Alton Town Council

Audit Commission Act 1998, Sections 15 and 16 and
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (81 2003/533) as amended by the
Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006{S1 2006/664)

NOTICE

NOTES

4,

b.

Date of announcement 22 Jun 2009

(2)

Each year the Council's/Meeting's (b) annual return is audited by an
external auditor appointed by the Audit Commission, Any person
interested has the opportunity to inspect and make coples of the Annual
Return and all books, deeds, confracts, bills, vouchers and receipts etc.
refating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2009 these documents
wh be avallable on reasonabie notice on application o
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{ ocal Government Electors and their representatives also have:
+ the opporlunity io question the auditor about the accounts; and

s the right to make objections fo the accounts or any ltem in them. Written
notice of an objeclion musf first be given fo the auditor and a copy sent
to the Councilieeting (h).

« The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for

this purpose on (i} 03 Aug 2009 and uniil the audit has bean
completed.
The CounciP's audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Audit
Commission Act 1998, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (as
amended) and the Audit Commission's Gode of Audit Practice, Your audit
is being carried out hy:
Audit Commission
Room 215, Tamar Science Park
1 Davy Road
Derriford
Plymouth
Devon, PL8 B8BX
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Insert date of plaging of the notice
wihtich mustbae not 1ess than 14
days before the data In (fy below

Delels as appropriate

Insert nams, posiion and address
of the Clark or olhet person {o
which any person may apply 10
inspect the accounts

Insert the limas between which any
person may apply to inspect the
accounts. NB Indicals if there is &
tunchlime clostre

Insert working days of the wesek any
person may apply to inspect the
accounis — usually Monday to
Friday allowing for any days the
councit Is usually closed

inseri dale at least 21 working days
before the date appointed for audit
in (k) below

The inspection period between {f)
and {g) must be 20 working days
snd () must be ot feast ona day
before he date appointed for audit
In (h) below.

Delele as appropriata

Tha dale appoinied by tha audior
(Calling date)

tnsert name and posilion of person
placing the notice




COUNCILS’ ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

The basic position

By law any Interested person has the right to Inspect the councif's/meeling’s acceunts. If you are entifled and
registered {o vole In local councll elections tflgen you (of your representative) also have the right to ask the appointed
auditor questions® about them, or challenge” an item of account contained wilhin them.

The right to inspect the accounts

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year It must advertise that they are available for
people fo inspect. Having glven reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 20 working days fo fook through
the acecounts and any supporiing documents. You will be able to make coples of the accounts and most of the
relevant documents from your coungll. You may have to pay a copying charge.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts

You can only ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer questions
about the council's policles, finances, procedures or anything eise not related to the accounts. Your question must be
about the accounts that they are auditing. The auditor does not have to say whether they think something the councll
has done, or an item in its accounts, is fawful or reasonable,

The right to object to the accounts

If you {hink that the council has spen! money that they shouldn't have, or that someone has caused a loss to the
auihorily deliberately or by behaving frresponsibly, vou can object ta the external auditor by sending a formal ‘notice of
objection’, which must be in writing fo the address below. You must lell the auditor why vou are objecting, The
auditor must reach a decision on your objection. iIf you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.

You may also objact if you think that there is something in the accounts that thé auditor should discuss with the council or
tefl the public about in a 'public interest report’, Again, you must give your reasons in writing to the auditor at the
address below and send a copy to the Councll, In this case, the auditor must decide whether to take any action. The
auditor will normaily, but does not have 1o, give reasons for their decision and you cannot appeal to the courts. Your rights
are suninarised, and a helpful flowchart and objection pro-forma are available from the Audit Commission website (see
details below).

You may not use ihis ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your councit. You should take these
complaints to your local Gitizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor. You may also be able to complain to
the Standards Board if you believe that a Member of the Gouncit has broksn the Gade of Conduct for Members, Ths
Standards Board can be contacted at: The Standards Board for England, Fourth Floor, Griffin House, 40 Laver Sireet,
Manchester M1 1BB, telephone 0161 817 5300 or email: enquiries@standardsboard.gov.uk.

What else you can do

Instead of objecling, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to their responsibliities, For example, you can
simply lell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and insfficiency in the way
the councll yuns Its services. You do net have to follow any set time limits or procedures. The auditor does nof have fo
give you a detalled report of their investigation, but they wilt usually tell you the outcome.

A FINAL WORD

Counclls, and sa Incal taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. When the auditar
decides whether to take your objection further, one of a series of factors they must take into accoun! includes the
costs fhat will bs involved. They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal
to the courts, you might have to pay for the action yourseif.

Coples ?;!“}ZA“GH Co{rrgliss;on ph‘;"“:g"éﬁgﬁg’gg g;ggunts if you wish to contact your Council's appointed external auditos
= Your Rights are availabla by calling - ; please write to:  Limited Assurance Regime Audit Manager
502030 or by downlaad from tha Audit Commissien website at Audit Gommission, Roors 215, Tamar
hitp:irenan.audit-commission.gov.uk/repodsiNATIONAL- Selence Park. 1 Déw Roa d E;errifor d
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- Alton Town Council

tion 14 of the Audit Commission Act 1998
« Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (SI 2003/533)

4. The audit of accounts for the Alton Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2006 has been concluded.

2. The annual return is available for inspection by any local government
elector for the area of the Alton Town Council on application to:
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(excluding public holidays), when any local government elector may
make copies of the annual return.

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector on payment of (¢}
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copying cosls
£9 5 o for each copy of the annual return,
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