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28 July 2009
New Map Boards Help Show Walkers the Way

Strollers should be able to find their way around Alton this summer more easily, thanks to brand new map boards recently installed in the town.
Costing over a thousand pounds, they show all the Rights of Way, and are intended to encourage greater use of Alton’s extensive footpath network, by both residents and visitors alike.

The new panels replace those installed in 1999, many of which had become faded and tatty and an additional new board has been installed at Butts Bridge, intended to encourage a greater flow of visitors along St Swithun’s Way and The Pilgrims Way between Alton and Chawton.

Chairman of Alton Town Council’s Parish Paths Working Party, Cllr Mrs Pam Jones said “We have been working on these new map boards for some time so it is great to see them finally in place.  We are very grateful to Hampshire County Council for helping us with the funding, but also for the advice on the correct routes and designations of all the paths.  The addition of Jane Austen’s House to the maps will hopefully encourage more visitors to walk from Alton to Chawton and vice versa – this is something everyone is keen to promote whenever possible.”
Hampshire County Council met half the cost of the boards through their Countryside Access Forum Small Grants Scheme.  Development Officer Justin Harvey added “Much of our work is with Parish and Town Councils who wish to improve and promote their local paths network and these new map boards will complement well the Exploring Alton’s Countryside leaflets produced last year.”
Ends
Media contact: Greg Burt 01420 83986 greg@alton.gov.uk
Note to Editors:

To promote the map, a photo-call will be held at 3pm on Thursday 30 July 2009 at Butts Bridge, including the Town Mayor of Alton, Cllr Allan Chick, the Chairman of the Working Party, Cllr Mrs Pam Jones, other members of the group and Cllr Andrew Joy and Justin Harvey from Hampshire County Council.
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