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12 January 2009

ALTON MAYOR WELCOMES ICELAND ANNOUNCEMENT

Alton’s Town Mayor has today welcomed the exciting news of Iceland taking over the town’s former Woolworths store.  In an open letter to Iceland, Cllr Atul Patel wrote:

I am writing to say how delighted I was to hear that you will shortly be opening a new store in our town.

Whilst many larger towns can more easily withstand the loss of stores such as Woolworths, to smaller market towns as Alton where often Woolworths has been one of only a handful of large stores in the town centre, the pending closure has been greeted with much worry and pessimism by other town centre businesses and shoppers.  Indeed, the closure of our Woolworths has probably been the number one topic of the many residents I have been speaking to in recent weeks.

We are now very much looking forward to your arrival, not only in that it will help keep our town centre vibrant, but offer much-needed jobs and give further choice and reasons for shoppers to do their shopping in Alton.

I wish you every success in what I hope will be a long and prosperous association with the town.
Ends

Media contact:  Greg Burt 01420 83986
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