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08/06/2009
Views sought on New Allotments and Public Gardens Changes
Residents’ views are being sought this summer on two exciting projects affecting open spaces in Alton.

The schemes, for a brand new allotment site in the town to meet an ever growing waiting list and a new master plan for the Public Gardens, will be on display at an exhibition in the Assembly Rooms on Thursday 25th June from 2-8 pm.

The Town Council has been looking for a site to create new allotments for some years, but pleas to land owners to release land have all been turned down. This led the council to consider citing the new facility on land in its ownership and hence the proposal for 40 new plots of varying sizes on land off Hawthorns, currently let for grazing.  The facility will include some parking, and raised beds for those with special needs.  Cllr Beverley Carpenter, who chairs the council’s Allotments Working Party said, “The growth in allotment gardening is a national trend, brought about partly by greater awareness of healthy eating and the need for more exercise, but also because few houses are now built with large gardens.  The council has commissioned an outline plan for the plots with the help of the Alton Allotment Association and we now want to hear the views of local residents, particularly existing and would-be allotment holders.  They are the ones who will be using them, so we want them to make sure we get it right!” [Members of the Alton Allotment Association will also be available at the proposed site from 4-6pm on the same day should anyone want to see for themselves exactly where the new plots are planned to go.]

Meanwhile, a plan to guide the future of the Public Gardens will also feature at the exhibition.  The council has an overarching strategy for its open spaces and is now looking to have more site specific plans in place as well. Cllr Pam Bradford, Chairman of the Council’s Recreation Committee explained, “The Public Gardens is perhaps our most prestigious site, and the idea of a plan is not necessarily to change anything, but ensure that when works are undertaken they complement each other, rather than go about matters in a piecemeal and ad hoc way.  The bandstand will soon need replacing and we want to plant new specimen trees, as well as replace fencing and other things.  The plan will help us make sure that everything fits in.” Residents’ views are being sought on the plan, which includes zoning areas of the gardens for different activities, where to plant new trees, improved entrances and the possibility of a permanent catering facility. 
Residents not able to get to the exhibition will be still able to view both sets of proposals at the Town Hall from the 26 – 30 June, by prior arrangement on 01420 83986.

Ends
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