Mottlegill
Brown Rollrim
Violet Bramble
Rust
Brittlestem
Buttercap
Bracken Rust
Tar Spot
Orange Mosscap
English name
Yellow Brittlegill
Common
Earthball
Yellow Curtain
Crust
Turkeytail
Holly Speckle
Candle Snuff

Habitat
Birch wood
Conifer plantation

1

2

+

Conifer plantation .
Conifer plantation, ground

+
+
+

Brown

On dead sticks, conifer plantation
Logs
Base of oak by car park
By car park, on ground, Conifer
plantation, ground
By car park, on ground

Brown
White

Conifer plantation.

White

By car park , Log

+

White
White

By car park, on ground
By car park

+
+

White
Black
Brown

Ride by birch wood
Below birch
Below birch

Black
White

4

+

Conifer plantation
Logs birch /chestnut
White
White
Brown
Buff

3
+

+

+
+
+

+

+
+
+

+
+
+
+

Black
Cinnamo
n
White
Spore
White
Brown

Conifer plantation . In leaf litter on
ground
On brown bracken stem
On Sycamore leaves
In grass with moss
Habitat
Below birch
Below birch

White

By car park . Logs

White

Logs
Conifer plantation.
holly leaf
By car park . Logs

White

+
+
+
1

2

3
+

+
4

+
On

brown

+
+
8

9

10

5

Locations in Chawton Park Wood: 1: Car park; 2: Conifer plantation; 3: Deciduous wood; 4: Main ride back to car park
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©

June Chatfield.

Pale Stag's-horn Calocera viscosa.

June Chatfield.

©

Yellow-legged Bonnet
Mycena epipterygia.

June Chatfield.

June Chatfield.

Casual records
Browngill fungus in Alton’s Public Gardens. I was alerted to a large cluster of agaric fungi growing on
woodchip mulch by David
Lonsdale and I duly made
several visits to investigate.
Photographs were taken.
This is an example of how
one can be fooled by
immature stages and that the
answer lies in the spores. It
initially looked like a brown
©
©
Russula, but on keeping the
specimen the gills turned
rust coloured giving a brown
spore print, making it a
Brown-gill or Cortinarius, a
genus with several hundred
A large cluster of agaric fungi
Brown-gill or Cortinarius.
species, many of them toxic.
growing on woodchip mulch.

Coraltooth.

©
June Chatfield.

June Chatfield.

Coraltooth on High Wood, Selborne. This was visited with
John Glasgow. As predicted the
last of the vertical standing part
of the trunk of the old beech
tree had fallen to the ground,
such that, even knowing where
©
it was, it was not easy to locate.
A few fruiting bodies were seen
and photographed on the welldecayed pile of wood on the
ground. It had decayed the
beech trunk in seven years.

The last of the vertical part of the trunk of
the old beech tree on the ground.

Lynch Hill – Neatham Down was to investigate the site proposed
for housing in the Local Plan and walking there by local footpaths
on 13th October. Along the footpath between Upper Neatham Mill
and the Holybourne roundabout was a Giant Puffball Calvatia
gigantia, 30 cms across and a ring of smaller puffballs in the genus
Lycoperdon. Interestingly Gilbert White described fairy rings of
puffballs in his grass walks at “The Wakes”, Selborne in the
eighteenth century. At the end of the field was an Agaricus and a
Japanese Umbrella Plicatilis japonica and the Fairy Ring Toadstool
Marasmius oreades.
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June Chatfield.

Chawton Park Farm and wood was visited the same day (13 th
October) together with David Lonsdale to investigate another
large development site proposed for inclusion in the Local Plan on
the land of Chawton Park Farm. At the end of the meadow at the

©

Magpie Inkcaps Coprinopsis
picacea.

entrance to Chawton Park Wood was a conspicuous cluster of Magpie Inkcaps Coprinopsis picacea typical of
beech woods on chalk: it is frequent in southern England but rare elsewhere, so a nice find. Also clustered on
a tree root was the Orange Bonnet Mycena crocata that exudes bright orange juice when broken.
Ackender Wood, Alton. A visit was made on 15th October this time walking through Ackender Wood
parallel to the “butterfly meadow” where there were clusters of Bonnets (Mycena spp.) not identified on tree
roots – there are over 100 species in the genus! – but several of the distinctive Pink or Lilac Bonnet ( Mycena
pura) on the floor of the wood.
Slender Club, Alton I have reported before of the annual appearance of the Slender Club (Macrotyphula
juncei) on ash petioles on the ground at the top of my garden and I normally look out for them. Only two
were found this year on 10th November.
Fungi in Flood Meadow. David Lonsdale alerted me to a patch of Shaggy Parasol (Chlorophyllum rhacodes)
on the ground by the River Wey just west of the Basingstoke Road
entrance to the meadows on 10th November..

©
David Lonsdale.

Shaggy Parasol
Chlorophyllum (Macrolepiota)
rhacodes.

Ashdell Road, Alton on 15th October 11 Wood Blewit were found on
the grass verge by the service road opposite King’ Pond while on 16 th
October, a cool and overcast morning but sunny from mid-day also
on the same verge were 48 Blackening Waxcaps Hygrocybe conica and
on the verge by King’s View access were 6 Parasols Lepiota spp. In
previous years the Fleecy Milkcap Lactarius has been seen in
quantity under a birch tree on the verge of Paper Mill lane but this
year there was just a single example but associated with a young oak
tree.

Stagshorn Fungus on lawn in Four Marks. Pat Ridley sent a photograph of a yellow Stagshorn
(Clavulinopsis corniculata) found on her lawn in November 2019.
A New Fungus Book
Mushrooms and Toadstools of Britain & Europe Vol. 1 by Geoffry Kibby, 2017.
This book brings together a lifetime of interest in fungi from the age of 13
beginning with The Observer’s Book of Fungi, as I did, then on the Collins Guide to
Mushrooms and Toadstools by Lange and Hora after which “fungi went on to
become a central part of my life”. This enthusiasm and first hand involvement is
reflected in the descriptions of the species in the field and each of the
watercolour paintings are the work of the author who knows the important
features to show. For the more seriously interested are drawings of the spores.
This first volume covers earthstars, puffballs, bird’s-nest fungi, earthballs, false
truffles, stinkhorns, cage fungi, chanterelles, hedgehog, tooth and fan fungi, club and coral fungi, polypores
and other bracket fungi, recupinates or crust fungi, jelly funfi, boletes, brittlegills and milkcaps of the agarics.
The rest of the Agarics will follow in Volume 2 due out any time now. ISBN 978-0-9572094-3-5, published by
the author.
June Chatfiled

Mollusc Report

©
June Chatfield.
Round-mouthed Snail
Pomatias elegans

On Alton Natural History Society field meetings
8th May 2019 in Chawton Park Woods, one Rounded Snail Discus
rotundatus and three species of slugs, the Tree Slug Lehmannia marginata on
wet beech trunk , the large Black Slug Arion ater ater on the main ride and
Arion ater rufus in woodland.
12th May 2019 in Chappett’s Copse, West meon. Snails included
Carychium minimum, Discus rotundatus, Aegopinella nitidula, Oxychilus
alliarius, Vitrina pellucida, Cochlidina laminata, Helicigona lapicida, Cepaea
nemoralis and Cornu aspersum and slugs Arion subfuscus, A. Distinctus,
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A. termedius and Limax maximus. alliarius, Vitrina pellucida, Cochlidina laminata, Helicigona lapicida, Cepaea
nemoralis and Cornu aspersum and slugs Arion subfuscus, A. distinctus, A. intermedius and Limax maximus.
MOLLUSCS
Aegopinella nitidula

Waxy Glass Snail

A

Logs/litter

Arion distinctus

Garden Slug

A

Logs/litter

Arion intermedius

Hedgehog Slug

A

Ground

Arion subfuscus

Dusky Slug

A

Log

Carychium tridentatum

3-toothed Herald Snail

A

Logs/litter

Cepaea nemoralis

Brown-lipped Snail

A in cop

Logs/litter

Cochlodina laminata

Plaited Door-snail

A

Log

Cornu aspersum

Common Garden Snail

A

Logs/litter

Discus rotundatus

Rounded Snail

A

Logs/litter

Helicigona lapicida

Lapidary Snail

A

Log

Limax maximus

Leopard Slug

A

Log

Oxychilus alliarius

Garlic Glass Snail

A

Log

Pomatias elegans

Round-mouthed Snail

A in cop

L litter

Vitrina pellucida

Pellucid Glass Snail

S

Table: Molluscs found at Chappett's Copse.

8th June 2019 in Binswood just 6 species, four slugs and 2 snails namely Discus rotundatus, Clausilia bidentata,
Deroceras reticulatum, Arion ater agg. Juivenile, A. subfuscus and A. intermedius.
20th October 2019 in Chawton Park Wood ANHS fungus foray produced five species of molluscs but the
star find was the large Ash-grey Slug Limax cinereoniger an old woodland indicator. It is our largest slug,
charcoal grey back with a pointed keeled tail but roll it over for the distinguishing feature with the foot-sole
instead of being uniform cream (like the unpatterned form of L. maximus) has wide grey longitudinal edge
stripes. The other molluscs were: Arion ater egg found in an old stinkhorn, the Hedgehog Slug A. intermedius,
the Leopard Slug (imax maximus) and the Brown-lipped Snail Cepaea nemoralis.

©

June Chatfield.

June Chatfield.

©

Leopard Slug and Ash-grey Slugs, ventral view showing dark edges to foot sole in Ash-grey Slug.

Other records
The Girdled Snail Hygromia cinctella continues to be seen throughout Alton in domestic situations. One was
seen in a box hedge in Mill lane on 22 nd December. Chalk downland snails are finding their niche in
roadside verges on the chalk with the Banded Snail Cernuella virgata and the Wrinkled Snail Candidula
interesecta, both with thick chalky shells, were found on the verge of the A31 near the Holybourne
roundabout on 13th October.
8th May Omega Park balancing pond to the south of the site near the Hangers Way footpath, the Whirlpool
Ram’s-horn Anisus vortex alive.
June Chatfield

Bryophytes – Mosses and Liverworts
On Alton Natural History Society field meetings
8th May 2019 in Chawton Park Woods led by Steve Mansfield: Wood Hair-cap Polytrichastrum formosum
with young capsules and calyptra but also male antheridial heads. This species has plants of different sexes.
Also were feather-mosses Kindbergia praelongum, Pseudoscleropodium purum, Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus and
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Thuidium tamariscinum in open rides. Chawton Park Woods is a good place for bryophytes and the venue of
a British Bryological Society local field meeting some years ago.
12th May 2019 Chappett’s Copse, West meon led by Isobel Girvan:
BRYOPHYTES
Brachythecium rutabulum

Rough-stalked Feather-moss

Log

Cololeujeunea minutssima

Minute Pouncewort

Tree

Kindbergia praelonga

Common Feather-moss

Tree

Metzgeria furcata

Liverwort

Orthotrichum afne

Bristle-moss

Capsules

Tree

Orthotrichum lyellii

Lyell's Bristle-moss

Leaf gemmae

Tree

Rhynchostegium confertum

Feather-moss

Tree

Tree

Table: Bryophytes found at Chappett's Copse.

8th June 2019 in Binswood led by Stephen Miles. Mosses are not at their best when wet and soggy and were
rather outshone by the rich encrustations of lichens on fallen twigs and branches. All of those found were
common and widespread in this area. Capsules were noted on Wood Bristle-moss (Orthotrichum affine) .
Other species noted were Forked Veilwort, a thalloid liverwort (Metzgeria furcata), the Capillary Threadmoss (Bryum capillare) and feather-mosses Brachythecium rutabulum, Kindbergia praelonga, Hypnum
cupressiforme, Cryphaea heteromalla (on oak trunks), and Pseudoscleropodium purum and Rhytidiadelphus
squarrosus, the latter two in the rides. It would be worth while making a specific visit to pick up the range of
bryophyte species in association with the habitat mosaic. It is essentially acidic woodland on Gault Clay.
Other records
For illustrations, distribution and other information on mosses
www.britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk/resources/BBS/fieldguideonline
.
Crystalwort at Oakhanger Pond Both Isobel Girvan and Fred Rumsey
reported seeing the rare Crystalwort Riccia cavernosa, an attractive radial
thalloid liverwort on wet mud by Oakhanger Pond. I am grateful to
Fred for the photograph taken 21st February 2020.

and

liverworts

go

to

June Chatfield.

Selborne On the wall of Cowpen Cottage with distinctive red capsules
©
on short setae was Thick-point Grimmia Schistidium crassipilum on 16th
December 2019. The elegant feather-moss Cirriphyllum piliferum looking
like a rather smarter Brachythecium rutabulum but with a short hairpoint
at the ends of the leaves was on the lower part of the zigzag in its usual
sites favouring spring seepages from the marly lower chalk strata.
The thalloid liverwort Pellia
Crystalwort
Riccia cavernosa.
endiviifolia that has been
recorded in the seepage area of the zigzag in the past was not in
evidence, perhaps being shaded out by the developing foliage.
However, the Spleenwort Leafy Liverwort Plagiocheila asplenioides
was the dominant bryophyte to about three quarters of the way up,
also appreciating the wet seepage and a species I find more often
along stream banks. Then, at the more wooded edge of the zigzag
was the Foxtail Moss Thamnobryum alopecurum with branches on
stiff erect stems: I call it “architects’ trees” and it is typical of damp
©
calcareous woodland and like many woodland mosses is dark
green with dense chloroplasts maximising the amount of light it can
trap in this low-lit environment. It is common and frequent on the
chalk in the Alton area and also grows in the wooded part of King’s
Pond. I then went along to the wellhead in the south of the village
for some of our largest thalloid liverworts – the Great Scented
Leafy Liverwort
Liverwort (Conocephalum conicum), typical of calcareous springs and
Plagiocheila asplenioides.
stream banks. I needed this for a display at Haslemere Museum but
the very high water levels in the River Wey in Alton had prevented collecting from my local site. It has a
pungent smell when crushed, hence its English name, the fragrance coming from oil bodies typical of
liverworts.
June Chatfield.
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Returning to Selborne on 24th December, I noted spore capsules of the Wall Screw-moss Tortula muralis and
the Beard Moss Barbula on the top of a wall by the car park. Mosses are dormant in hot dry weather but
come the winter rains they start growing again and many are then stimulated into producing spore capsules
with different species having a different phenology just like flowering times of higher plants. On the sides of
Huckers Lane down to Dortons was more Foxtail Moss and also shiny flattish shoots of Silk-moss
Plagiothecium on exposed upper greensand rock. A number of aquatic feather-mosses were growing on the
weir where Wellhead Stream comes out of Sparrow’s Hanger to join the Seale Stream from the northern part
of the village outside Dorton Cottage. In view of the high level of water I left their exploration for a return
visit.

June Chatfield.

Cyanobacteria
The blue-green “alga”, Nostoc has featured before in ANHS
Annual Reports, both as specimens brought to meetings by
members and from observations where it occurs with moss on
my drive after wet weather and appears as brown-green
gelatinous globules that can be several centimetres across. I have
also seen it in a damp patch below a retaining wall in Vicarage
©
Hill, Alton. It is curious how two of my tortoises actively seek it
out and eat it. This led to some internet research as to possible
toxicity and should I be keeping them away from it, but no, it is
as esteemed edible food for humans in Japan. Nostoc also featured
in the writings of the Reverend Gilbert White of Selborne: “June
20. [1777] Tremella nostoc abounds in the field-walks; a sign that
Micro eating Nostoc.
the earth is drenched with water”. Lower “plant” classification
was not understood then and it was placed in the jelly fungus genus Tremella. However, White gives no
indication that his tortoise Timothy eat it.
June Chatfield

Lichens

June Chatfield.

On Alton Natural History Society field meetings.
8th June 2019 in Binswood led by Stephen Miles. There was an
©
abundance of lichens encrusting branches and twigs and these are now
flourishing in the post-coal-burning era and noticeably increased since
in both species and abundance. When I first came to live in this area in
1978 lichens were sparse and dead branches from trees were not
encrusted with them as they are now. Included in the finds were all
growth forms from crusts to foliose to erect shrubby and hanging
Lichens encrusting branches.
lichens, the latter indicative of generally good clean air and were in
abundance in Binswood. Contrary to common misconception, lichens do no harm to trees and when there
are dead branches no longer shaded by leaves they take advantage of the extra light and flourish. Since
sunlight to power the photosymbiont (green alga or blue-green bacterium) within has to penetrate the outer
coating of fungal threads to activate chloroplasts, so lichens are light-demanding. Unlike mosses they tend to
favour the south-facing sides of tree trunks. Lichens arrive in the air current from air borne spores (up there
on the Air Ministry roof with the pollen count) and also from soredia, vegetative propagules that rain down
the trunks or are carried on the feet of birds perching in the branches. If you look at water runnels on trunks
young lichen colonies are seen below.
Shrubby lichens from the upper canopy of trees on fallen dead wood included the Beard Lichen Usnea
subfloridana and Ramalina calicilis, both indicators of clean air. Other shrubby lichens that are nitrogen
pollution tolerant and indeed thriving in the extra aerial nutrient, were Ramalina farinacea and Evernia
prunastri known as Oak “Moss” that are both sorediate spreading by vegetative propagules. E. prunastri is
also relatively acid tolerant and was one of the few to be found on ash trunks in the late 1970s in this area. It
is recognised by the underside of the thallus being white. Ash has a fairly alkaline bark so found favour
with a number of epiphytic lichens over those with acidic bark so in the 1980s hedgerow ash trees supported
lichens.
Seven species of flat growing foliose lichens were found on trunks and twigs, most of them grey in colour
and only a little of the Common Orange Lichen Xanthoria. These included Shield Lichens Flavoparmelia
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caperata, Punctelia= Parmelia subrudecta, Parmelia sulcata, Parmotrema chinense and the brown Melanelia
(=Parmelia) glabratula. It would be well worth while visiting this site again with a specialist lichen team.
June Chatfiled

Mammals
17th May 2019 1 squashed RTA adult Hedgehog at bottom of Amery Hill beyond the library. 3 rd June 2019 at
10pm 1 bat flying over my drive and bungalow gardens in Ashdell Road. 9 th June 2019 King’s Pond at 7pm a
Rat scurried to the vegetation being disturbed when eating uneaten bird food. Overzealous feeding of birds
by the public at King’s Pond is becoming an issue as the fine porridge oats, difficult to take up by the water
fowl, is promoting a heavy population of rats that are regularly seen there in the evening as well as daytime
licking it up off the ground with their dexterous tongues. A dead Rat was also seen in November along the
boundary hedge at the new development Hopfield Place on New Odiham Road. A dead common shrew was
found at Flood Meadows, Alton by Christa Duke during a work party on 15 th December.
June Chatfield

The General Data Protection Regulation
The laws on data protection changed as of the 25th May 2018 it now relates to the storage and use of both paper forms
and electronic data. The Society has to have your permission to store and use your personal information.
Your address and phone number are stored on a passworded database on a computer and in the form of paper copies
which are stored in a safe place. These are shredded when discarded. This information is used by the Society, to send
you new Programmes, the Annual Report and to contact you re late changes to the programme of events.
Your email address is only used by the Society to send you information about activities relating to the Society or events
being held in the Alton area relating to natural history and will be destroyed when you leave the Society. If you do not
wish to receive emails about events in the Alton area please let the Society know by sending an e-mail to
altonwildlife@yahoo.co.uk
None of your information is passed on to anyone, with the exception of HMRC in connection with the claiming back of
Gift Aid, outside of the Society
Further information is available at
regulation.

www.gov.uk/goverment/publications/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-
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Odiham Common, Odiham, Hampshire. 2nd June 2018
A splendidly sunny start greeted the party attending this joint field meeting. This site is an ancient
woodland and wood pasture habitat owned and managed by Hart District Council. It is also a designated
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). There were five members of the Alton Natural History Society
(ANHS) present, however, four of these only stayed for the morning. Beside the leader there was just one
other member of the British Entomological and Natural History Society (BENHS) and that was David
Lonsdale. There was also one visitor, Mike Hackston who was then not a member of either Society.
The site comprises a very diverse range of habitats. It includes a large neutral grassland at the western part
of the site with calcareous influences, canal-side habitats because it borders the course of the Basingstoke
Canal on its’ southern extremities, extensive deciduous woodland areas centrally and in the north of the site,
hazel coppice areas, some still worked today, formerly the main wood-pasture areas. Finally a large broad
grass and scrubland ride forming the route for the large cross-country electrical pylons that cross the site
from north to south occurs on the eastern part of the north wood area.
A pedestrian tunnel leads to the meadow part of the site from the main car park for the nearby canal and
along this are a number of lights which are obviously left on most of the night. At these lights were four
White Ermine moths, one Small Magpie and a Light Emerald. Also present were a number of snail species,
all feeding on algae present on the tunnel walls, which June Chatfield identified as: Kentish Snail, Monacha
cantiana and Lesser Bulin, Merdigera obscura. She also identified five specimens of the Common Striped
woodlouse, Phioloscia muscorum, which were active on the tunnel walls. The meadow area is bordered by
blackthorn and hawthorn scrub with mature woodland also present. One of the ancient trees is said to mark
the limit where French prisoners in the Napoleonic War period, when kept in the nearby ancient chalk pit to
the south-west of Odiham village (approximately 2 kilometres south-west) were allowed to walk to by their
captors. If true, how this was supervised is lost in the annals of our history?
The leader, having been a frequent visitor to this site in the 1970s-80s, quickly noticed a change in the
solitary bee fauna. Now, females of the species, Andrena cineraria, which now has the English name of the
Ashy Mining Bee were abundant on the umbellifer flowers of the water dropwort species believed to be
Oenanthe crocata, growing profusely here in the wet meadow areas. The hornet wasp, Vespa crabro is another
newcomer that was not here thirty years ago, one worker was seen rasping the dead wood from an oak tree,
presumably to help in the construction of the nest. Other female solitary bees present, which can be readily
identified in the field were also here namely, Andrena haemorrhoa, A. nitida and A. chrysosceles. The old,
neutral meadow system still present in the western part of the site, with its’ numerous plants of Sorel, Rumex
acetosa are the food plant of the larvae of the Forester moth Adscita statices. Its’ presence here represents one
of its’ two surviving sites of occurrence in Hampshire. The adult moths were freshly out and were visiting
the numerous flowers of buttercup, Ranunculus species. At least ten specimens of this lovely day-flying moth
were seen, other day-flying moths present were Mother Shipton, Callistege mi, a clover or trefoil feeder in the
larval stage and the Burnet Companion, Euclidia glyphica. Small Copper butterflies were also present.
Immature Dark Bush Crickets were identified by David Lonsdale. In the scrub areas here Penny Raynor
recorded the mainly migrant bird species of Chiff-chaff, Whitethroat and Blackcap.
In the more shady background wet woodland and scrub, June Chatfield identified Wood Speedwell,
Veronica montana as being present, apparently an ancient woodland indicator. She also found Brooklime,
Veronica beccabunga in the wetter areas. Also present was a specimen of Pfeiffer's Amber Snail, Oxyloma
elegans, which has a different type of whorl of the shell compared to our common garden snails, it was
situated on the leaves of a plant of Branched Bur-reed, Sparganium erectum growing above a wet ditch. Plants
and flowers of Yellow Rattle, Rhinathus crista-galli were as abundant in the open meadows of the common as
they have always been here in the experience of the leader and they are always nice to see. All together June
found twenty species of molluscs present over the whole site, these included other species with interesting
English descriptive names or suggested habitats such as Tree Slug, Lehamannia marginata, the Waxy Glass
Snail, Aegopinella nitidula, Marsh Glass Snail, Zonitoides nitidus, Common Hairy Snail, Trochulus hispidus,
Rayed Glass Snail, Nesovitrea hammonis and Slippery Moss Snail, Cochlicopa lubrica.
Of the fly species present in the meadow, we were just too early to see any of the Stratiomyid or soldierflies
that occur here but male specimens of the tachinid fly Alophora hemiptera, were very distinctive with their
bug-like appearance. In the Odonata, Beautiful Demoiselle, Calopteryx virgo was present beside the clear
running streams in the meadow area with the Broad-bodied Chaser dragonfly, Libellula depressa, being
frequent in the area of the Basingstoke Canal.
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Further east along the track to Wilks Water and in its’ vicinity, with its’ situation being right next to the
banks and waters of the Basingstoke Canal, the birds, Common Buzzard and Blackcap were seen. Along the
walk on the canal bank back to the car park, our bird expert, Penny Raynor also observed a Spotted
Flycatcher in flight just east of the Broad Oak bridge, a Songthrush and a Swallow in flight above the canal
and we all witnessed the sight of a Heron fishing in the canal and then taking off from the towpath as we got
closer. The hoverfly Helophorus trivittatus was observed by the leader and shown to those present.
In the afternoon the wooded areas north of the central east-to-west road were visited. June Chatfield our
special expert identified the plants, Bugle, Ajuga reptans, more Wood Speedwell, Veronica montana plants,
Yellow Pimpernal, Lysimachia nemorum, Enchanter’s Nightshade, Circaea lutetiana, Carex pendula and the
mosses, Wood Hair Cap, Polytrichum formosum, and Mnium hornum, one of our commonest national mosses
and also the woodlouse Oniscus ocellas in dead wood. Later along a drier ride under large pylons, June
further identified Tormentil, Potentilla erecta and Heath Bedstraw, Galium saxatile indicating that more acid
soils prevailed in this the eastern side of the site compared to the more neutral and calcareous influenced
soils in the west.
Both Mike Hackston and David Lonsdale identified the immatures of Roessel’s Bush Cricket that were
present in the central northern part of the wood. The hornet was also present here as was the Large Red
Damselfly and the Broad-bodied Libulella dragonfly. Around the new pond or under the pylons June
Chatfield identified further common plants which included, Water Mint, Mentha aquatica, Lesser Spearwort,
Ranunculus flammula, Heath Speedwell, Veronica officinalis and the more local species, Sawwort, Serratula
tinctoria. Finally observations of the Speckled Yellow, Pseudopanthera macularia, a day-flying moth and the
equally yellow butterfly, the Brimstone finished off a wonderful day full of interesting species. Full lists of
species will be sent to the landowner Hart District Council and to Natural England in due course.
The Society’s sincere thanks go to all the ANHS and BENHS members who attended and provided their
observations and particular thanks go to Dr June Chatfield for the many species she identified. Thank are
also due to Dave R King of Hart District Council who own the site who gave their permission for the
meeting to take place and to Tim Bernhard of Natural England who control the Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) of the area and gave consent to Steve Lyons the Hart District Council Ranger for our visit.
Stephen Miles, FRES

A Good Read for 2020: Gilbert White
The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne, 1789 to date
The current year 2020 marks the tercentenary of the birth of the Selborne
clergyman the Rev. Gilbert White. On the strength of his classic book The
Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne White was regarded as the father of
British natural history. He died a few years later in June 1793. Under the title
GW300 will be a website linked to www.gilbertwhite’shouse.org that pulls
together all events relating to the tercentenary in 2020 to which this society will
be contributing. This is not the first Gilbert White anniversary. The centenary of
his death in 1893 was recognised by bringing a piped water system across the
village from the Wellhead Stream, the bicentenary of his birth in 1920 with the
famous bird stained glass window in the church and the bicentenary of his
death in 1993 with a second Gilbert White window at right angles to the
first. But, have you read The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne? If not
this is a year to do so. It has been through many different editions and some
are still in print, most libraries have a lending copy or you can select one of
the older editions from a second-hand bookshop or the internet.
Gilbert White was born in his grandfather’s Vicarage at Selborne in 1720,
shown in the Grimm illustrations of the early editions, but later pulled
down. The family moved away to Surrey and West Sussex before returning
to Selborne after the grandfather (Gilbert White senior) had died to live at “The Wakes” with Gilbert’s
widowed grandmother around 1728. “Wakes” was never the vicarage.
Gilbert White wrote just one book based on a case study of his village, its natural and human histories in
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which he pioneered another way of studying the natural world by looking closely at a single parish around
the year, year after year and observing the behaviour of animals, particularly birds, and their way of life,
what he called “economy” and we call “ecology”. It was all original observation and not a book based on
information from other books. Presented as three series of letters to friends, two of which were genuine, it
had a style and charm and immediacy that brought many followers from overseas as well as the British Isles
and translated into other languages. As his college friend John Mulso pointed out Gilbert White was a
natural writer having a facility with words. But he was also the right man in the right place for Selborne was
a diverse landscape of hills and dales, different rock types giving rise to contrasting soil conditions and so
colonised by specific groups of plants giving scenic difference as well as exceptional biodiversity. 2020 is the
year to read it for the first time or reread it, perhaps some of it in situ on a visit to the village. Something new
always comes from a re-read of Selborne.
Gilbert White came to natural history rather late in life, first writing a journal of his garden from 1751 but by
1767 he had been given a new notebook that encouraged the expansion of the natural history content from
1768 and in Letter 5 to Daines Barrington (the second series of letters) in April 1770 there is a hint that the
idea for a book came from Barrington who was himself an author. The two correspondents whose letters
from White comprise the natural history part of Selborne were both contacts of Gilbert White’s publisher
brother Benjamin in Fleet Street, London and he was printing their works, in Barrington’s case The
Naturalist’s Journal and in the case of Thomas Pennant a new edition of British Zoology (1777) that Gilbert
White was helping to proof read and adding further information. Benjamin’s book business also gave White
access to books like Hudson’s Flora Anglica (1765) that stimulated his interest in wild plants. The last of the
dated letters to Pennant was in November 1780 and to Barrington in September 1781. The undated letters
were likely fabricated to continue information that had been collected in his journals but by around 1780 the
natural history section was almost written. Thence followed a delay as White decided to include a series of
letters on the Antiquities of Selborne and contined with original archival research on the story of Selborne
Priory which led to visits to Oxford to find the data delaying publication until 1789. Not based on genuine
letters, the Antiquities had less popular appeal and more or less fell out of print during the twentieth century
but were included in a number of the nineteenth century editions. In 1776 the Swiss artist S H Grimm came
to Selborne to make drawings of the local scenes. It is interesting also to
note a difference in style of letters addressed to the two correspondents.
Thomas Pennant was an established zoologist and member of the minor
aristocracy and White’s letters to him were more formal than those written
to the more congenial and less critical polymath and lawyer Daines
Barrington. The first nine letters to Pennant are undated so written to
provide a general introduction to the Selborne area and form an excellent
primer to read in preparation for a visit. They were originally intended for
an appendix but an editorial note in the original manuscript rerouted them
to the front with a renumbering of the Pennant letters. The first Pennant
letter dated August 4, 1767 immediately gives White’s enthusiasm for his
opportunity to discuss natural history with another enthusiast, none being
at hand in Selborne:
It has been my misfortune never to have had any neighbours whose studies have
led them towards the pursuit of natural knowledge…
Without Pennant and Barrington to encourage him, there would have been
no Natural History of Selborne. An appendix to an edition of Selborne edited
by Richard Mabey in 1988 gives a list of 90 editions compiled by the late
Ian Lyal, Librarian to the Royal College of Surgeons of England and more
editions have come out since then. Also of interest are publications of White’s journal notes upon which the
latter were based but not published until the twentieth century. They are Gilbert White’s Journals selected and
edited by Walter Johnson (1931 and 1970), a facsimile of Garden Kalendar 1751-1771 introduced by John Clegg
(1975) and The Journals of Gilbert White 3 vols edited by Francesca Greenoak and Richard Mabey (1986, 1988
& 1989). The latter volumes are a complete transcription of the Garden Kalendar, Flora Selborniensis and the
Naturalist’s Journal. Copies are on the Gilbert White shelf in Alton Library.
So, in 2020 read Gilbert White’s classic work The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne and keep a nature
diary of your own patch and contribute to the 2020 ANHS Annual Report. White did hope that every parish
would have its naturalist writing a monograph of their own area that would eventually lead to a general
knowledge of the plants and animals of the Kingdom (Letter VII to Barrington, 8 th October 1770).
June Chatfield
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Little Grey Earthworm
A wet day
Little grey worm
Dead upon the path
Octolasium cyaneum
At King’s Pond, Alton
Found by a biologist
You live for posterity
Recorded on the web
On the Opal-project database
June Chatfield, 2013

Wildlife in Gibraltar
During our recent trip to Gibraltar we visited the Trafalgar Cemetery and the Alameda Botanicalan Gardens.
The Cemetery was just as interesting for its wildlife as its history. There we saw Long Tailed Blues and
Monarch Butterflies. While trying to photograph the Blues an enormous bee flew past so we turned our
attention to it and managed to get a photograph of it. We later found it to be a Carpenter Bee.
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Two Tailed Pasha.

David Hamilton.

Carpenter Bee.

David Hamilton.

David Hamilton.

Long Tailed Blue.

©

©

In the Botanical Gardens we saw the Two Tailed Pasha feeding on fruit that had been put out to attract them
and more Monarchs. The Pashas were very abliging so we were able to get lots of photographs of them. The
Monarchs however were not so helpful and kept flitting away.

David Hamilton.

During our time in the gardens we came across a dove like bird popping in and out of the Macaw’s cage
pinching it’s food. We managed to get some photographs of it. On return
to the hotel we turned on the computer and started to try to identify
everything we had taken pictures of that we didn’t recognise. We found
the Bee and the Butterflies but couldn’t find the dove. We tried searching
©
Spanish and North African web pages. No luck! So we gave up saying
that either Steve Mansfield or Ted and Penny Raynor would know what
it was.

©
David Hamilton.

Dolphins swimming off Europa Point.

So on our return we
attended the Moth
morning at Ted and
Croaking Ground Dove.
Penny’s house. We
expected them, on showing them the picture to
immediately say “Oh that’s a .....”. It didn’t happen. Penny
started getting out their books, going further afield in the
search. Eventually she found it in Birds of South America.
It turned out to be a Croaking Ground Dove found in
Western Equador, Peru and Northern Chile. No wonder
we couldn’t find it. It was obviously and escapee or had
come across on a ship.

We were also lucky enough to see a pod of dolphins swimming off Europa Point while we were waiting to
hear about the only vertical World Unesco site which is on the rock.
Tina Hamilton
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Obituary: Elizabeth Joyce Tunnah (1926-2019)
Elizabeth Tunnah (nee King) was born on 24 th October
1926 at Southgate, London and was an only child. Her
parents moved to Newbury, Berkshire when her father’s
work was relocated at the beginning of the war. From an
early age Liz – as she was known – took an interest in
animals and nature, later discovering science. Since science
was not on offer at the several secondary schools she
attended in 1942, with the war in full action, she returned
to London to live with her aunt in order to attend
Southgate County School, Hampstead to study for School
Certificate Highers in Botany, Zoology and Chemistry and
prepare for university. Wishing to avoid women’s colleges
she applied to Imperial College, London where she took a
B.Sc. in chemistry leading to a M.Sc. in microbiology,
hence her interest in the medical world. Her working life
began as a chemist at Crosse and Blackwell working on
Presenting the Tunnah cup at the Shalden
salad cream and from there she moved to Crooks
Gardening Society in the Village Hall.
Pharmaceutical where she met her future husband,
George, fellow scientist and socialist. They married in 1952 and later had two sons, Robin (1962) and Ed
(1966). She briefly taught at Berkhamsted Girls’ School in the private sector since she had not taken the
teacher training course necessary for a post in a state school. Teaching was not for her. Supporting careers
for women in the 1960s she worked for a family planning department in a voluntary capacity.
Elizabeth came to Hampshire in 1971 due to George’s work in Basingstoke and they settled at Shalden to
share a large bungalow on the green as a family together with her parents who also moved to live with them.
At this time she joined our Society. After George’s death in 1988 she moved to Old School House where she
continued to host Alton Natural History Society committee meetings well after her retirement as Chairman.
Liz was very active in the village of Shalden, for many years on the Parish Council and chairing it from 19942003. Together with Jane Trapaud (widow of ANHS’s founder member and first Treasurer Mike Trapaud)
she organised an annual dinner in the Shalden Village Hall from 1983-2009 for the gardening Club that
George Tunnah had set up in 1981 and at the same time she was on the Village Hall committee.
At one time she worked on Reception at Lord Mayor Treloar Hospital when she started to record flowers
and butterflies of the hospital grounds in her lunch hour and at a later date as a volunteer chaired a small
committee working on patient participation and visiting wards. It was in this period that she wrote up an
account of the butterflies in 1999 that was republished in the Alton Natural History Society Annual Report 2018
as being relevant to the planning proposed in the “butterfly meadow”, so her records proved to be an
important biological record. She enjoyed living in Hampshire and the outdoor life and was not interested in
the arts but found beauty in nature.
Elizabeth Tunnah joined this Society in the early 1970s and served as Chairman for 20 years until 2006. In
natural history she was keen on field work and had a good understanding and working knowledge of wild
flowers, birds and butterflies, leading a number of our field meetings and frequently winner of the prize in
quizzes. She had been a member for nearly 50 years. In her late 80s her health began to decline and she
ceased to host ANHS committee meetings. When Alzheimer ’s disease took an increasing hold her sons
arranged for her to go into a care home near Ed in Watford, Hertfordshire. She died on 4 th December 2019
and was cremated on 18 December 2019 at West Herts Crematorium. I am grateful to Jane Trapaud for
details of her life in Shalden and to her son Ed Tunnah for a copy of the address at her funeral.
June Chatfield

ELIZABETH TUNNAH: Some Recollections
Liz was a valued friend, and a respected colleague.
I first met her soon after my arrival in East Hampshire in 1985, when I was appointed Hangers Project
Officer (and later Woodlands Officer) at the Council, and joined the Alton Nats. Later, I became Secretary
under her Chairmanship, and always enjoyed her informal yet positive way of organising the business.
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Field-meetings and walks around Shalden in her company were enriched by her keen observations and local
knowledge.
In 2004 Liz and I joined a small party of 8 naturalists exploring the Elafiti Islands in the Adriatic off
Dubrovnik. The week staying on the island of Kolocep stands out from many I spent in that area for her
companionship, especially the rambles through vineyards and olive groves with wild Gladiolus and
Tongue-orchids underfoot, and lizards scuttling along every wall. Long evenings were spent identifying
and enthusing over the day’s finds, watching Penduline Tits in the trees and a pair of Slavonian Grebes off
the shore, whilst making the most of the local food and drink.
I visited her often after I left Hampshire in 2001. En route to my mother’s care home there was always a
spare bed on offer, but with the proviso that I bring a fish-and-chip supper from her favourite ‘chippy’ in
Alton. There was a fascinating tour around her semi-wild garden too. She loved having a bees’-nest in the
wall over her living-room window every year: most people would have had it removed, but Liz loved
having them there!
Liz contributed much to the knowledge of wildlife in East Hampshire, and was instrumental in keeping the
Society in good shape. She is well-remembered with great fondness and respect by all who knew her.
John Ockenden,
Kington, Herefordshire.
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