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07/05/2010
Grand Staircase Restored to Former Glory
A Victorian staircase in one of Alton’s most prominent public buildings has been restored to its former splendour.

Dominating the hallway at Alton Assembly Rooms, the historic feature was boarded-in as part of a modernisation scheme in 1970, when many of the buildings’ unique features were hidden away, ‘slimline’ being the fashion of the day.
Some of the formica-clad panels were removed several years ago revealing the original spindles underneath.  However, the latest works have seen all remaining cladding removed, including that around the end ‘newell’ posts upon which Acorn tops have been added, replacing those sawn off as part of the so-called modernisation.  Other missing architrave has been replaced and the whole feature finished off in cream and gold.
Costing £1,500, the works were commissioned by building owners Alton Town Council with the help of a Historic Buildings Grant of £500 from East Hampshire District Council and a donation from a private local individual.
Currently shrouded in scaffolding whilst major repairs to the roof are being carried out, this latest restoration of an historic feature follows on from the refurbishment of the main hall in 2007, which saw the ornate ceiling and window arches see the light of day for the first time in nearly forty years.
Assembly Rooms Manager Jason Passingham said “It is wonderful to see the staircase restored to its former glory, the trouble is, if you didn’t see how it looked before, then you would automatically assume it has always looked like this.  We have received many complimentary remarks about it and when funds permit, we hope to replace the lighting and redecorate as well, completing the new look for this pivotal area.”
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