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23/04/2009
Excellent record on spending Developers’ Contributions say Alton

Recent reports that up to £4 million of developer contributions was sitting in council bank accounts waiting to be spent has brought a strong denial from Alton Town Council, who claim that their record on spending such contributions is second to none.

The local planning authority collect various contributions from developers, designed to mitigate the effects of the development on the surrounding area.  These can be for such things as new open spaces, community facilities or sustainable transport improvements and are held by the East Hampshire District Council, pending suitable projects coming forward from the parishes in which the developments are situated.

Questions were asked at Alton’s recent Annual Meeting of Electors, as to why the Town Council was not spending the money, which it has often been thought would have to be returned to developers if it was not spent within a certain timescale.

Town Councillors at this week’s Recreation Committee were keen that Alton’s good track record on spending such monies on useful community projects was highlighted, stating that if any large sums were sitting unused elsewhere in the district, it was not down to the town council’s inactivity.

Committee Chairman Councillor Roger Fitzer, said the council was very proud of the way it had made good use of the contributions for the betterment of local facilities for local people. “Although we still have £470,000 in the pot, most of this has already been earmarked mainly for Town Council led projects, which include
Finnimore Pavilion in Anstey Park (£266,907); the Sports Pavilion at Holybourne Sportsfield (£2,000);  
new allotments (£48,505) and further interpretation panels in open spaces (£5,887) leaving just £73,388 if a further request for £73,253 for a brand new playground at Northanger Close is approved next week.”  Cllr Fitzer added that there was a danger that with the slowdown in house building, the pot could run dry and the council might not be able to undertake new projects as fast in the future.
Since the late 1990’s Alton has used developers’ contributions to fund improvements to all the towns playgrounds; a new skatepark at Anstey Park and extra ramps at Jubilee Playing Fields; footpath lighting in London Road, Wooteys and Flood Meadows; pavilion improvements at Jubilee and Holybourne Sportsfield; BMX track improvements; disabled parking spaces at Kings Pond; path and mound improvements in the Public Gardens; improvements to Holybourne Village Hall;  fencing at Holybourne Sportsfield; interpretation panels at Kings Pond and Flood Meadows; bus shelter renovations; installation of cycle stands outside public buildings; cricket nets at Jubilee; new pedestrian gates to the rear of the Assembly Rooms and preparation of an Open Spaces Strategy.
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